ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue. St. Louis. Missouri 63105 


Robert McCracken Peck 


October 22, 2001 


Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 


Dear Friend: 

When 1 was in Philadelphia as part of the Bixby library tour group from St. Louis 
you stated that your ancestor (William D. Peck) was an early 19 lh century botanist at 
Harvard University and did nature printing. You asked for a copy of my article. I do not 
know if your ancestor did direct nature printing from the leaf itself or made a printing 
plate by the Franklin process. My work is on the Franklin process. 

We enjoyed tremendously our visit to the academy and its treasures and thank you 
for the intellectual enjoyment and stimulation. 

Please let me know if you find any improvements for my work of long ago. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 


P S. Please thank Mr Elliot also 


FOUNDED IN 1812 

RESEARCH • MUSEUM • EDUCATION 


E-MAIL: @say.acnatsci.org 215/299-1000 

INTERNET: http://www.acnatsci.org (FAX) 215/299-1028 


November 9, 2001 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

Thank you very much for your letter and for your fascinating 
article about nature printing which originally appeared in The 
Numismatist. I am now inspired to go back to Cambridge and 
reexamine the nature prints of William Dandridge Peck (1763- 
1822) . 


I am delighted to be able to add your article to my slim but 
growing file on nature printing. How lucky for me that the topic 
came up in our conversation during your visit! 

I will let you know what (if anything) more I can discover 
on this interesting topic. In the meantime, with many thanks for 
your thoughtfulness in sending me your article, and with all best 
wishes, I remain -- 


Sincerely, 

Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy 
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FOUNDED IN 1812 

RESEARCH • MUSEUM • EDUCATION 


E-MAIL: @acnatsci.org 
INTERNET: http://www.acnatsci.org 


January 24, 2003 


215/299-1000 
(FAX) 215/299-1028 


Eric P Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman 

Following your visit to the Academy of Natural Sciences with 
the Bixby library group in October 2001, you very kindly sent me 
a copy of your excellent article on "Nature Printing on Colonial 
and Continental Currency" (1964). I enjoyed reading the article 
at the time and have referred to it several times since. 

I thought of you this week when I received a catalog for an 
auction in New York which offered two examples of Franklin's 
nature-printed currency. I cal-led the auction company (Stack's) 
to see what they expected the bills to bring, with the thought 
that they might be something we should acquire to complement the 
library's holdings of nature printed books. When I heard the 
estimates ($2-3000 for the 15 Shilling note and $1000-1500 for 
the damaged 20 Shilling note), I decided against making a bid. In 
case you don't have the catalog, I am enclosing photocopies of 
the relevant pages for your interest. 

I am considering mounting a small exhibit on nature printing 
here at the Academy next year. Naturally, we would want to 
feature the natural history books from our library collection, 
but it might be nice to include a few pieces of nature-printed 
currency as well. Do you know of any private collectors in this 
area who might be willing to consider lending us some nature 
printed currency? 

I see from your cover letter (which I have kept with your 
offprint on nature printing) • that you have established an 
organization devoted to numismatic education. This prompts me to 
ask for your help with a second subject, not related to nature 
printing, but dealing with numismatic history. 

As you may recall from your visit to the Academy, I have 
long had a great interest in John James Audubon. Audubon's 
various biographers claim that his first published illustration 
of a bird was used on a bank note or some piece of currency from 
New Jersey. Have you ever heard this story. Have you ever seen 
one of these notes or a reproduction of it? I am not familiar 
with the literature on the history of paper currency, so I don't 
know quite where to look. I would love to know more! 
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Mr Eric P. Newman 
January 24, 2003 
Page 2 


Because of the Academy's close association with Audubon, it 
would be wonderful, some day, for our library to acquire an 
example of this first Audubon print, but until I know what it 
looks like, it will be difficult for me to begin a search. I 
would welcome any information or suggestions on this matter which 
you might be able to provide. 

With thanks in advance for your assistance on both of this 
subjects, and with all best wishes, I remain -- 


Sincerely, 



Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy 
and Curator of Art 
and Artifacts 


Enclosure 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


Mr. Robert M. Peck January 29, 2003 

Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Phildelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Dear Mr. Peck: 

It was a pleasure to hear from you. We will be glad to lend you some nature 
prints on currency for your exhibit. 

As to what is claimed about Audubon’s bird picture I have never heard of it. 
Please send me photocopies of all writings that contain this fascinating story, if you 
would be so kind. I presume the image would be associated with Camden County, New 
Jersey where he lived for a short time but it may foe anywhere in New Jersey. We have a 
Hodges Bank Note Delineator which describes all American bank notes current in 1857, 
but it may have been out of circulation by then. We also have a description of all issued 
American bank notes published about 15 years ago with some detail. We have a 
collection of thousands of American bank notes. If he created such a picture we will try 
to find it for you. I will check indices of numismatic periodicals for any comment about 
Audubon. 



Eric P. Newman 



FOUNDED IN 1812 
RESEARCH • MUSEUM • 


E-MAIL: @acnatsci.org - 215/299-1000 

INTERNET: http://www.acnatsci.org (FAX) 215/299-1028 


February 19, 2003 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Saint Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

Thank you for your reply to my letter of last month and for 
your generous offer to make some nature-printed bank notes 
available to us for a projected exhibition on nature printing. I 
will be back in touch with you on this matter as we get closer to 
the time of the exhibition (probably about a year from now). 

In the meantime, I am enclosing two references to John James 
Audubon's alleged design for a New Jersey bank note. Both are 
from Alice Ford who, as a biographer, is often frustratingly 
inexact in documenting her statements. 

The reference appeared first in her 1964 biography of 
Audubon. In this, she claimed that he had made the bank note in 
1824. In her revised version of the biography, published in 
1988, she stated in a footnote that the note was made in 1826 but 
that no copy had ever been found. 

I am hoping that, with all of the resources at your 
fingertips, you may be able to help me locate a note. If one 
exists, it is probably without a signature and so has never been 
attributed to Audubon in the numismatic literature. 

I have been in touch with several colleagues who share my 
interest in Audubon to see if they can cast any further light on 
this mystery. 

If we are successful in locating a note, I would like to 
write a short article about it for the Archives of Natural 
History and for whatever numismatic journal you suggest would be 
the most appropriate. Perhaps you and I could co-author the 
latter, as you will undoubtedly have much information to 
contribute from the currency side of the story. 


EDUCATION 
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Eric P. Newman 
February 19, 2003 
Page 2 


In twenty years of researching the life of John James 
Audubon, I have never seen one of these bank notes among his 
papers. I also have looked though all of the Edward Harris papers 
here and in the Alabama State Archives just on the chance that a 
copy of the bank note might have been kept by him, but without 
success. 

Earlier this winter I wrote to England (Liverpool) to see if 
the banknote he gave to William Rathbone might possibly still 
exist. So far I have not had a reply. 

I am hoping that somewhere in your records you will find a 
reference to -- or an illustration of -- a New Jersey note of 
either 1824 or 1826 that bears the image of a Ruffed Grouse. 
Better still, you may find that you have a copy in your 
collection. If so, we can break out the champaign together! 

I appreciate your help with this inquiry and look forward to 
hearing what you can discover. 

Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain -- 


Sincerely 



Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy 
and Curator of Art and 
Artifacts 


Enclosures 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 6310 5 


Mr. Robert Peck March 3, 2003 

Academy of Natural Science 
1800 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 


Dear Mr. Peck: 

I am beginning to check the extensive bank note design literature we have but I 
need one more item from you. 

Footnote 9 of Alice Ford’s work refers to PUL Chronicle XXI, Nos. 1-2, 1859-60, 
item 44: Bank notes with engraving of a pair of quail. 

Please send me ai copy of that as I am not skilled in obtaining such things over the 
internet, etc. 

I am hopeful of solving your fascinating problem. Whether singular or plural of 
the word “grous” or “grouse” was intended must be dealt with. Also partridge, bobwhite 
and quail have the same singular and plural. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 



FOUNDED IN 1812 

RESEARCH • MUSEUM • EDUCATION 


E-MAIL: @acnatsci.org 
INTERNET: http://www.acnatsci.org 


215/299-1000 
(FAX) 215/299-1028 


March 25, 2003 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Saint Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

I have successfully tracked down the footnote reference in 
the Ford biography. A copy of the relevant section is enclosed. 
I hope that this may be the key to unlocking the mystery about 
Audubon's "grouse" (or quail, as the case may be)! 

I appreciate all of your help with this project and look 
forward to hearing from you whenever you find something that may 
help point me in the right direction. 

With warm best wishes, I remain -- 


Sincerely, 



Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy 
and Curator of Art and 
Artifacts 


Enclosure 
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Dear Bob: I am going to Cuba for a week and wanted to write you before I go. 

The Audubon matter has excited me and I think I am on to something already and will tackle it further soon after I return. 

If sufficient evidence is found I believe your suggestion that we write the matter up together is a good one. Your name should 
come first rather than in alphbetical order. To publish with a separate author in each field seems unsound when we both work 
substantially on a matter. 

Am I correct that the "grous" is or would be the first published item by Audubon? 

I would like to ha\^ you obtain for me if convenient the references which so indicate or state and also a photocopy or other 
image of the Audubon diary page involved. I would also like to have a photocopy of any later images of any quail, partridge or 
grouse which he subsequently sketched or had engra\ed. If any are in the elephant folio or other difficult spot a reference is 
adequate. 

Thank you for the Dillistin reference which Ford included. He was a friend of mine and vary capable. The two quail on the notes 
he mentions are later and associated with other than Fairman. 

I have a list of all of the New Jersey banks of issue operating during the period. I have a nice group of books and pamphlets 
(some old and some rather modem) which attempt to describe known notes but if the note was not in any museum or 
collection examined by an author or described by a bank note delineator or counterfeit detector the description might be 
omitted. It is also possible that the grouse might have been omitted in a description because other vignettes were more 
important or much larger. Thus I will be obliged not only to review New Jersey notes in my collection but also those issued by 
banks from other states where Fairman obtained bank note printing contracts and used the same vignettes. Fortunately 
Fairman customarily put his name on the bills he printed. This involves a great many notes but I will enjoy revisiting them and 
finding things I forgot I had. 

Thank you again for working me into this project. Eric 
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Subj: RE: Hermon MacNeil 

Date: 3/24/2003 10:07:24 AM Central Standard Time 

From: rburdette@Anteon.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: accurateye@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Eric, 

I'm pleased you found the enhanced drawings interesting. I was surprised at the detail in the ones done on the 
gray board and at the progressive versions of a couple of the sketches. (FYI - an infrared scan would have 
eliminated all the background spots, etc. except the pencil strokes, but I didn't have access to the equipment.) I 
really liked his oblique versions -- too bad Director Woolley didn't get to see those in final form. 

I haven't seen Dave's new book so it would be interesting to read what he has to say about MacNeil. Something 
that I hope the three "Renaissance" books will stimulate is additional research about the artists and eventual 
recovery of some of their "lost" drawings. I also have hope that other writers will adopt a more careful citation 
method so that future researchers can locate original materials. It's very frustrating to see a photo in Coin 
World, then not be able to find out where they got it because there's no usable citation. 

The 1905-1908 book (Saint-Gaudens and Pratt) is about 75% done. I have started the 1908-1913 book (Lincoln 
cent, Buffalo nickel) and am expecting info from the Fraser archives later this week. Tracking down good photos 
of the 1910-12 electrotypes Fraser made will be a problem. Please let me know if you have any leads. 

Thanks again for all your help! 

Roger 


-Original Message- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 

Sent: Sunday, March 23, 2003 9:30 PM 
To: Burdette, Roger 
Subject: Hermon MacNeil 

Dear Roger: I am truly amazed with the result of your enhancement of the MacNeil sketches. They 
are spectacular and Hermon would be very proud of them. You picked up his genius from dingy 
drawings and made them masterpieces of design. I was not sure that the standing eagle drawings 
were for the quarter or something else but you have shown that they were preliminaries. I knew the 
standing type were in circular outline for a good reason but you convinced me what they really were. 
Thank you for the tape, the very kind letter and all the acknowledgements. Your willingness to send 
me a copy of the book is generous. 

If it is not too late there is a citation you may not have used . Q. David Bowers wrote MORE 
ADVENTURES WITH RARE COINS recently and Adventure No. 16 on page 81 is on Hermon 
MacNeil. If you need the text I will send photocopies. 

If there is any way I can help you in the future please feel free to call on me, but by all means let us 
keep in touch. Serendipity has done its work so let us not have to rely on it for everything. 

Thrive, Eric 


Monday, March 31, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: AUDUBON 

Date: 3/31/2003 3:16:14 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: ERICNUMIS@AOL.COM 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your fax which arrived on Saturday and was delivered to me today. I will be glad to be in touch by 
e-mail. My address here is: peck@acnatsci.org. 

I am happy to hear that the references I sent were useful. I will make photo-copies of the other things you have 
requested and send these off to you later this week, so that they will be waiting for you when you return from 
Cuba. 

I would be delighted to collaborate with you on two or more articles about this little-known start of Audubon's 
illustration and publishing career. I think our two areas of expertise (my familiarity with Audubon and yours with 
the history of paper currency) complement each other nicely and should make for an interesting and useful series 
of papers. 

In the meantime, I wish you a safe and interesting trip to Cuba. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Tuesday, April 01, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310 5 


Mr. Robert M. Peck April 21, 2003 

Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Dear Bob: 

A mild Eureka, sjo start writing now about the “grous”. 

I have examined hundreds of images of New Jersey and Pennsylvania bank notes, 
hundreds of descriptions of those bank notes, every applicable numismatic publication of 
them I can locate , and my own extensive collection of banknotes from those states. 

There is no “grous” seen or described on any. 

I have the list of all New Jersey banks in business in 1827 whose notes were at or 
near par and in checking their issues I find certain denominations were issued but are 
undescribed and unknown to numismatic data contributors. The undescribed notes can 
result from redemption and destruction (often by burning) of all redeemed notes. I have 
checked in vain for proof examples and counterfeits of notes for a possible “grous”. That 
is the bad news. I am exhausted but I enjoyed it. You have had the same experience often 
I am sure. Now the good news. I have located a tiny engraving of what appears to be a 
single grouse used by Fairman’s firm. It seems to be somewhat like the pinnated grouse 
in Birds of America. I do not yet want to make a diagnosis and then find egg on my face 
but I am about 80% certain it is the 1824 Audubom image. I do not mean to hold out on 
you but need further help before I risk its revelation. 

You indicated Ford is sometimes inexact as to some details. Audubon left 
Edinburgh for America April 6, 1827 and Fairmam died March 18, 1827. Ford would 
seem wrong as to any 1826 date as to matters between them. I had asked you for a script 
copy of the 1824 “grous - ” reference in his diary and apparently there are other grouse 
references there including the mention of one on a New Jersey bank note and the gift of 
such a bank note to Rathbone. The 1824 reference indicates the sketch is “to be used” but 
I believe another diary insert indicates it was used. 

I enclosed a copy of the only numismatic discussion I found on the Fairman firms 
and their various names. 

In the course of research our curator (Toni Serfass) found that there are a pasted 
and bound group of Fairman engravings in the Print Room of the New York Public 
Library. Can you or a colleague find out what they are? Perhaps they could include a 
grouse image separately or included in a group. 

I have examined our bank notes which have a pair of quail and these seem to have 
been engraved in the 1850s and concerning which my deceased friend Dillistin 
previously investigated as you know. I wonder if that engraving is copied from the pair 
of quail in Birds of America. That would be a switch. My only knowledge of the looks of 
the quail images in Birds of America I found over the internet and it is not complete 


because there was another species on the plate and thus it was too wide for the internet 
image of all of the quail image. Could you send a small photocopy of the t wo quail in 
Audubon. 

I am going to look for a grouse which Fairman could have used in preparing the 
plates for ban k notes of other states than New Jersey and Pennsylvania as he did work 
further south. 

I thank you for a most stimulating challenge and I hope this is pleasing news. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. New man 








FOUNDED IN 1812 

RESEARCH • MUSEUM • EDUCATION 


E-MAIL: @acnatsci.org 
INTERNET: http://www.acnatsci.org 


215/299-1000 
(FAX) 215/299-1028 


April 22, 2003 


Dear Eric, 


I hope your trip to Cuba was a safe, pleasant and relaxing one. I am sure it was 
interesting! In any case. Welcome home. 

I sent you an e-mail after receiving your last letter, but then forgot to send you (by mail) 
the images you requested. 

Enclosed please find photo-copies of the plates from The Birds of America in which 
Audubon depicted the Ruffed Grouse and the Bob-White Quail. I hope these may help you in 
your search for the illusive bank note! 

Also enclosed is an article about the new plans for Audubon’s house. The National 
Audubon Society has contacted me about serving as a consultant to them in their efforts to 
reinterpret Mill Grove. I will be attending the dedication ceremony tomorrow night. 

With all best wishes, I remain - 


Sincerely, 



Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy 


Enclosures 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 4/22/2003 2:01:52 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: ERICNUMIS@AOL.COM 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

I hope your trip to Cuba was a safe, pleasant and relaxing one. I am sure it was interesting! In any case. 
Welcome home. 

I sent you an e-mail after receiving your last letter, but then forgot to send you (by mail) the images you 
requested. 

I have just put into today's mail photo-copies of the plates from The Birds of America in which Audubon depicted 
the Ruffed Grouse and the Bob-White Quail. I hope these may help you in your search for the illusive bank note! 

With all best wishes, I remain * As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Tuesday, April 22, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon's grouse 

Date: 4/24/2003 1:02:11 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Thank you for your e-mail. I am sorry to hear that the Cuba trip wasn't all you had hoped it might be, but it sounds 
as though it was at least interesting, even if it was not entirely pleasant! Now I look forward to hearing about your 
collecting trip to Iraq! 

The e-mail message I sent you on March 31 was as follows: 

□ ear £ric 

Thank you for your fax which arrived on Saturday and was delivered to me today. I will be glad to be in touch by 
e-mail. My address here is: peck@acnatsci.org. 

I am happy to hear that the references I sent were useful. I will make photo-copies of the other things you have 
requested and send these off to you later this week, so that they will be waiting for you when you return from 
Cuba. 

I would be delighted to collaborate with you on two or more articles about this little-known start of Audubon's 
illustration and publishing career. I think our two areas of expertise (my familiarity with Audubon and yours with 
the history of paper currency) complement each other nicely and should make for an interesting and useful series 
of papers. 

In the meantime, I wish you a safe and interesting trip to Cuba. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Thursday, April 24, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 4/28/2003 2:42:56 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: I received the Audubon photocopies of the Ruffed Grouse and the Bob White. These are not the 
species I am looking for. I need the one marked PINNATED GROUSE which has a crest and the one marked "two 
quail" which is the right part of a another grouping. I am hoping that the New York Public Library collection of 
Fairman engravings contains the grouse. Do you think there is any group of Fairman engravings in any of the 
Philadelphia institutions as Fairman was a Philadelphian? Perhaps you can inquire. What I think happened is that 
the grouse engraving was not very appealing to banks who prefered the bald eagle and the grouse was used 
perhaps on only one or two occasions. When I send you what I have found you will be delighted. I hope the 
dedication of the Mill Grove was exciting. Eric 


Monday, April 28, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 4/30/2003 10:40:14 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your e-mail message of yesterday and your letter with its various enclosures which arrived in 
today's mail. 

I am delighted that you have made so much progress with the search, though I can well imagine that it has been 
exhausting, painstaking work! 

I am sorry that I did not send you copies of Audubon's other quail and grouse pictures. The reason I sent the two 
I did is that these are the only two eastern species, and so, I thought, not only the ones Audubon would have 
known first-hand in 1824, but the ones an eastern bank would have been most interested in using. Some of the 
others, including the Mountain Quail, were see by early western explorers (including Lewis and Clark), and were 
eventually illustrated by Audubon, but would not have been readily available to him at such an early date, unless 
working from mounted specimens at Peale's Museum in Philadelphia. 

Nevertheless, I will copy these and send them to you in today's mail. 

I have made inquiries at several Philadelphia institutions about the existence of any Fairman prints here in the city 
and am still awaiting a reply. 

I will plan to go up to New York soon to look at the New York Public Library collection of Fairman prints. With luck 
we'll find the grouse there! 

As for the journal entries, I have been so far unable to find anything more than was quoted in Alice Ford and the 
Princeton Library Chronicle. The published journals do not begin until 1826 (so do not include the meeting with 
Fairman in July 1824) and they skip over the September 8th 1826 reference cited by Ford. I will try to track down 
the unpublished parts of the journal to confirm the accuracy of Ford's citations, though I suspect they will shed 
little additional light on this subject. 

I am excited to be so close on the trail of this illusive image and look forward to working with you further to resolve 
the long-standing mystery of Mr. Audubon's grouse! 

Wth continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Wednesday, April 30, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 4/30/2003 3:44:48 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Bob: The grous which Audubon drew for Fairman did not have to be an eastern shore one as no eastern bank 
official or even Fairman would probably know the difference. Perhaps Aububon had previously sketched a variety 
from elsewhere and gave it to Fairman to copy. The Audubon grous drawing could have been any size and not 
just the small size Fairman engraved for use on a bank note. I now have no idea what the habitat of the pinnated 
grouse is or was. 

As to Ford I do not think any entry in the diary for 1826 should relate to anything we are intersted in as Audubon 
was still in Europe, unless he made a casual remark to someone there about the matter. What we need is all 
entries concerning the grous or Fairman or any bank note in the period before Audubon went to Europe. When 
did Audubon leave for Europe? Where did Audubon mention the bank note? Why is there no copy of the diary 
available? You see I have only excerpts from some of the published material. 

I have hopes that the other Philadelphia institutions have some Fairman material even though Fairman came to 
Philadelphia after working in New York City and spent several years in Europe as well. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 5/2/2003 9:45:33 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

Thanks for your message. 

The 1826 diary note has to do with Audubon mentioning (or possibly giving a sample) of the Fairman engraving to 
one of his new acquaintances in England. 

Unfortunately, aside from Audubon's July 12, 1824 journal entry with its passing reference to Mr. Fairman and his 
drawing "a small grouse to be put on a bank note belonging to the State of New Jersey", there doesn't seem to be 
any other written record of the grouse drawing - though I am continuing to look for one. 

I suppose it is possible that Audubon would have given Fairman a picture of a western grouse species, but it 
would seem to me curious that he would do so. Audubon was still quite focused on local (ie Eastern North 
American) birds in 1824, for these were the birds he knew and was able to draw "from life." He sought out the 
western species to draw for his book only after the book was in production (ie after 1827). Nevertheless, if there is 
a match between a grouse engraving by Fairman for a New Jersey bank note and a later print by Audubon of a 
western grouse species, so be it. I will just have to figure out Audubon's source 

If the "Pinnated Grouse" is the one with the closest match to what you have found, this is encouraging, for there 
was a small population of this species (now extinct) then living in the East and in an area Audubon could have 
visited in 1824. In the West, where pockets of this species still remain, it is known as the "Greater Prairie 
Chicken." In the East, it was called the "Heath Hen" 

As for the Fairman prints in Philadelphia collections, I have now obtained copies of all of the Fairman engravings 
at the Philadelphia Museum of Art and at the Library Company. Unfortunately, none come close to what we are 
looking for They consist mostly of portraits and copies of other artist's work (battle scenes, landscapes, etc.). I will 
continue to look here, but these are the two institutions most likely to have work by Fairman. 

I think the New York Public Library remains our best hope. 

I hope the above information is helpful. Please let me know as you have further thoughts or questions and I will 
try to track them down from this end. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Dear Bob Now I am almost 100% sure that the engraved pinnated grous I have is the Audubon grous. The fact that such a 
specie was on the east coast in 1824 and is now extinct must have been difficult to confirm and I congratulate you on finding 
that important element. 

I am going to send you a photosat by mail. Please do not show it to anyone until we both agree it is timely. 

The most important thing for us to do is to keep the source concealed for a while to see if one of us can find an example for 
you. In my collection I have a nice group of salesmen's sample sheets of various bank note companies containing the 
engraved images of designs, vignettes, portraits, numbers, panels, etc. of various types and sizes so that the salesman can 
give the bank customer an opportunity of selecting which ones the bank might like for its bank notes, -men when the customer 
selects the engraving or engravings the bank note is prepared from steel rollers containing each design. I have two large 
sample sheets prepared by Fairman Draper Underwood & Co. One is dated 1824 and one is dated 1830. The latter has two 
identical separated images of the grous. There may be other sample sheets from those dates or in between but I am now 
unaware of them. The 1824 sample sheet must ha\*s been prepared in late 1823 or \^ry early 1824 so that the grous could not 
have been ready by then. The 1830 sample sheet was obviously a carryover of designs on hand so that the firm was still trying 
to sell the grous design at that time. The name Fairman Draper Underwood & Co was still being used by his partners even 
though Fairman had died. The grous design was apparently not very popular because an American eagle was an available 
alternate 

I know that this situation will be very exciting to you evsn though it is not the perfect solution you had been hoping for. 
Nevertheless if it had been easy to find it would have been located long ago. It is a beautiful detailed engraving and I will await 
what you have to say after you see it. I am only sending you the portion of the large sheet with the grous design and a couple 
of other images. I cannot image the whole sheets without going to a specialty copier. 

I hope you will now be able to obtain copies of the script 1824 and 1826 diary entries as they will enhance the presentation in 
my opinion. Digital photos would be great and not be objected to because the diary would not be directly contacted. 

Now I am going to fly into my collection to find the two quail image of 1850 which I belies is on a Michigan note as my friend 
Dillistin stated. 

This is fun. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 5/5/2003 12:26:02 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


I am thrilled to receive your news and can hardly contain my excitement at this tremendous breakthrough! 
Congratulations! 

Needless to say, whatever you send me will be kept in the strictest confidence until both of us are satisfied with 
our jointly-authored article(s) and it appears in print. 

I will begin working on when and where Audubon could have seen the Heath Hen (Pinnated Grouse). 

I look forward to receiving your letter and photostat. 

With all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
USA. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Your Bird of "Pray" au du bois 

Date: 5/12/2003 3:58:14 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


ucai i—i iv, 

Thanks for your message. I'd love to hear your ideas about the bank that failed (or never issued the grouse 
notes). I can certainly check the Philadelphia papers for coverage of a bank failure (say the depression of 1837 
or one of the others during that period) but I will need to know what I am looking for (both bank name and dates). 
Having done this sort of research before, I know how time-consuming it can be if you don’t know exactly what you 


are seeking. 

I have nothing further to report at the moment (I have been finishing up another article 
Magazine). 

I hope to be able to get up to New York within the next few weeks to take a look at the 
New York Public Library. 

Should I be looking for an envelope from you? Your last message sounded as though 
something my way. 

Hope all's well with you. 

Best wishes - Bob 


on Audubon for Antiques 
Fairman collections at the 
you were sending 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Your Bird of "Pray" au du bois 

Date: 5/12/2003 8:44:00 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Bob: You should have had an envelope from me by now containg images. If it does not appear then I will repeat 
it. 

As to looking for something in the Philadelphia papers I now have information that the State Bank of New Jersey 
at Trenton began to collapse in July 1825 and its bank note issues were totally worthless by July 1826. It was a 
fraud and there ought to be plenty in the newspapers. Its bank notes of several low denominations were prepared 
by Fairman Draper Underwood. However the State Bank of New Jersey at Camden was a very sound bank and 
its issues were also prepared by Fairman Draper Underwood. They were entirely separate institutions. The 
Camden bank bills were probably very similar in design to the Trenton bank bills. Thus there were a quantity of 
worthless TRENTON bills in which the word Trenton was eradicated from the bills and the word CAMDEN was 
substituted. The words were virtually the same length. These are what are called altered bills and this was a 
common fraudulent practice much simpler than counterfeiting. I have a number of the Trenton bills which are not 
altered. Others have the altered Trenton bills and I am trying to locate them. What could have happened is that 
the Camden Bank thought the best way to stop the fraud and relieve the public was to withdraw from circulation 
all genuine denominations which were the same denominations as those which were altered. In other words for a 
while no $1, $2, or $3 genuine bills would be left in circulation and were burned up by the issuing bank as 
redeemed.Thus genuine denominations of those bills became unknown. The altered bills when presented would 
be destroyed or cancelled in some way. The Camden Bank might then tel! the public not to accept bills of a 
certain denomination, good or bad.This event would have taken place very soon after a grous on a Camden bill 
could have been issued. This is very logical but has very little proof excep f that certa n b f?s are kno a - to ex st and 
certain are not. I will explain this further after I hear from the Newark Museum which i Emailed today but naturally 
gave no hint of our project, only what hills they might locate for me I helped them with a publication many years 
ago. Onward. Eric 


Monday, May 12, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 



Page 1 of 1 


siuin^aug ismjuo BOiisiuy £Q0Z ‘W ‘X^psaups^ 


Subj: Re: bank notes 

Date: 5/14/2003 9:25:57 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


I was away from the office yesterday and so just received your most recent message. I find your theory about the 
two New Jersey banks fascinating and totally plausible. It certainly would explain why Audubon's (le Fairman s) 
grouse bill would have disappeared from circulation. Let's hope we can find one of the withdrawn notes! 

This project gets more and more interesting and exciting! 

Still... mums the word! Best wishes- Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: bank notes 

Date: 5/14/2003 9:25:57 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

I was away from the office yesterday and so just received your most recent message. I find your theory about the 
two New Jersey banks fascinating and totally plausible. It certainly would explain why Audubon's (ie Fairman's) 
grouse bill would have disappeared from circulation. Let's hope we can find one of the withdrawn notes! 

This project gets more and more interesting and exciting! 

Still...mums the word! Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: bank notes 

Date: 5/14/2003 4:08:23 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Bob: I told you this morning that the nearly all of the $1 and $2 State Bank at Camden notes were said in 1862 to 
have been withdrawn three years before then. This was copied from prior publications and I am back to 1858 with 
the same statement already. The three years keep moving back. Copycats make it difficult to pin down dates. 
Onward. Eric 
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Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 

Sent from 


Re: bank notes 

5/14/2003 12:00:19 PM Central Standard Time 

peck@acnatsci.org 
EricNumis@aol.com 
the Internet (Details) 


Dgst Eric 

Thank you for your most recent message. I am sure that the State Bank at Camden or its successor has long 
since been gobbled up by one of the corporate giants that dominate banking in this region (First Union seems to 
have taken over every little bank from Virginia to Massachusetts!). 1 will call around and see if I can find out 
where the original bank's archives might be, if they exist at all... Perhaps there is ami historical society in Camden 
or the New Jersey State Historical Society in Trenton will know something about it. III let you know what I turn up. 


In the meantime, I am sorry to say that the image of the Grouse you sent me has never arrived. Do please send 
another. I can’t wait to see it. Many thanks. - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: bank notes 

Date: 5/14/2003 4:33:51 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

This is good news! If you can trace the three year blocks all the way back to 1824-27 our case would be even 
stronger. No? Best wishes for continued discovery! - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: bank notes 

Date: 5/19/2003 12:45:44 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: I am glad that one grous shipment arrived. Maybe the other has flown the coop but will return. 

Based upon your report I believe that the New York Public Library has a Fairman Draper Underwood & Co sheet 
which I do not know about. I have two by that firm, one with 56 images dated 1824 and one with 60 images dated 
1830. There must have been several others between. The dates are often very small on those sheets. Can you 
ask the NY Public Library to make a photocopy or other image of its item in full size or less if necessary? Perhaps 
it can make one for each of us. Whether that request might be made before you go is up to you but it might save 
me lots of work. 

Do you agree that this is a pinnated grouse or is it another species? 

My best. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Audubon's grouse 

Date: 6/2/2003 10:05:03 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message of Friday afternoon. I will look forward to seeing the entire image. Let me know the 
dates you would like checked in the Philadelphia newspapers and I will see if I can find an intern to take it on! 
Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: bank notes 

Date: 6/5/2003 9:57:16 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Thank you for sending me the copy of the overview of the Underwood sample sheets. I had no idea they were so 
big! Now that I see the symmetry on these sheets I understand why he repeated the grouse twice. 

I am very much looking forward to seeing what they may have in New York. 

Hope all's well with you. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
US.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 6/6/2007 3:08:15 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I just finished a phone conversation with Bill Steiner in which he 
assured me it would be OK for us to publish our Grouse article in as 
many other places as we might want. He asked when we might be able to 
submit our manuscript for review. I told him I was waiting to get 
comments back from you so that I could develop a second draft. 

Inspired by that conversation, I thought I would write to see how you 
are progressing with your comments and additions? I will look forward 
to receiving them as soon as possible so that I can work on the 
manuscript some more before I leave town (and my computer) for the 
summer (on July 1). 


I hope all is well with you. 

Best wishes - Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon's grouse 

Date: 6/24/2003 9:27:55 AM Central Standard Time 

From. peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

This is just a quick note to remind you that this is the week I will be going up to New York to look at the Fairman 
materials in the New York Public Library. Is there anything else you would like me to check? I will be there on 
Thursday. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Tuesday, June 24, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon. 

Date: 6/25/2003 9:02:50 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message and instructions. I will be back in touch on Friday with my findings. I too am very 
excited by what might be there. 

Last week I examined an original watercolor of a Ruffed Grouse by Audubon from about 1810 (and another by 
Alexander Wilson from a few years earlier) While the pose of Audubon's bird is similar to the one on your sample 
sheet, the funny feather tufts by the ears are not present. These do appear, however, in Mark Catesby's earlier 
depiction of the Heath Hen (Pinnated Grouse), thus confirming my suspicion that Audubon's New Jersey bank 
"grouse" may, in fact, have been the now-extinct Heath Hen of New England. 

This continues to be a fun challenge to sort out, with mysteries on both the banking and ornithological sides of the 
story. 

I look forward to hearing what your associates are able to find with regard to the Bank of Camden. (By the way, I 
appreciate your discretion in keeping their assignment so generic. Naturally, I will do the same when discussing 
the Fairman materials with curators at the New York Public Library. In all of my research for this project I am 
being very secretive, lest someone else find out what is going on and "scoop" us.) 

Until Friday. . As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon - N.Y. Public Library 

Date: 6/27/2003 10:30:41 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Well, I am afraid I have disappointing news. While The New York Public Library did have a different sample sheet 
of bank note vignettes from the firm of Fairman, Draper, Underwood & Co., it had nothing else to shed light on our 

investigation. . .... 

The sheet they have has 33 different vignettes including the grouse and also the Fairmount Waterworks (which 
helps date it to some time after 1818). 

The library has three sample documents, including a $5 note from a bank in Carlisle, PA, (1810), but nothing with 
the grouse except the sample sheet. To my great disappointment, they had none of Faiman's papers, 
correspondence, or original artwork. 

I'm afraid my trip and day at the library has done little to advance our project. 

I will re-double my efforts to track Fairman's papers here in Philadelphia. Surely somewhere they must exist... 

I am sorry to be the bearer of such disappointing news. - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon - N.Y. Public Library (Out of the office.) 

Date. 6/29/2003 5:36:52 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


PLEASE NOTE: I will be out of the office until August 4 and will be unable to read or respond to your message 
until that time. If you need to send me a written communication (i.e. "hard copy" of your message) please do so, 
addressing it to me at The Academy of Natural Sciences, 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia, PA 
19103. Thank you. I will look forward to responding when I return. 


Sunday, June 29, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon - N.Y. Public Library 

Date: 6/29/2003 5:35:36 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Bob: I think you have very exciting news and probably a good find. My sample sheet with the grouse has 56 
images , 6 of which are repeaters. Mine is dated 1830. The sheet you found has only 33 images and probably has 
a date and a sheet number on it. Perhaps you recorded that but if you did not please ask them for that data and 
by all means ask to have a photocopy or image made of it as it is probably years earlier than mine. The earlier 
date is very probative. Congratulations. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Audubon 

Date: 8/7/2003 1:55:55 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

Thanks for your message. I think I will order the digital image as we will be able to blow that up more easily. I will 
ask for it in the highest resolution possible so that we can create a very accurate and detailed reproduction. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Thursday, August 07, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: 

Re: Audubon 

Date: 

8/7/2003 9:21:52 AM Central Standard Time 

From: 

peck@acnatsci.org 

To: 

EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from 

the Internet (Details) 

Dear Eric, 



Thank you for your message. Yes, it was nice to oe away, dui I am glad to be back now and catching up. 

I asked the N Y. Public Library for a xerox of the sample sheet, which would have been very easy for them to 
make but they said I would have to request a photograph which is much more expensive ($30 or $40 as opposed 
to 25 cents) This made me balk as I didn't see that the sheet would tell us anything more than the ones your 
have (especially as theirs is not dated). Also, if we were to reproduce it anywhere, there would be additional 
fees. Had they had the original Audubon sketch or a sample note with the grouse, I would have ordered the 

photograph without hesitation, but what they had made me wonder if it was worth the cost. 

Let's discuss further where we stand and whether we have enough information (and interesting images) for an 
article. 


I hope your summer has been a good one. 
Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Fellow of the Academy, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon 

Date: 8/7/2003 10:58:26 AM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: I am glad you are back and glad that you are glad to be back. 

I certainly thought that two not for profit learned institutions would not require fees other than perhaps actual cost 
for a reproduction of one sheet. The digital camera can reproduce their item easily. We have to have it as I think 
our chances of finding the original bank note are slim which I will explain in detail in due course. If this is a 
photograph they will furnish do you know whether it will be in full size or small size or a negative which we can 
enlarge later? I do not care if it has a date or number on it as I will be able to date it by the images it bears. 
Perhaps they will consider making four partial photostats if it is too big for their photocopier. 

In any event we will pay for the image if that is the best you can do. Many years ago I gave them two early Dutch 
maps with views of New York City which they did not have in their very extensive collection and those maps today 
are worth thousands. Have you any further thoughts on this matter? 

Eric 
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Subj: Re: The bird 

Date: 9/22/2003 9:55:09 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message. In the month that has passed since our last correspondence 
(Yipes! Can it have been that long?) lots has happened here. Among other things, I have 
been named Senior Fellow and Librarian of the Academy. This sudden addition of 
administrative duties has thrown me a bit off track on our Audubon project. Unfortunately, the 
order for the digital image of the Fairman Draper Underwood sample sheet from the NY Public 
Library was one of the things that I had to put on the back burner until I could get on top of the 
new library job. I promise to order it this week and to forward you the resulting image as soon 
as I receive it. I apologize for this delay. 

I have another Audubon-related article appearing in the October issue of Antiques magazine 
and will send that along as well. 

With continued enthusiasm for our project, but an extra layer of scheduling to work through, I 
remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Academy Librarian and 
Senior Fellow, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 



FOUNDED IN 1812 
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E-MAIL: @acnatsci.org 
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Subj: Bank Notes 

Date: 10/16/2003 3:06:39 PM Central Standard Time 

From. peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Good news! I am happy to report that the CD has just arrived from the New York Public 
Library. I have made a copy of it and am forwarding it to you in today's mail. 

I had some trouble opening it at first, then when I did, the image looked all "pixilated." After 
zooming in, however, it became sharper and sharper. So dense is the digitizing that you can 
blow each vignette up so that it fills the entire computer screen. In short, you can see the 
images more clearly on this CD than on the original print! 

Let me know when you receive it (and if you have trouble opening it). I'll look forward to 
hearing your reaction. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Academy Librarian and 
Senior Fellow, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Friday, October 17, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 






FOUNDED IN 1812 

RESEARCH • MUSEUM • EDUCATION 


E-MAIL: @acnatsci.org 
INTERNET: http://www.acnatsci.org 


215/299-1000 
(FAX) 215/299-1028 


October 16, 2003 


Dear Eric, 

Enclosed please find a copy of the CD from the New York Public Library. 

I had some trouble opening it at first, then when I did, the image looked all "pixilated." 
After zooming in, however, it became sharper and sharper. So dense is the digitizing 
that you can blow each vignette up so that it fills the entire computer screen. In short, 
you can see the images more clearly on this CD than on the original print! 

Let me know when you receive it (and if you have trouble opening it). I'll look forward 
to hearing your reaction. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, 


Enclosure 
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Subj: Grousing 

Date: 10/22/2003 12:15:46 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear Bob: The copy of the NY Public Library sample sheet of Fairman Draper 
Underwood arrived and it is very helpful even if undated. Many thanks. 

I have new thought which will shake things up somewhat. It is entirely possible that 
the diary of A is accurate about what Fairman planned to do about using the grouse 
image on a New Jersey bank note but the selection of the vignettes on a bank note 
is entirely up to the bank and not the engraving firm. The engraving firm presents 
what vignettes it has to offer. The grouse may not have been selected and was 
merely carried forward on the sample sheets. The eagle was usually selected for 
patriotic reasons for the "between signatures" vignette which was what the grouse 
was designed for. The diary did not say A saw the grouse on a note. Does the entry 
in England contradict this or 

not? I have one more 

collection to check in mid November when the items are being brought here for me 
to see. 

What a fascinating mystery! Eric 


Wednesday, October 22, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Re: Grousing 

Date. 10/22/2003 1:46:27 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I am glad the disk arrived safely and that you have been able to view it. I think your theory may 
be a good one, although the Princeton University Library exhibition of 1959-60 apparently 
exhibited several bank notes in which a grouse was used. Three were printed by the 
American Bank Note Co. and one by Danforth, Bald & Co. of Philadelphia. All of these notes 
were printed much later than the Fairman samples (1852-1865), but I suppose it is possible 
that the plate was sold and used later. Do you have the list of notes exhibited at Princeton 
which I sent you on March 25? If not I can send it again. Do you know how (or whether) any of 
these firms may have been related to Fairman, Draper. Underwood and Co.? 

Alice Ford made some reference to Audubon showing one of the banknotes to friends in 
Liverpool, but as she does not footnote this reference, it is difficult to trace. 

I wish we could date the NYPL Fairman sample sheet with more precision. Since the 
Fairmount Waterworks are represented, I can give it a "no earlier than 1822" date, but as 
Audubon claims not to have given his drawing to Fairman until 1824, this isn't much help. I 
should look at it again more carefully to see if any of the other vignettes are datable. 

I'll be interested to hear what you discover when you examine the materials mentioned in your 
last message in mid-November. 

After that, and when we have exhausted all other research possibilities, I will draft an article 
discussing the different explanations of the mysterious "missing grouse" and send it to you to 
take a look at. 

Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - 
As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Academy Librarian and 
Senior Fellow, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Grousing 

Date: 10/22/2003 5:37:28 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear Bob: I do NOT have the Princeton Library exhibit detail. Please send it 
again because if it was an attachment it could have been wiped out. It is very 
important for me. 

I have most of the detail of the mergers of the bank note companies. They kept all 
of their plates and most of them still exist in the American bank Note Company 
Archives. The printed sheets held by the archives were sold at auction in 1990 and I 
have contacted those who bought the New Jersey sheets. After I get the Princeton 
detail we may have to ask Princeton to see their original file to determine what bank 
notes they exhibited. 

As to the comments of Audubon in England I have asked to see the actual text of 
the diary because you said that Ford was unreliable and that the original was 
destroyed by the family after it was copied. Is the copy available somewhere? 

Eric 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 10/29/2003 12:13:10 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Bob: I mailed to you today a full size photocopy of both bank note sample sheets in 
my collection. I included a memo of the repetition of engravings and duplication on 
those sheets as well as on the NYPL sheet. This was to see if I can date them 
better. 

I also enclosed a blow up of our vigorous grouse. 

As to the title of our article I think you may be sticking our necks out by using the 
word PUBLISHED. Is putting it into a sample sheet publishing it? I have the 
following titles to suggest. 

THE FIRST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD 
THE EARLIEST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD 
JOHN J. AUDUBON'S FIRST BIRD ENGRAVING 
JOHN J. AUDUBON'S FIRST ENGRAVED BIRD 

The word FINDING can be inserted in front of all of the foregoing as well as 
DISCOVERING. These beginning words put more life into the project. 

We have to be careful not to give the impression that Audubon did the engraving. 
As of now I like DISCOVERING THE EARLIEST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON 
BIRD 
Eric 
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Subj: Re: {no subject) 

Date: 10/29/2003 1:04:59 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thanks for your message and the many good suggestions for titles. I agree that "discovering" 
is a good word to consider for the title, unless that is too strong a claim. How about "searching 
for" or "sleuthing out" ? I will look forward to your package. 

Best wishes , Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Academy Librarian and 
Senior Fellow, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: (no subject) 

Date: 10/29/2003 1:04:59 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thanks for your message and the many good suggestions for titles. I agree that "discovering" 
is a good word to consider for the title, unless that is too strong a claim. How about "searching 
for" or "sleuthing out" ? I will look forward to your package. 

Best wishes , Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Academy Librarian and 
Senior Fellow, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Date: 1V5/2010??:09:56 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


confirmed my belief that the bird represented P than Martha ' S 

learned that this species, now extinct in the East was found n many a in the 

Vineyard (its last stronghold). It may have ' a New Jersey bank note! 

1824!) . u _ . 

I'll be back in touch soon. Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Academy Librarian and 
Senior Fellow, 

Curator of Art and Artifacts, 

Editor of Scientific Publications 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 11/24/2003 6:37:11 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: A very happy thanksgiving. 

The last major New Jersey paper money source came here to visit and there are no 
grouse to be found. I have checked all the literature and the collections I know of 
and I yield on finding on a bank note what was found on the bank note sample 
sheets. 

I am mailing to you shortly all of the material I have found on the history of Fairman 
and the other bank note engravers of the 

period involved. That was well researched long ago by others fortunately and the 
work is reliable. 

I am also mailing you photocopies of birds other than eagles on bank notes 
regardless of the fact that they are not in the period we are interested in. They are a 
pair of quail (?) and a pair of ducks (?). The ornamentation is between the 
signatures on the bank notes just as Fairman intended for Audubon. They are all 
from my collection and I know of no other similar bird ornamentation other than 
eagles. There are loads of other subjects used in that position such as a portrait 
horse, dog, swimmer, medallion, boat, etc. 

After you study them a bit I think your experts can tell us for sure the kind of grouse 
we are dealing with as well as the quail and ducks. "A bird in hand is worth two in 
the bush. (This is appropriate for us 

to use in the text) , cannot fjnc j a 

tu rk e y on any of the bank notes as all available ones probably had been eatenfor 
the holiday celebrations during that period. 

This project is very exciting and although I have several others in the cooker this 
one is ready for your first draft I believe. 

Eric 
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Daniel Giraud Elliot 

A Monograph of the Felidae or Family of Cats 
Plate 35, Felis shawiana, “Shaw’s Gat” 
Illustration by Joseph Wolf 

[London] Published for the subscribers, by the author, 1883 


The Academy of Natural Sciences, Ewell Sale Stewart Library 
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Subj: Grouse 

Date: 02/19/2004 12:31:59 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear Bob: The Missouri Historical Society exhibition of the Lewis and Clark material 
now in St. Louis is really spectacular and I note that your organization loaned many 
items and that the exhibit will move to your abode in the fall. 

I have not heard from you this year but you said you could not begin to write your 
part of the Audubon article until last month. 

Therefore my tongue is hanging out for the first draft. 

I hope you are in fine fettle and almost ready to send something. I am working on 
several other matters at present so I will divert them as soon as you put me to work 
on the bird. 

My best. Eric 


Thursday, February 19, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 





Subj: Re: Grouse 

Date: 02/19/2004 1:52:20 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thanks for your message. I have been meaning to get in touch with you to let you know that 
my work load has extended itself into early March, so I have not yet had a chance to tackle the 
grouse head-on. I am finishing the editing of a book this week (and next) and opening an 
exhibition in Washington D.C. (on Audubon's rival, John Gould) week-after-next, then lecturing 
there on the 10th. Once these major projects are behind me, I will be able to re-focus on our 
beloved bird. Sorry for the delay. Thanks for your patience. 

I hope all is well with you. Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Academy Librarian 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Thursday, February 19, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 03/08/2004 9:31:30 AM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear Bob: 

Will the recent book by Susanne M. Low on the Audubon Elephant Folios help in 
identifying or clearing up the varieties of grouse? Can she be of help to us? Eric 


Monday, March 08, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Susanne Low's book 

Date: 03/08/2004 10:34:47 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


I have a copy of Susanne Low’s book and, unfortunately, it won't help us. It is simply a plate- 
by-plate description of the double-elephant folio. It is very well done (in fact I gave the 
publishers a "blurb" about it to put on the dust jacket) but it is not relevant to our project. 


I have been totally occupied by an exhibition on the life and travels of John Gould for the 
Australian embassy and the concurrent completion of big publishing project, so have not yet 
had a chance to focus on our Audubon article. But the spring looks more promising... 

Nevertheless I have been keeping up with the Audubon literature and am now reading 
(simultaneously) two new biographies of Audubon that have just come out in England. They 
fail to even mention the grouse banknote story! 

I was in New York week-before-last and had a few hours free which I used to visit the New 
York Historical Society. There I examined 30 or forty of Audubon's original watercolors (mostly 
birds but some mammals as well). Last week I saw several more originals at the American 
Philosophical Society. Unfortunately, none came close to "our" grouse, but then I really didn t 
expect them to. If the grouse story had been easy to solve, someone would have long ago. 
Still, it is always a treat to see original work by Audubon. 

incidentally, I have been working with Larry Hott of Florentine Films about making a 
documentary on Audubon’s life for PBS. I'll keep you posted on our progress. 

Sorry not to have anything for you yet, but I promise I will before too much longer. My goal is 
to have a draft by the summer. 

Until then, with all best wishes, l remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Academy Librarian 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Monday, March 08, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 04/30/2004 12:09:04 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNymis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear (maybe not dear.anymore>Beb: Are you 

grousing about something? flov\M *^% coop? Have you gone north with 

other birds? Have V& ^tecteJy^ Mississippi River friend, Eric? 


Friday, April 30, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon 

Date: 05/03/2004 9:40:11 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


□ear Eric 

Thank you for your message and wonderful description of your close encounter with an 
oranqutan. I understand they have a very distinctive odor! We saw an orphaned juvenile, but, 
alas, no adults. And I envy you and your wife sleeping in the Long Houses. I am sorry to say 
that our accommodations were far more mundane. 


I will put the Gould material in the mail to you this afternoon. 

Warm best wishes from your grousey friend - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Academy Librarian 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Monday, May 03, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Grouse 

Date: 07/03/2004 5:32:37 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear Bob: 

You have matured 6 months since you said you would begin writing your part of the 
grouse. Perhaps you began and perhaps you almost began. This holiday weekend I 
am following up on open matters and guess what; my file with you appeared. 

I know how many irons you have in the fire so tell me how to urge you to move 
toward completion. I cannot assemble and consolidate my portion until you have 
prepared a draft of yours. Let's put the bird in flight. 

I hope you have or had a happy holiday. Eric 


Saturday, July 03, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 



Subj: Where are you? 

Date: 08/04/2004 5:07:50 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: 

A month ago I sent you a couple of Emails and received an automatic answer that 
you were away. Have you had a nice long vacation or a nice long project? 

If you are not snowed under please let me know what is there to grouse about. 
Our Mercantile Library director just published a talk he gave in 1994 about 
Audubon's expedition in 1843 from St. Louis to gather animals. It is in the Report 
of Mercantile Library to Members 2003 - 2004 and if you do not have it I will 
arrange to have one sent to you. 

My best. Eric 


Wednesday, August 04, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Greetings from Philadelphia 

Date: 08/05/2004 8:58:48 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message. I have just returned from a month away from the office, half of which was 
professional (to give a series of lectures on the history of exploration for Oxford University and to participate in a 
conference on the art of exploration at the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich England, and half of which 
was vacation time with my family in Maine. 

I am now back in the office and will be able to follow up on the request you sent regarding the address of a 
Philadelphia instrument maker. (I'm sure there are libraries which contain the sorts of directories in which this can 
be checked, the challenge will be finding someone there willing to take the time necessary to do the research) 

I would be most interested in seeing a copy of the paper the Mercantile Library Director gave in 1994 about 
Audubon's 1843 Missouri River expedition. As you know, this is the same trip about which I wrote a chapter for 
the Abrams book John James Audubon in the West (2000). 

Since we last corresponded, I have written a short paper for the Archives of Natural History (the journal of the 
Society for the History of Natural History) about some newly discovered Audubon pencil drawings and I am now in 
the process of reviewing two new biographies of Audubon and researching for a PBS documentary about him. 

So, given my current steeping in all of this "Auduboniana" I should be well positioned to begin writing our long- 
postponed article on the missing grouse. My wife and children will be away for some of August, so this should 
leave a few evenings free to write. (Normally, with a five year old daughter and twin 2 !4 year old boys, life when I 
get home at the end of the work day is far to hectic to do any serious research or writing!) 

You have been very patient with me over these past few years. Please keep the faith and I promise to create 
something we will both be happy with! 

In the meantime, with continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Academy Librarian 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
USA. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 08/04/04 06:07PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

A month ago I sent you a couple of Emails and received an automatic answer 
that you were away. Have you had a nice long vacation or a nice long project? 
If you are not snowed under please let me know what is there to grouse about. 
Our Mercantile Library director just published a talk he gave in 1994 about 
Audubon's expedition in 1843 from St. Louis to gather animals. It is in the 
Report of Mercantile Library to Members 2003 - 2004 and if you do not have it 
I will arrange to have one sent to you. 

My best. Eric 


Friday, August 06, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon's Grouse 

Date: 08/30/2004 11:57:40 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To. EricNumis@aol.com 

YouwHl'be glad to hear that I have almost completed my draft of our article on Audubon's illusive grouse! I have 
a few details to insert and another revision to make, but I promise to have a final copy of it in the mail to you 
before the week is out! Can you believe it? It has been a long time simmering on my stove, but is now at a rolling 
boil. I hope you will like what I have written. 

Cheers! - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Academy Librarian 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
USA. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Monday, August 30, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


FOUNDED IN 1812 

RESEARCH • MUSEUM • EDUCATION 


PHILADELPHIA 


(URL) http://vwvw.acnatsci.org 
(TEL) 215/299-1040 
(FAX) 215/299-1144 

September 1, 2004 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 

In looking back over our correspondence since early 2003 when I first raised the 
question about Audubon’s mysterious bank note, I am impressed by your patience and 
good humor. I am happy to say that, after much delay, I have finally completed a draft of 
a manuscript summarizing our discoveries. I would welcome any corrections, additions 
or further thoughts you may have once you have seen its content. 

I have several questions for you: 

1) Who do you think is the bearded man with the neck ruff on your 1824 sample sheet 
from Fairman, Draper, Underwood & Co.? I have guessed Sir Walter Raleigh, but 
this is based on a tiny photocopy. 

2) When did the U.S. government establish a national banking system? I have said the 
1850s, but haven’t researched this, (see p. 2) 

3) I have stated that no complete sets of small denomination bills from the two New 
Jersey banks exist (see page 4). Is this correct? 


I have not provided the illustrations with this draft, but you will know the images. 
They are as follows: 

Figure 1 1824 sample sheet from Fairman Draper, Underwood & Co. (EPN 

collection) 

Figure 2 - Undated sample sheet from Fairman Draper, Underwood & Co. (NYHS 
collection) 

Figure 3 - Detail of duck vignette (EPN collection?) 

Figure 4 - Detail of Bobwhite vignette (EPN collection?) 

Figure 5 - 1830 sample sheet from Fairman Draper, Underwood & Co. (EPN 
collection) 

Also, I have not yet done the footnotes (endnotes) or bibliography. 


_ THE EWELL SALE STEWART LIBRARY _ 

THE ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES • 1 900 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PARKWAY • PHILADELPHIA PA 19103-1 195 





I look forward to picking up the pace on this project now that we have a manuscript 
to work with. Thanks again for all of your hard work in researching the banknotes of 
New Jersey (and elsewhere). I do think we have an interesting story to tell. Let me know 
if you think there are better ways to tell it. 


Your slow but loyal friend 



Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 


Enclosure 


P.S. Thank you for sending me the Annual Report of the St. Louis Mercantile Library. I 
greatly enjoyed reading John Neal Hoover’s article “Nimrod with a Paintbrush” about 
Audubon’s western expedition of 1843. As you know, this was the subject of the 
national traveling exhibition and book Audubon in the West The Last Expedition (2000) 
on which I worked with the Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody Wyoming, so it is a 
subject that is near and dear to my heart! 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Grousing 

Date: 09/08/2004 8:16:38 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear Bob: 

I have been in Marthas Vineyard where my granddaughter was married. We had a 
wonderful time and a group of US Peace Corps 

friends who served in Paraguay with her celebrated with all of her other friends 
and family. 

I am delighted to receive your draft. 

It is very important to keep our project a secret so in any inquiries you make fog 
up the purpose. 

My new suggestion for a title is DISCOVERY OF THE EARLIEST ENGRAVING 
OF AN AUDUBON BIRD. 

I have now located a bank note company's incomplete trial proof of a slightly later 
period with our grouse on it and am on a further search. I will elucidate soon but 
reality has joined us. It is not New Jersey. ^ 

In answer to your questions the bearded man i/TRaleigh and the National Bank 
System was created in 1863. 

There were more than two banks formed in New Jersey in the early period by the 
same legislation and I will straighten that out. 

You quote the entry in Audubon's diary for the American event but do not quote 
the English entry. I would like the exact quote for the English entry. 

I would like you to include where the Pinated Grouse or Heath Hen may survive 
today. My spellchecker tells me pinnated is the spelling. 

I would like you to write out your footnotes and biblio in whatever form they are in 
now as they will help me. 

Do we have any other 19th century images of a heath hen or any mention of 
them? Do any dictionaries or compendia mention them? When were they first 
recognized? 

I was fascinated by the pinnae and wonder if any other birds have them and if 
they are different between male and female. 

This is it for now. What an exciting project. 

Eric 


Wednesday, September 08, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Grousing 

Date: 09/09/2004 9:08:18 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thanks for your message and congratulations on your granddaughter's marriage. It sounds like it was a great 
wedding. 

I am delighted that we are now at the next stage in our Audubon grouse project and that you continue to make 
discoveries in this fascinating mystery. The new bank note you have found (with the grouse) would change my 
assertion that the plates were not passed along to a successor company, but would not change the possible 
scenario of an earlier (1824-26) New Jersey banknote. 

The second diary quote may be difficult to get as it is from an unpublished manuscript cited (but not footnoted) by 
Alice Ford. I will continue to search for it, but we may have to rely on Ford's quote. 

The Pinnated Grouse still exists in small numbers in the Midwest (Kansas) where it is now known as the Greater 
Prairie Chicken. The last Heath Hen (the eastern species that is presumably the subject of Audubon's plate) 
disappeared from the East (where its last known breeding ground was Martha's Vineyard !) in 1931 or 32. In the 
1820's, when Audubon drew it, they were already scarce, but still found in scrubby habitats from North Carolina to 
Maine. According to one source I consulted "Long Island, New York, New Jersey as well as Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts constituted the Heath Hen's stronghold." [see Christopher Cockinos, Hope is a 
Thing with Feathers, New York. Penguin Putnam, Inc., 200, p. 121], I will find some contemporary descriptions, 
but don't want to distract too much from the main storyline by discussing the bird. This was not intended as a 
scientific illustration, so the biology of the bird is almost irrelevant. I can put this information in a footnote. 

By the way, the pinnae are found only in the male birds. They are controlled by muscles in the neck and can be 
elevated during courting displays - at the same time the featherless air-sacks are inflated and used to project a 
vocal "booming" sound to attract females to a gathering place called a "lek." I will look for some contemporary 
descriptions (and possibly even a description by Audubon) but would prefer not to put too much emphasis on this 
in our article as I think it could be distracting. The good news is that we now know that Heath Hens were found in 
New Jersey (and lots of other areas in the East) at the time Audubon drew these for Fairman. 

I do have one change or correction to my draft as it currently stands: Audubon's trip up the Hudson River, Lake 
Erie and Niagara Falls came in August, the month after he reported giving his drawing to Fairman, so I think I will 
just drop that sentence from page 3. The fact is he could have seen the birds almost anywhere, so we don't need 
to (and shouldn’t try to) speculate on where he found them. 

I am glad to know the details of the banking system and will insert the 1863 date on page 2. I can also insert a 
line or two about the number of state banks in New Jersey as soon as you have that information. We can provide 
more information on this in a footnote. 


Naturally, I have kept our project and our discovery secret and have veiled every inquiry in such a way as to 
prevent anyone from figuring out what we're researching. 

I have now been through six different biographies of Audubon (!) and find that only Alice Ford seems to have 
picked up on the Fairman grouse reference. Maybe his other biographers were so frustrated to find a cold trail 
that they dismissed the grouse reference as a trivial or false claim by Audubon and decided not to pursue it. In 
any case, I have been looking hard through the Audubon literature and have found nothing else for us to use as a 
clue or confirmation of his story (or our interpretation of it). 

I will look forward to hearing more from you in due course. The plot thickens and our story becomes more and 
more interesting as we go... 

Best wishes from a fellow grouser in far-away Philadelphia! 

As ever, Bob 


Thursday, September 09, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 09/08/04 09:16PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

I have been in Marthas Vineyard where my granddaughter was married. We had a 
wonderful time and a group of US Peace Corps 
friends who served in Paraguay with her celebrated with all of her other 
friends and family. 

I am delighted to receive your draft. 

It is very important to keep our project a secret so in any inquiries you 
make fog up the purpose. 

My new suggestion for a title is DISCOVERY OF THE EARLIEST ENGRAVING OF AN 
AUDUBON BIRD. 

I have now located a bank note company's incomplete trial proof of a 
slightly later period with our grouse on it and am on a further search. I will 
elucidate soon but reality has joined us. It is not New Jersey. 

In answer to your questions the bearded man in Raleigh and the National Bank 
System was created in 1863. 

There were more than two banks formed in New Jersey in the early period by 
the same legislation and I will straighten that out. 

You quote the entry in Audubon's diary for the American event but do not 
quote the English entry. I would like the exact quote for the English entry. 

I would like you to include where the Pinated Grouse or Heath Hen may 
survive today. My spellchecker tells me pinnated is the spelling. 

I would like you to write out your footnotes and biblio in whatever form 
they are in now as they will help me. 

Do we have any other 19th century images of a heath hen or any mention of 
them? Do any dictionaries or compendia mention them? When were they first 
recognized? 

I was fascinated by the pinnae and wonder if any other birds have them and 
if they are different between male and female. 

This is it for now. What an exciting project. 

Eric 


Thursday, September 09, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


THE ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA 
The Ewell Sale Stewart Library 



Cjfriends of the Jfibrary 

Dear FriehcC 


October 8, 2004 


I am writing to report on a very successful year in the Ewell Sale Stewart Library 
and to invite you to renew your membership in the Friends of the Library. I hope you 
will also consider the possibility of an additional year-end gift to the library. I especially 
want to draw your attention to the NEH challenge grant we have received and our newly 
instituted “adopt a book” program. These are described in detail in the enclosed 


newsletter. 


Also enclosed are announcements for two conferences that are being co¬ 
sponsored by the Academy in conjunction with our upcoming Lewis and Clark 
exhibition. The first, a conference on Health and Medicine in the Era of Lewis and 
Clark, will be held at the College of Physicians November 4-6. The second, “Curious in 
Our Way” The Culture of Nature in Philadelphia, 1740-1840. will be held at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, November 18-21. Both conferences will include private 
visits to the Academy’s Lewis and Clark exhibition (which opens with a members’ 
preview gala on November 5). 

As a Friend of the Ewell Sale Stewart Library, you are invited participate in either 
or both of these conferences (one at no charge, and one for a modest registration fee). 
With your renewal, you will continue to receive invitations for exhibitions, lectures, and 
private receptions hosted by the library. Most importantly, you will be supporting one of 
America’s premier natural history libraries. 

We thank you for your past support and invite you to renew your membership and 
to consider an additional gift. We are proud to have you as a Friend and look forward to 
seeing you at some of the many interesting Friends events in the months to come. 


Sincerely yours, 





Robert McCracken Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 


1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway • Philadelphia PA 19103-1195 • Library telephone (215) 299-1040 
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Subj: Audubon grouse 

Date: 10/12/2004 9:45:37 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck @ acna tsci. org 

To: andyra ma@a ol. com 

CC: Eri cNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message. I am delighted to hear that you are still uncovering relevant and 
interesting information about our illusive grouse. 

I am very familiar with the two new biographies, as well as the two earlier British publications 
on Audubon. In fact, I just reviewed the two earlier ones for Archives of Natural History (see 
attached). 

I will see what more I can do to confirm the British diary quote, though I am reluctant to tip our 
hand by showing too much interest in it. We may have to rely on Alice Ford's citation. 
Presumably she saw it in person as it is unpublished elsewhere. 

I look forward to seeing what you have discovered. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
US.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Tuesday, October 12, 2004 America Online. AndyRama 




Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Re: Audubon grouse 

Date: 10/14/2004 7:29:50 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: 

I do not think we would be disclosing an interest in the grouse if you asked one of 
the authors of the Audubon books or anyone who could help to have the exact 
quotes in Audubon's diary if you ask for a week's entries or a 10 day span 
covering the appropriate date. Did Audubon make entries each day or skip some 
days? You can just indicate that Alice Ford summarized some things and did not 
quote them. 

Is this a practical suggestion? Eric 


Thursday, October 14, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 



Subj: Re: Audubon grouse 

Date: 10/15/2004 3:08:14 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thanks, Eric. I'll see what I can do. - Bob 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 10/14/04 08:29PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

I do not think we would be disclosing an interest in the grouse if you asked 
one of the authors of the Audubon books or anyone who could help to have the 
exact quotes in Audubon's diary if you ask for a week's entries or a 10 day 
span covering the appropriate date. Did Audubon make entries each day or skip 
some days? You can just indicate that Alice Ford summarized some things and 
did not quote them. 

Is this a practical suggestion? Eric 
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from the desk of ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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Subj: grouse 

Date: 11/20/2004 12:59:56 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: PegGfe^New {■) c. 


Dear Bob: 

I have been working hard on our project and wanted to report that. 

I have a new title suggestion and a variation of it for you to consider, 
DISCOVERY OF THE EARLIEST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD - THE 
GROUSE or 

DISCOVERY OF THE EARLIEST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD 

DRAWING -THE GROUSE 

We could substitute "GROUS" for GROUSE 

I like the first title variation because it does not emphasize the missing drawing 
and shows it is prior to the engravings in the Double Elephant Folio. I wanted to 
emphasize that this is the first engraving and publication of any of his artistry. 

Tell me what you think. 

Did you ever try to locate the exact text of Audubon's English journal entry about 
the bank note? These new authors must have had access to the journal. 

Eric 
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Subj: Re: grouse 

Date: 11/20/2004 4:47:03 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message. Yes, I think your title suggestions are good ones. I prefer the first. 

So far I have not found anyone who has seen the English diary, but I will keep trying. We may have to settle for 
quoting Alice Ford... 

I will be away in Australia for the next three weeks (on a lecture trip for the U.S. State Department). I hope that 
once Christmas is behind us (early in the New Year) we can complete our work and submit our essay for 
publication. I will look forward to hearing about your recent discoveries. 

Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 11/20/04 01:59PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

I have been working hard on our project and wanted to report that. 

I have a new title suggestion and a variation of it for you to consider, 

DISCOVERY OF THE EARLIEST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD - THE GROUSE or 
DISCOVERY OF THE EARLIEST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD DRAWING -THE GROUSE 
We could substitute "GROUS" for GROUSE 

I like the first title variation because it does not emphasize the missing 
drawing and shows it is prior to the engravings in the Double Elephant Folio. 

I wanted to emphasize that this is the first engraving and publication of any 
of his artistry. 

Tell me what you think. 

Did you ever try to locate the exact text of Audubon's English journal entry 
about the bank note? These new authors must have had access to the journal. 

Eric 
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Subj: Grouse 

Date: 12/04/2004 6:04:53 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: 

If you have recovered from jet lag I am ready to have you help me. 

In your first draft sent to me you state that the second reference to the grouse was 
a "Journal" entry of September 8, 1826. Where does this come from? I find a 
"letter" to Lucy dated September 9, 1826 on pages 127 and 128 of an Alice Ford 
book. This seems to be an exact quote with parenthetical emendations. Will you 
straighten me out on this date and source as it is very important. Also the "plate" 
was "given" to Rathbone. By plate he means a proof note and not an issued 
signed note for circulation. 

I also found a reference to Gideon Fairman on page 101 of Audubon's Life as 
edited by his widow Lucy. 

I also will need your opinion that the grouse is the earliest engraving of an 
Audubon bird as he apparently drew a Great Crow Blackbird for Bonaparte's 
American Ornithology which was published in 1825 which Princeton University 
Chronicle, Vol. XXI, Nos. 1 &2 (1959-1960) indicates is the first publication of an 
Audubon drawing. We may have to challenge this. 

I am reserving other findings as I am still combing through bank notes by the 
thousands. 

I even found a friend of mine in St. Louis who is Ted Bakewell and who is very 
proud of his relative Lucy. I also knew and helped a deceased relative Claude 
Bakewell who wrote on money history. 

You have certainly opened up a can of worms for me. Eric 
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Subj: Audubon inquiry 

Date: 12/06/2004 12:02:56 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear Bob: 

Another question when you get home. Maybe you wished you had stayed in 
Australia longer. 

On page 127 of Alice Ford's The 1826 Journal of J JA there is footnote 62 which 
indicates that the Rathbone family had a collection of art, etc. Since the plate of 
the grouse was given to William Rathbone could it still be in the Rathbone 
collection? Some of the Rathbone collection was on exhibit at the Pierpont 
Morgan Library in 1965. Do you feel it is worthwhile for you to contact the 
Rathbone collection to see if they have the banknote plate? 

Eric 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 01/05/2005 3:00:01 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: 

I know that you have been back only a short time from your Australian trip and are 
engulfed in a tsunami of mail and other essentials. 

I would like to talk to you on our matter by telephone and wanted to find a 
convenient time. I think there are two items I wrote you about when you get to 
that. There is no rush but just wanted to continue proceed at an appropriate pace 
and need a bit of your input before I cam proceed. 

Many more Happy New Years. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Audubon 

Date: 01/05/2005 3:58:50 P.M Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Happy New Year! .. . 

Yes, I am now back in the office and busy catching up. But I would be delighted to talk to you at any time! 

How about tomorrow morning at 10 AM? 

I wasn't aware that you were waiting for anything from me (except the original quote from Audubon's diary if we 
can find it) Anyway, please call me at (215) 299-1138 at your convenience tomorrow. My direct number is 215- 
299-1138. 

I look forward to talking with you then. As ever, Bob 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 01/05/05 04:00PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

I know that you have been back only a short time from your Australian trip 
and are engulfed in a tsunami of mail and other essentials. 

I would like to talk to you on our matter by telephone and wanted to find a 
convenient time. I think there are two items I wrote you about when you get 
to that. There is no rush but just wanted to continue proceed at an 
appropriate pace and need a bit of your input before I cam proceed. 

Many more Happy New Years. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Grouse 

Date: 03/23/2005 3:51:59 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your most recent message (which arrived while I was on a research trip to London). 

I am sorry to say that I have had no success in turning up the materials we would like to find in England. Some Audubon 
correspondence and one or two large paintings by Audubon are in Liverpool, but nothing on the scale of a bank note. I have also 
spoken to Richard Rhoads and William Souder, the authors of the two most recent Audubon biographies, and they know 
considerably less than we do about this subject. 

I don't hold out much hope that the note is ever going to be found in England. I think we should proceed without it. How close are 
you to sending revisions to my original draft? 

I hope this finds you well and enjoying the first signs of spring. 

Best wishes - Bob 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 03/17/05 11:47AM »> 

Dear Bob: 

The article about Audubon in the Arts Section of the New York Times today 
reminded me that I had not heard from you for months. I believe you were going 
to contact an English archive to see if they had what Audubon had given a 
member of their family. I have combed through another thousand or so notes but 
was waiting to hear from you before writing up some more material. 

I was working on a St. Louis history matter and found out that a newspaper 
notice of April 6,1811 stated that John Audubon had dissolved partnership with 
Ferdinand Rozier. Apparently Audubon tried to do business in this area 
before that and it was not successful. He was a friend of a Rozier in Pennsylvania 
who had a relative in Ste. Genevieve, Missouri. That was apparently the 
connection. 

At your convenience let me know whether anything new has turned up at your 
end. My best Eric 
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Subj. Re: Grouse 

Date: 05/24/2005 11:20:35 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I thought I should check in with you and see how you're doing. In order to put our article into publishable form, we'll need to begin 
to think about what illustrations we want to use, etc. I'll also need to know how much time I should block off to do the final edit. It 
would be great if we could submit something this summer for a fall publication. 

With warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
USA. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Grouse 

Date: 05/27/2005 8:05:26 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 


To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: 


I have been out of town 


since receiving your inquiry. 

I am hoping to get some new information near the end of June and want to wait for that. This 
July we are going to Alaska on a cruise and then have a wedding of a grandson in Vancouver 
BC so this will delay me a little. 

As to illustrations I need your thoughts on how to handle the New York Public Library. Their 
sample sheet of the Fairman firm engravings has a large tear which is easily repairable by a 
paper conserver. They must give their permission to publication. We do not wish to disclose 
our matter to them. We could tell them that the repair should be made because of the 
importance of the sheet. We would not have to tell them the individual item we are interested 
in. We could say the sheet m unique so far as we know or you know. 

What suggestion do you have as to how this is to be done? 

All the bank note images I can furnish as well as my sample sheet. 

I think we should insert a reasonably sized picture of the Audubon elephant folio 
pinnated grouse. Do we need a picture of Audubon himself? 

Your views on the foregoing are sought. 

My best. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Grouse (illustrations) 

Date: 06/01/2005 10:49:25 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message about our grant for the Audubon film. Needless to say, we are delighted! I'll keep you posted on our 
progress. 

As for the illustrations for our article, I think it is extremely unlikely that the New York Public Library will pay to have their sheet 
repaired. If necessary, I would think we can probably "repair" it digitally by working with the photograph. Does the tear affect the 
grouse? When I saw it last year, I don't remember the sheet being damaged. 

The Academy can provide a transparency of the Pinnated Grouse from our copy of the double elephant folio. We can also 
provide a portrait of Audubon. 

In addition to your sample sheet, are there any bank notes in your or other collections that we will want to reproduce? 

There is no rush on this, of course, but I want to be sure we have our illustrations ready to go when the time comes to submit our 
article for publication. From the sound of your busy schedule, this may not be until next fall. If there is anything I can do to help in 
the meantime, please let me know. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - 
As ever - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 05/27/05 09:05PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

I have been out of town since receiving your inquiry. 

I am hoping to get some new information near the end of June and want to 
wait for that. This July we are going to Alaska on a cruise and then have a 
wedding of a grandson in Vancouver BC so this will delay me a little. 

As to illustrations I need your thoughts on how to handle the New York 
Public Library. Their sample sheet of the Fairman firm engravings has a large tear 
which is easily repairable by a paper conserver. They must give their 
permission to publication. We do not wish to disclose our matter to them. We could 
tell them that the repair should be made because of the importance of the 
sheet. We would not have to tell them the individual item we are interested in. 

We could say the sheet in unique so far as we know or you know. 

What suggestion do you have as to how this is to be done? 

All the bank note images I can furnish as well as my sample sheet. 

I think we should insert a reasonably sized picture of the Audubon elephant 
folio pinnated grouse. Do we need a picture of Audubon himself? 

Your views on the foregoing are sought. 

My best. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Grouse 

Date: 09/09/2005 2:00:08 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message and for drawing my attention to the most recent "Explorers Log" which was sitting on my desk 
unopened! I greatly enjoyed working on the "History Detectives" project, though its story had none of the long-term sleuthing that 
we have been doing on Audubon's grouse! Anyway, I hope you will have a chance to watch the show when it is broadcast on 
PBS on September 19th. 

It sounds as though you have had a wonderful summer with lots of interesting travel, and that more is in store for the winter. 
Despite all of your time away from home, you have managed to continue your search for bank notes relating to our story. 

I was thrilled to learn of your discovery of the Ohio bank note, and to hear that a second note, from Connecticut, may also bear the 
running grouse image. These are most exciting discoveries and will add enormous interest to the story. 

Now, if we could only find a way of proving that the grouse was drawn by Audubon... I think we have a lot of good circumstantial 
evidence. We'll just have to find a way to make a convincing case for it. 

I will look forward to seeing your suggestions for a revised version of my earlier draft - or, if you would prefer, I can try to revise it 
in light of what you have told me. 

With thanks for your message and warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

P S. I will be out at Audubon's house, Mill Grove, next week to begin filming a one hour documentary on Audubon for PBS. 
Needless to say, my lips will be sealed with regard to Audubon's grouse! 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
US.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 09/09/05 01:32PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

In the "Explorers Log" for Summer 2005, a publication of the Explorers Club, 

I am casually flipping through it and I see your picture holding a prairie 
chicken collected in 1819 on the Long Expedition and your participation in a 
History Detectives program. 

That suggested to me that you need a report from me. My wife and I went to 
Alaska and then to a grandson's wedding in Vancouver. We are involved with a 
few other projects but have not neglected the grouse. I have located a 
banknote from Ohio with our grouse on it after long searching and am on the track of 
another from Connecticut which I think exists. I have been seeking every 
source I can think of and have reviewed thousands of banknotes. I just need a 
little more searching time before undertaking the revised write up from here. 

The consumption of the research time involved is immense but is really 
challenging. 

At least I have concluded that the eagle was much more popular for banknote 
designs but a grouse running away did not carry the dignity or the appearance 
of strength of the eagle. 

I have considered that when we publish that your name should be first as an 
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author for any nature publication and my name first for any numismatic 
publication. That might be an unusual and interesting way of presenting the matter. 

I see you are fine. My wife and I plan a week's small cruise boat trip in 

November on the St. John's River south from Jacksonville, Florida to see the 

inhabitants of the wild life sanctuaries there. We are glad we saw the 

intercoastal and bayou swamps west of New Orleans on a barge trip a couple of years 

ago. 

My best to you. Eric 


Friday, September 09, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: TV viewing 

Date: 09/16/2005 12:09:02 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

If you have time next Monday night (Sept. 19), I thought you might want to tune into a program called "History Detectives" on 
PBS. There will be three stories covered during the hour-long program. I make a brief appearance on the one about "a little 
known western expedition," (the Long expedition of 1819-1820). 

We had a preview here at the Academy on Wednesday night (co-sponsored by our local PBS station) and it was completely sold 
out, with 500 people in attendance! The premise of the program (how significant some animal bones might be) is a bit of a 
stretch, but at least it introduces people to a piece of American history about which they are most likely unaware. Apparently the 
show has become quite a popular one with an estimated viewership of 5 million households. You can make it one more! 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
USA. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Fwd: Re: FW: John Audubon Meets John Bachman (1831) 

Date: 10/18/2005 1:59:00 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I thought you would be interested in this. - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


Received: from mnhgwia.si.edu 

by discovery.acnatsci.org; Tue, 18 Oct 2005 08:43:08 -0400 
Received: from SIWP11-MTA by mnhgwia.si.edu 

with Novell_GroupWise; Tue, 18 Oct 2005 08:43:42 -0400 
Message-Id: <s354b5be.083@mnhgwia.si.edu> 

X-Mailer: Novell GroupWise Internet Agent 6.5.2 

Date: Tue, 18 Oct 2005 08:44:31 -0400 

From: "Sally Shelton" <Shelton.Sally@NMNH.SI.EDU> 

To: "Beth Merritt" <bmerritt@aam-us.org>,<benamy@acnatsci.org>, 
<Grlombardi2@aol.com>, <hessgk@delmnh.org>, 

"John Simmons" <jsimmons@ku.edu> 

Subject: Re: FW: John Audubon Meets John Bachman (1831) 
Mime-Version: 1.0 .. 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary="=_PartAE8CB4 3b .U_- 


Er, just what does one do to celebrate Bachman/Audubon Day? 

>» "Gene Hess" <hessgk@delmnh.org> 8:39 AM Tuesday, October 18, 2005, 2005 »> 
FYI 


-Original Message- 

From: RESEARCH Hilton Pond [mailto:research@hiltonpond.org] 

Sent: Monday, 17 October, 2005 5:13 PM 

To: ORNITH-L@LISTSERV.UARK.EDU 

Subject: John Audubon Meets John Bachman (1831) 
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Today (17 October) is an auspicious day in the life of the Rev. John 
Bachman, founder of Newberiy College in Newberry SC, and for whom 
Bachman's Warbler and Bachman's Sparrow are named. 

It was on this date in 1831 that John James Audubon—in Charleston SC 
to sell subscriptions for his famous "Bird of North America" folio of 
paintings—practically bumped into Bachman on the street, was 
introduced to the pastor's vast natural history knowledge, and 
immediately moved in with the Bachman family for a month-long stay. 

Out of this serendipitous encounter grew a friendship and 
collaboration seldom repeated in the annals of American science—a 
relationship that led to a new folio about North American mammals for 
which Bachman wrote all the text. 

Now it's 185 days until the John Bachman Symposium! (See 
http://www.johnbachman.org for information about Bachman, the 
Symposium, and the Bachman/Audubon relationship.) 


Best wishes, 
BILL 


RESEARCH PROGRAM 

c/o BILL HILTON JR. Executive Director 

Hilton Pond Center for Piedmont Natural History 

1432 DeVinney Road, York, South Carolina 29745 USA 

research@hiltonpond.org, (803) 684-5852, eFax: (503) 218-0845 

Please visit our web sites (courtesy of Comporium.net): 

Hilton Pond Center for Piedmont Natural History at http:/y www.hiltonpond.org 
"Operation RubyThroat: The Hummingbird Project" at http:'//www.r ubythr oat.or g 
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Subj: Re: Grouse 

Date: 12/06/2005 2:17:40 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

This is just a short note to say hello and to see how you're doing with the Audubon grouse project. 

I will be in Australia (lecturing on Audubon!) for much of January, but would like to start our final draft shortly after my return. 
Until then, with warm best wishes for the coming holidays, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Grouse 

Date: 12/06/2005 2:17:40 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol 1 com 

Dear Eric, 

This is just a short note to say hello and to see how you're doing with the Audubon grouse project. 

I will be in Australia (lecturing on Audubon!) for much of January, but would like to start our final draft shortly after my return. 
Until then, with warm best wishes for the coming holidays, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Grouse 

Date: 12/06/2005 3:36:33 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric, for your speedy reply to my message and for all the great work you are doing on the Audubon grouse. Wouldn't 
it be fantastic if you could secure one of the notes at the upcoming auction! Good luck! 

I wish you a merry Christmas and happy New Year and will look forward to talking with you again in February, if not before. - 
Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon's grouse and another research question 

Date: 04/05/2006 10:39:47 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I hope you are well and enjoying the spring. I haven’t heard from you for a while, so I thought I should check in and see how you 
are doing. 

In addition to my continuing fascination with Audubon's illusive grouse, I have become interested in another subject with a paper 
currency dimension which I wanted to tell you about. 

I am currently researching for an exhibition and book about the visual aspects of arctic exploration. I will be including various 
paintings and prints of the Arctic and even decorative arts that reflect the public's fascination with Arctic and sub-Arctic regions 
and the exploration thereof in the second half of the 19th century. 

Recently, two pieces of paper currency have been brought to my attention that relate to this topic. (Both were offered in the March 
28-29 auction of "obsolete currency" by Herb and Marth Schingoethe). 

One is a 12 V* cent (!) note by Benjamin Millard of Philadelphia which shows a Polar Bear sitting on an iceberg. The vignette was 
engraved by William Kneass. The note is dated (Nov. 1814. 

The other is a $3 note from the Continental Bank of Boston engraved by DeWitt Clinton Hay from the 1850s or 60s. It shows four 
fur-clad men in a rowboat in Arctic seas fending off an attacking Polar Bear (which is trying to climb into the boat). This appears to 
be based on an episode described by~Elisha Kent Kane during the second Grinnell expedition in search of Sir John Franklin. 

I imagine there are other 19th century notes with polar bears, walruses, Eskimos, seals and Arctic explorers, but I have not seen 
them. 

Is this a subject you might know something about? Do you by any chance have either of these notes in your collections or any 
others showing Arctic scenes? If so, might you be willing to consider the possibility of loaning them to the Academy for an 
exhibition? 

If you will send me your address, I will mail you photo-copies of the two bills mentioned above. 

I will look forward to hearing your thoughts on all of this, and to hearing any news you may have about your continuing search for 
Audubon's grouse. 

With warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon's grouse and another research question 

Date: 04/05/2006 2:45:46 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you for your speedy reply to my message of earlier today. I will give you a call this afternoon. How does 4 PM EDT sound 
(in about 20 minutes)? 

I look forward to talking with you and hearing your news! 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
US.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon's grouse and another research question 

Date: 04/05/2006 3:26:39 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

It was wonderful to talk with you this afternoon. I am thrilled to hear of your many discoveries and look forward to working with 
you on the revision of our Audubon article over the next few weeks and months. 

Thank you too for offering to seek out the Arctic and Kane notes. I am hoping that I can organize a little exhibit on this sometime 
over the summer. 

With warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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(TEL) 215/299-1040 
(FAX) 215/299-1144 

April 11,2006 

Mr. Eric Newman f l ^*2 

6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 

It was good to talk with you by phone last week. I am excited to hear that you are 
still on the trail of the illusive Audubon grouse. 

Although it would be nice to be able to report the whereabouts of the printing 
plate used by Fairman (and even better to own it), I think we shouldn’t hold back our 
article. I think you and I now understand the basic information about the fate of the 
Audubon drawing and I am eager to get down on paper all of the details before we forget 
them 1 


My suggestion is that you and I continue to revise the article I wrote in 2004 and 
try to have it in final form by the end of the summer. We can hold off submitting it until 
you can secure the plate, but at least the writing would be finished. 

For your convenience, I have printed out the most recent draft with especially 
wide spaces between the lines so that you will have room to insert your suggested 
changes. Significant additions can be made on separate sheets of paper and noted as 
insertions on the typescript. 

As soon as you send me your revisions, I will make them on the “official” draft 
and send a “clean” (revised) copy to you for further corrections and comment. 

I think we have a wonderful story to tell and l look forward to working with you over the 
weeks ahead on the next phase of the project 

With warm best wishes for the spring, I remain - 

Sincerely, 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 

Enclosure Librarian of the Academy 

_ THE EWELL SALE STEWART LIBRARY _ 

THE ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES • 1900 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PARKWAY • PHILADELPHIA PA 19103-1 195 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 05/03/2006 2:40:19 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I hope you received my double-spaced copy of the first draft of our Audubon article and that you will find it useful in making 
corrections, additions, etc. 

Starting tomorrow, I will be away from the office until May 11. I look forward to hearing from you when I return so that I can make 
the changes you suggest and return a clean, updated draft for your further revisions. 

Since I will be away again (in South America) for most of Tune, I hope that we might move our article into its next phase before I 
leave. Then you would have another th ree orfour weeks te r work on i t a re f w^c pu t d consult again before I bead off for summer 
vacation. 

This is a terrific project that is very near completion. Please let me know what else I can do to help. 

Until then, with warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
US.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 05/03/2006 2:40:19 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I hope you received my double-spaced copy of the first draft of our Audubon article and that you will find it useful in making 
corrections, additions, etc. 

Starting tomorrow, I will be away from the office until May 11.1 look forward to hearing from you when I return so that I can make 
the changes you suggest and return a clean, updated draft for your further revisions. 

Since I will be away again (in South America) for most of June, I hope that we might move our article into its next phase before I 
leave. Then you would have another three or fo u r weeks to 'worfc on i t aw kwgcoptd consu lt again before I tread off for summer 
vacation. 

This is a terrific project that is very near completion. Please let me know what else I can do to help. 

Until then, with warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon 

Date: 05/03/2006 2:53:07 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Many thanks, Eric, for your speedy reply! 

I am so excited by all that you have discovered. Can't wait to see the newest information on the American Bank Note plates! 
Best wishes - Bob 

>» <EricNumis@aol.com> 05/03/06 03:44PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

I will mail to you as soon as I find it in my pile of papers the American 
Bank Note Plates write up to show you what I am secretly working on. I'll get 
to the draft revision as promptly as I can. 

I fully realize what a sensation item we are producing. Eric 


\ 
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Subj: Audubon's grouse 

Date: 05/19/2006 3:59:32 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I am happy to report that I am now back from my various travels (to Salt Lake City, Minneapolis, Boston, etc.) I will be leaving 
again (this time for South America) in just a few weeks. If you can send me your annotations and corrections, I will prepare a 
clean, updated manuscript of our Grouse article and send it back to you before I leave. That way you will have something to work 
with while I am away. 

I look forward to hearing your newest ideas on this interesting subject. 

Until then, and with all best wishes for the weekend, I remain - Sincerely, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
USA. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon's grouse 

Date: 05/19/2006 3:59:32 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


UCdl tllO, 

I am happy to report that I am now back from my various travels (to Salt Lake City, Minneapolis, Boston, etc.) I will be leaving 
again (this time for South America) in just a few weeks. If you can send me your annotations and corrections, I will prepare a 
clean, updated manuscript of our Grouse article and send it back to you before I leave. That way you will have something to work 
with while I am away. 

I look forward to hearing your newest ideas on this interesting subject. 

Until then, and with all best wishes for the weekend, I remain - Sincerely, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon's grouse 

Date: 05/22/2006 9:46:34 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Thank you, Eric, for your long and news-filled message. I wish you success in acquiring the Audubon Grouse plate! 

I'm not sure about my relationship to Harry Peck Havell, but I wouldn't be surprised if we are related somehow. Its a small world! I 
would love to see the color proof sheets they are selling at Sotheby's. A few years ago Audubon's house near here ("Mill Grove" 
acquired some of these color proofs and they are most interesting, even in their ragged state. 


I can imagine how busy you must be with your new museum and other family commitments, but I urge you to set aside some time 
to write what you can about the Audiubon grouse. Don't worry, there will be many more opportunities to revise it further (so this 
need not be the definitive, publishable version), but I think it is important for you to get down on paper what you now know as soon 
as you can so that we will then be able to move to the next draft. Otherwise, it could be put off indefinitely. Also, if we wait and try 
to do it all at once, we will be overwhelmed! I will look forward to seeing a revised grouse manuscript when I return from Ecuador 
the end of June 

Until then, with warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: 

Re: Audubon's grouse 

Date: 

05/22/2006 1:56:23 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: 

peck@acnatsci.org 

To: 

EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 



Thank you for your very kind offer. Unfortunately, I think we are flying into and out of Guayaquil without a chance to leave the 
airport! I wish we were going to have more time there. Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 05/22/06 01:25PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

Are you going to be in Guayaquil? I have tons of relatives there in almost 
every profession and activity. I believe I sent you data on them and want to 
know if I should contact any of them for you. Their basis family name is 
Grunauer. My grandson is a close friend of Humberto Mata (not a relative) of 
Guayaquil and he is in politics, etc. and knows all of us well. He was educated in 
US and well connected in Ecuador. Eric 
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Subj: Grousing along 

Date: 07/15/2006 4:56:00 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


Dear Bob: 

My patience and your patience is beginning to pay off and our secret is being retained. Ben 
Franklin as you know said that three could keep a secret if two were dead. 

I have been able to find an otherwise unknown bank note sample sheet with one grouse and 
no organization's name. It has 62 images, mostly numbers. I will figure out who made it. 

I have also been able to find the same sample sheet which you were able to locate at the NY 
Public Library but it has 66 images and is twice the height of the NYPL item. The NYPL only 
has the lower half of the full sheet pasted onto a paper backing and I presume NYPL does not 
have the upper half. 

Naturally you can guess who owns them now. I am sending you images by mail so you can 
see how wonderful they are. 

The other good news is that the American Bank Note Archives are being sorted out for sale. 
Whether there is a grouse I do nor know but our foundation has received a couple of Missouri 
steel engravings as a gift from the Archives. I do not dare asked them to look for a grouse 
but I will watch for one. If I have to ask someone to look for me I will tell them to look for small 
engravings of birds other than eagles or perhaps of any domestic or wild chickens. I am 
hoping to be lucky. 

I am working like crazy to do things necessary to open my new museum in late October. I am 
finishing my changes for the 5th 

edition of my THE EARLY PAPER MONEY OF AMERICA, as soon as I have a chance I will 
get to finishing the revision of our manuscript. We have a lot of prairie chickens in a part of 
southwest Missouri. I also found prairie chickens mentioned in the US Railroad Surveys of the 
1850s which have so much natural history material as you know. 

I hope you had a wonderful summer so far and want to hear about Machu Picchu where we 
went up on burros (no road then) and my wife's little burro collapsed and she had to push 
her burro up. I found a giant millipede and tried to count his (or her) legs. At the Gallopogas I 
fed land iguanas with bananas which is now forbidden. 

The animals of the world seem to be sensible except for the human animals. 

My best to you. Eric 
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Bibliophiles use all the material from the 4th edition for their publications and asked for a nice 
picture of this $20 note or some other denomination when they published it. I forgot whom I 
asked. I was probably sent the publication but I am not sure. In any event I have misplaced 
it. The citation is page 34 Part III. It was published about 2002. 

I am sure you have a copy and if so can you make me a nice photocopy or any nice image of 
it in full size or if convenient find me a copy of the publication. I will be grateful. Also if you 
have any suggestions for improvement of any part of the book they are most welcome. 

My museum is scheduled for opening on October 25, 2006 and your musical material will be 
there. 

My best to you and yours. Eric 
6450 Cecil Ave. St. Louis MO 63105 
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Subj: Re: Grousing along 

Date: 7/24/2006 9:54:39 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To. EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your exciting e-mail message of July 15 and for the photo-copies you sent me 
by mail. I am delighted by your discoveries and can hardly wait to release our news to the 
world! Until our manuscript is ready, however, my lips will be sealed. 

Good luck with your other projects. It sounds as though your plate is very full. Still, I hope that 
in between other things you may have a chance to send me an annotated version of our article 
so that I can put in the changes and send you a "clean" draft to work on. 

I apologize for the delay in my reply to your e-mail. I was unexpectedly sent to Mongolia by 
the White House as a member a delegation representing the United States at Mongolia's 800th 
birthday. It was a fascinating trip! Today is my first day back in the office. 

I wish you well in acquiring interesting (and possibly Audubon-related) materials at the 
American Bank Note Archives sale. I think your idea of asking them to look for "non eagle" 
birds and other wildlife is a good one. No one will suspect the reason for your request other 
than a general interest in natural history. If you wish you can say that I have requested a loan 
of materials with natural history subjects for an exhibition. Please keep me posted on your 
success. 

With continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever. Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon's bird 

Date: 8/16/2006 12:41:55 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

! am back from Maine and Mongolia (!) and am looking forward to getting back to work on our 
Grouse article. I know you are busy with several pressing deadlines, but if you can carve out 
an hour or two to annotate the hard copy of the existing draft and return it to me, I can make 
the changes and get the manuscript into shape for a final edit. Without your input, however, I 
am dead in the water. 

I hope you are enjoying your summer and that it hasn't been too hot there. I will be away from 
the office tomorrow and Friday, but will look forward to hearing from you on Monday. Until 
then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 


oug jaipeiu am uo 6uppoM s| pu|tu Aw se >|uiLa noA jegM aw naj_ qoja>is ison e 0104 AjaAoosia mon v 
— pjig uoqnpny ue jo 6u!ABj6ug isajpeg am :apg Mau e aABq | apipe am o } *a6 him | 
ajam aouauadxa }B3j6 e peg aABq jsniu noA mou>i | pajaAooaj 
sbm 66a am jnq sn joj dm 9m paumj jsowib ism (xay snjnssouBjAi j|am leap o* Am 0 ) japJBq sbm )\) puauj |Ji6 
s|q 3A|6 0; tunasniu am wom 66a jnssowp pazwssoj b apis A|un 3|ba uiojj uBomaiuv ub pub 996 1 u| ajam 06 
01 sjsuno* japjsino jsjij am jo auo aja/w | pus aj|M Auj }Bqj noA \\b\ p|noqs | bi|o6uo|/\| japo 0} iU9M noA sb 6uoi sv 
pajjoo sj pqu! sw aswpB assaid uBwdBqo ^ubjj 01 papquHB si sjqj. aujBJd aimp m3|a 
punoj6>pBq aqj pub A||i| ja6|j am ‘spjjq am quajuoo aquo spawaia aajq} ||B pajufBd uoqnpnv qo!i|M uj >jjom A|uo 
sm Sj 981# 96buj! snoj6 aajm uoqnpny 9m jeqi paujBai jsnf | jaasw snoj6 am uo dn euiMOHOj joj noA >|UBqj. 

:qog JBaa 

6jops}EuoB@>pad :oi 

siiunNOug :wojj 

aujji pjbpubis lemuao lAld IMO V 9003/91-/8 

pj|q s,uoqnpny :ay fqns 


Wednesday, August 16, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 


I jo l 


siumjvpug :9 uijuo uouaury 90OZ ‘91 IsnBny ‘AnpsaupsM. 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Audubon's bird 

Date: 8/16/2006 12:41:55 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I am back from Maine and Mongolia (!) and am looking forward to getting back to work on our 
Grouse article. I know you are busy with several pressing deadlines, but if you can carve out 
an hour or two to annotate the hard copy of the existing draft and return it to me, I can make 
the changes and get the manuscript into shape for a final edit. Without your input, however, I 
am dead in the water. 

I hope you are enjoying your summer and that it hasn't been too hot there. I will be away from 
the office tomorrow and Friday, but will look forward to hearing from you on Monday. Until 
then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon Project 

Date: 9/6/2006 9:48:07 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Now that Labor Day has come and gone and the fall is upon us, I am eager to get back to our 
Audubon project. How soon do you think you may be able to send me an annotated copy of 
our manuscript? This need not be the final version, but it is critically important that I add the 
new information that you have uncovered and that I do so as soon as possible. Neither of us 
are getting any younger and it is important that we put our findings into print soon. 

Please let me know how you are proceeding. 

I hope your many other projects are going well. 

With all best wishes from a soggy Philadelphia, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon’s Grouse 

Date: 9/19/2006 2:03:54 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

It was good to talk with you last week. I very much look forward to receiving your annotated 
version of our earlier draft and any other comments you would like to make about the history of 
the missing plate. 

In the meantime, I have received your letter of September 14 and the information it contained 
about Audubon's plate of the Prairie Chicken. This is an interesting subject in its own right and 
I will pursue it, but it should not distract us from presenting the numismatic story in as complete 
and accurate a way as we can. 

Eagerly awaiting your next mailing, and with continuing warm regards, I remain - 
As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 


Audubon Grouse 


peck@acnatsci.org 

EricNumis@aol.com 


10/5/2006 10:16:45 AM Centra! Standard Time 


Dear Eric, 

Following our phone conversation of a few weeks ago, I have been trying to think through the 
process by which we can assemble the various illustrations we will need to accompany our 
article. 

The Academy can provide a color transparency or high resolution digital scan of Audubon's 
"Pinated Grouse." If you would like, we can make scans of your proof sheets. The would free 
us from having to use the ones at the New York Public Library. 

Are there other pieces of currency we should include? 

Have you ever found any bills which used the grouse? Or are the only images the ones on the 
proof sheets? How many different proof sheets do you have on which the grouse appear? 

How comfortable would you be sending the originals here? We could scan them and return 
them within a week. Or perhaps you have a place there that could do the work locally. We 
would need a very high resolution scan so that the image of the grouse could be blown up 
without "pixulating." 

In any case, I wanted to open a discussion of this aspect of the project, even as you are 
proceeding with writing up your discoveries for me to integrate into the original draft. In order 
to keep the project moving, I think it would be good to work on both parts of the article (written 
and visual) simultaneously. 

I will look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. Until then, with all best 
wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Fwd: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 10/13/2006 11:21:32 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci,org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

In case it was lost in transmission, I am attaching a copy of an e-mail I sent you on October 5th 
regarding the illustrations for our article. 

As you finish up your edits of the Audubon grouse manuscript (draft #1), I would like to begin 
to assemble the illustrations we will need to accompany the final publication. These things can 
take a bit of time. At the very least, I would like to begin to put a schedule into place. 

I will look forward hearing from you on this and on the article itself at your earliest convenience. 


Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

Date: Thu, 05 Oct 2006 11:17:35 -0400 
From: "Robert Peck" <peck@acnatsci.org> 
To: <EricNumis@aol.com> 

Subject: Audubon Grouse 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Dear Eric, 

Following our phone conversation of a few weeks ago, I have been trying to think through the 
process by which we can assemble the various illustrations we will need to accompany our 
article. 

The Academy can provide a color transparency or high resolution digital scan of Audubon's 
"Pinated Grouse." If you would like, we can make scans of your proof sheets. The would free 
us from having to use the ones at the New York Public Library. 

Are there other pieces of currency we should include? 
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Have you ever found any bills which used the grouse? Or are the only images the ones on the 
proof sheets? How many different proof sheets do you have on which the grouse appear? 

How comfortable would you be sending the originals here? We could scan them and return 
them within a week. Or perhaps you have a place there that could do the work locally. We 
would need a very high resolution scan so that the image of the grouse could be blown up 
without "pixulating." 

In any case, I wanted to open a discussion of this aspect of the project, even as you are 
proceeding with writing up your discoveries for me to integrate into the original draft. In order 
to keep the project moving, I think it would be good to work on both parts of the article (written 
and visual) simultaneously. 

I will look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. Until then, with all best 
wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 10/13/2006 3:15:59 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Please forgive my all too frequent and no doubt annoying demands, especially in light of your 
October 25th opening! I wish you every success with it. 

I will be fascinated to hear if the owner of the American Bank Note Company Archives 
responds to your request. 

With all best wishes, and continued enthusiasm for our project, I remain - 
As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 10/13/06 04:03PM »> 

Dear Bob. 

My museum opens on October 25, 2006 and my whoie team are working day and 
night to make its opening successful. I cannot do anything until then. I have 
adequate imaging experts here who are making superb colored digitals here for the 
museum and they can be enlarged or reduced beautifully.. That is not the 
problem. 

I have just written to the owner of the American Bank Note Company Archives 

and stated that I want him to look for a "prairie chicken" and sent him a 

phoitocopy of one, telling him how small it was and that it might be mirror image 

on a flat plate or normal on a transfer roller. I do not know whether he has 

one or if he will look for it but I must try to get it if he has one but he 

should have it because the American Bank Note acquired the materials of Fairman 

Draper Underwood. 

You asked me what bank notes with the grous I have acquired and I must tell 
you that I never have found or heard of a signed one, only proofs or a partial 
proof. It is probable that Audubon was only given a proof. I have never been 
involved in such a fascinating chase as well as such a fascinating discovery. 

Please tolerate my action (or inactions) as I am trying my best to unburden 
my overload and have fun doing it. Eric 
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Subj: Congratulations! 

Date: 10/25/2006 2:04:57 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

This is just to congratulate you and wish you well on the occasion of the opening of your new 
numismatic museum. I know this must be a very exciting day for you. Please know that your 
friends everywhere are sharing in your excitement and happiness. 

With warm best wishes and with great admiration, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Your New Museum 

Date: 11/2/2006 9:27:06 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I hope that all went well with the grand opening of your new museum. If you have any news 
clippings about it, I would love to see them. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 11/21/2006 3:23:25 PM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

With Thanksgiving just around the corner, I thought I would send you a warm greeting and 
inquire about the successful opening of your new museum. I know you have been working 
hard on it for many months (years!). I hope that it has turned out as well as you had hoped it 
would. You should be very proud of what you have achieved. 

With that major milestone behind you, I hope you will find time in your hectic schedule to make 
annotations on the draft of our Audubon article so that I can bring it up to date to reflect your 
most recent discoveries and thoughts. Please don't feel that this has to be the final word, as I 
am sure we will need to make further revisions in the months ahead, but I am eager to put in 
all the changes we can do now, based on your last several years of investigation. 

I am most eager to move the ball forward as we have not made any progress on this (at least 
no change to the written record) since this time last year (and possibly the year before that!) 

I will be away for Thanksgiving (starting later tonight) but back again next week and will look 
forward to hearing from you then. In the meantime, I wish you and your family a very happy 
Thanksgiving. 

With warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon Project 

Date: 2/23/2007 9:46:36 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I have recently been contacted by Bill Steiner, the author of a recent 
book on Audubon prints, about submitting a chapter for a new book he is 
putting together on Audubon. The book will have essays by a number of 
Audubon scholars covering various details of Audubon's life that do not 
appear in any existing Audubon biographies. 

I thought that this would be a good place to publish our article on 
Audubon's grouse. It would be more permanent to have our article in a 
book than in a magazine or journal (though it would not preclude us from 
publishing it elsewhere too). We would be fully credited as the 
authors. (Bill's role will be as editor of the collection) 

Do you think you might be able to send me your annotations and 
corrections of the draft I sent you last year by early March? That way 
I could enter the corrections and get the manuscript back to you for a 
final revision before submitting it to Bill this summer. 

I will look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Project 

Date: 2/24/2007 8:06:55 PM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear Bob: 

You 2/23/07 message was very satisfying and good news. I think that the opportunity to publish our findings in a 
book of other different Audubon findings is excellent, particularly if we can have the right to publish separately in a 
nature publication and a numismatic publication as well and at an agreed upon time. I presume the book should 
come out first if it were timely and would give us the images they prepare to put in our separate other publications. 
Another matter to consider is that the section we write be published by the book publisher as an offprint with a 
separate cover. We would then have adequate copies to use for our own purposes other than sale and permit 
them to sell the offprints if they wish. 

Please arrange to obtain a separate copy of Mr. Steiner’s book for me. I presume you will not disclose too much 
to Mr. Steiner at this time. 

I recently received a flat steel engraving from the people who control the America Bank Note archives in their hunt 
for the grous. I was all excited about their find until I received it. It was the exact size of the grous image we are 
looking for but had two birds instead of one, a pair of quail. That print was used on several bank notes between 
the signatures and was well known. I am glad to have it but told them to keep looking which they said they would. 
That is the second fowl ball but you always get another strike after you get a fowl ball unless the catcher catches 
the third strike. 

To add to my problems I disclosed the text of the description by the Audubon reprint seller in Princeton, New 
Jersey concerning the three grouse Audubon reprint which I also acquired. It said that the tiger lily was reduced in 
size to fit the print of full size birds artistically. I then receive a letter saying that the word tiger lily was wrong and 
that it was a turk's cap lily and also that the lilium michiganensis as the Princeton seller described the lily was also 
wrong. I then contacted botanical experts in St. Louis who told me turk's cap lily was correct but that it depended 
on where Audubon saw the lily. They Emailed the Uniited Department of Agriculture expert in Baton Rouge and 
he said Audubon would have had to go to Michigan to see the former variety but otherwise if he went to Indiana or 
east of there the latter would be correct. Then they added that the alleged reduced size of the lily promulgated by 
the seller was wrong and that the lily illustrated must have been on the side of a hill as Audubon would not have 
changed its size and in addition the birds like to sit next to a slope. So for opening my mouth about 
the seller's text I really got a mouthfull. Three alleged errors in a small text about one print. 

After you read all this I will call you up at a convenient time and discuss the situation further with you. 

My best. Eric 


AOL now offers free email to everyone. Find out more about what's free from AOL at AOL.com. 


AOL now offers free email to everyone. Find out more about what's free from AOL at http://www.aol.com. 


Saturday, February 24, 2007 America Online: EricNumis 




Page 1 of 3 


Subj: Re: Audubon Project 

Date: 2/26/2007 8:05:21 AM Central Standard Time 

From: peck@acnatsci.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric, for your most recent message. I will look forward to 
getting our manuscript in shape for publication. What I most need now 
are your comments and corrections regarding the fate of the Fairman 
Brothers plate. Even if we can't find it, we can speculate on what 
happened to it. The important thing will be to clearly explain the 
chronology of the picture. 

I will be in the office this morning and all day tomorrow. I will look 
forward to talking to you. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 2/24/2007 9:06:55 pm »> 

Dear Bob: 

You 2/23/07 message was very satisfying and good news. I think that the 

opportunity to publish our findings in a book of other different 
Audubon findings 

is excellent, particularly if we can have the right to publish 
separately in a 

nature publication and a numismatic publication as well and at an 
agreed upon 

time. I presume the book should come out first if it were timely and 
would 

give us the images they prepare to put in our separate other 
publications. 

Another matter to consider is that the section we write be published by 
the book 

publisher as an offprint with a separate cover. We would then have 
adequate 

copies to use for our own purposes other than sale and permit them to 
sell the 

offprints if they wish. 

Please arrange to obtain a separate copy of Mr. Steiner's book for me. 

I 

presume you will not disclose too much to Mr. Steiner at this time. 
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I recently received a flat steel engraving from the people who control 
the 

America Bank Note archives in their hunt for the grous. I was all 
excited about 

their find until I received it. It was the exact size of the grous 
image we 

are looking for but had two birds instead of one, a pair of quail. That 
print 

was used on several bank notes between the signatures and was well 
known. I am 

glad to have it but told them to keep looking which they said they 
would. That 

is the second fowl ball but you always get another strike after you get 
a fowl 

ball unless the catcher catches the third strike. 

To add to my problems I disclosed the text of the description by the 
Audubon 

reprint seller in Princeton, New Jersey concerning the three grouse 
Audubon 

reprint which I also acquired. It said that the tiger lily was reduced 
in size 

to fit the print of full size birds artistically. I then receive a 
letter 

saying that the word tiger lily was wrong and that it was a turk's cap 
lily and 

also that the lilium michiganensis as the Princeton seller described 
the lily was 

also wrong. I then contacted botanical experts in St. Louis who told me 

turk's cap lily was correct but that it depended on where Audubon saw 
the lily. 

They Emailed the Uniited Department of Agriculture expert in Baton 
Rouge and he 

said Audubon would have had to go to Michigan to see the former variety 
but 

otherwise if he went to Indiana or east of there the latter would be 
correct. 

Then they added that the alleged reduced size of the lily promulgated 
by the 

seller was wrong and that the lily illustrated must have been on the 
side of a 

hill as Audubon would not have changed its size and in addition the 
birds like to 

sit next to a slope. So for opening my mouth about the seller's text I 
really 

got a mouthfull. Three alleged errors in a small text about one print. 

After you read all this I will call you up at a convenient time and 
discuss 
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the situation further with you. 


My best. 


Eric 
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Subj: Audubon manuscript 

Date: 3/26/2007 4:54:45 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Greetings from a spring=like Philadelphia (with temperatures in the 70s expected tomorrow). 

I just had a long talk with Bill Steiner about his Audubon book. He is excited by the prospect of 
having a chapter from us telling the story of the "lost" Audubon bank note. Naturally, I didn't 
reveal any of the details of our paper, I just said it would be about the New Jersey banknote 
that Audubon mentioned in his letter. He said this would be terrific as no one has ever been 
able to solve the mystery of the missing grouse. 

My interest in getting to the next phase of our essay is now more intense than ever. If you 
could just take a few hours to read over what I have written and scrawl your comments in the 
margins or write something on separate sheets to correct and expand on it, it would allow me 
to prepare a second draft. Only if I get feedback from you can I hope to move this to the next 
stage. Don't worry about having everything perfect, just send me what you can. Also, don't 
worry that you haven't found the actual plate from which the grouse were printed. That doesn't 
matter. The important thing is telling the story of what happened (or what we think happened). 
Some day the plate may turn up and you may be able to get it for your museum, which would 
be terrific, but whether or not it exists is irrelevant to the story and its existence - or lack of 
existence - should not prevent us from completing our essay. 

I am leaving for London tomorrow, but will be back on April 6. If you could work on the 
manuscript and mail me your revisions by Easter, I will promise to incorporate your 
suggestions and corrections and get a "clean" second draft back to you quickly for further 
comments. 

We have been working on this project for more than five years. We are close to finishing, but 
we need to move it along now, or we will miss the opportunity to be included in the book. 

Once we submit the manuscript, then we can arrange to have it published elsewhere (in the 
respective journals we have discussed). 

I will look forward to seeing your comments when I return from England. Until then, with 
thanks and all best wishes, I remain - 
As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 4/13/2007 3:39:57 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I am happy to report that I am safely back from London. The trip was 
very productive and enjoyable. 

I am writing now to see if you have had a chance to put any of your 
thoughts down regarding our Audubon grouse essay. I really need your 
corrections to my manuscript before I can move the project along. 

Can you let me know your schedule? Many thanks. 

Best wishes - Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 4/17/2007 3:28:20 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Greetings! 

I hope you received my most recent e-mail. 

I am concerned that I haven't heard from you. 

My schedule for the spring and summer is rapidly filling up. If we are 
to be included in this new book on Audubon, I will need to get your 
comments soon so that I can update the most recent draft (that is now 
almost two years old!) 

Please let me know your schedule so that we can plan accordingly. At 
the very least, please let me know what is wrong with the current draft, 
otherwise, I will have to submit it as written. It would be a pity to 
have all of your hard research go to waste by not including it in the 
final submission. 

Looking forward to hearing from you soon, and with warm best wishes, I 
remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your phone message of last week. It is always good to 
hear from you - even if only by recording. Thank you to responding to 
my various e-mail messages. 

I am sorry to learn that your new museum continues to occupy so much of 
your time. I had hoped that when it opened last fall and when you 
finished the revisions to your book, your calendar would become a bit 
more flexible and you would have a chance to continue working on our 
collaborative search for Mr. Audubon's lost grouse. 

Since it sounds as though your many other commitments there will 
prevent you from getting back to the Audubon grouse project in the 
foreseeable future, I would like to have your permission to proceed with 
it on my own. 

Naturally, I would welcome any comments, corrections or additions you 
would like to make on my original essay, but given your busy schedule 
it sounds as though I may need to move ahead without them. If there is 
any hope of getting a chapter on the "lost grouse" into Bill Steiner's 
Audubon book, I will have to submit a manuscript to him in June. 

In addition to the content of the chapter, I will be expected to 
provide suitable illustrations. In that regard, I wanted to ask you 
whether and how it would be possible to get some professional, 
reproduction-quality photographs or digital images made of your sample 
plates. 

I plan to go back to the New York Public Library to ask their 
permission to reproduce the images on their sample plates, but it would 
be even better if all of the surviving sample plates could be shown in 
sequence by date of publication. 

I will look forward to hearing your thoughts on all of these matters at 
your earliest convenience. Until then, with continuing best wishes, I 
remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon's Grouse 

Date: 5/15/2007 12:36:47 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

It was good to talk to you a few weeks ago and to hear that you think 
you will be able to get back to the Audubon article this month. 

This is just a follow-up to that conversation and a gentle reminder 
that we have now reached the half-way point in May. I hope your pace has 
slowed enough for you to be able to take a few days to look over what 
was written back in 2004(!) and advise me on how it can be improved and 
expanded. Remember, we are being pressed for a submission of our 
manuscript for publication as soon as possible. 

Also, would it be possible for you to have all of your relevant proof 
sheets professionally photographed? we will need high resolution 
digital images suitable for publication. 

With many thanks and continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date. 5/20/2007 7:58:51 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 

Dear Bob: 

You will be shocked pleasantly I hope that I am writing you on May 20 that I have a few critical pages finished in 
long hand and I will fax them to you Monday if you wish. I will continue to work on the matter as steadily as I can 
and have made good progress by reading over most of my notes and your letters. 

If you are not in town I will wait until I have more. 

I must ask for your help on several items. 

Is there a text of the actual wordage we want in the journals? Ford seems to try to explain the journals rather than 
quote them. She has messed us up. 

Are you willing to spell grous the way Audubon did? I think it has appeal. 

Should we put something in about the black bird being done later than the grous? 

Should there be more about the habitat of the grous then and now. Shall we use material from Rhoads book, 
page 88? 

As to Steiner I think we should get in writing that we can publish our writing elsewhere after his book is published 
and if it is not published by a certain date due to delay then are we free to publish. What size book will he publish 
as some of our plates are large and need large full clear pages. Perhaps a separate offprint of our chapter should 
be prepared for the publisher or you to sell. How many free books and offprints do we need personally for your 
institution, friends, helpers and relatives with an agreement not to sell them? Should we review the subject matter 
of his book to see if we are burying our long hard work or will he reject us for doing so? Will he let you read the 
material in its present form? 

I will have digital images of the sheets and bank notes taken shortly but shall we give Steiner photocopies now. 

I do not think we need to give the New York Public Library a citation except credit as assisting us as they only 
have a torn half of an item and we now have the whole from another source. 

What I am going to send you are separate portions which can be fitted in where desired. You can rewrite 
change or pitch anything I write so long as I get to see what you suggest. 

Shall I write up the effort to find the grous by Princeton and if so where is it written up? 

I believe you want me to write up the New Jersey bank note situation to explain why I think the grous note is not 
found as it would be a speculation. 

I think the project now has very great impact and will be very well received if it is not buried in a book with limited 
readership. Eric 


See what's free at AOL.com. 
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Subj: 

Re: Audubon 


Date: 

5/21/2007 8:29:37 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: 

peck@ansp.org 


To: 

EricNumis@aol.com 



Dear Eric, 

I was delighted to receive your e-mail this morning and to learn that 
you are making such excellent headway with the article! I can't wait to 
see what you have written. 

I assume you still have the hard copy of our first draft and that you 
are making your additions and corrections with that as the basis. That 
way I will be able to easily and quickly incorporate the changes and 
send you a new draft. 

I will be happy to expand the section on the life (and subsequent 
reduction of range) of the grouse. I don't think we need a lot on this, 
but agree that a slight expansion would be interesting. 

I am happy to use Audubon's "grous" spelling, but will try to verify it 
if I can figure out where the original manuscript is. 

I doubt that Bill Steiner has all of the chapters for his book in hand 
yet, nor do I think he would share them with us even if he did, but I 
will try to get a full table of contents from him - and also a written 
assurance that we will hold the copyright and can publish the 
article/chapter elsewhere. I still think that inclusion in a book is a 
good idea, as it will have a longer shelf-life there. The various 
magazines/journals we will publish in will give our story exposure, but 
the book will give it more permanence. 

I am pleased that you are having your proof sheets photographed 
(scanned). I do not think we need to send Steiner a photo-copy at this 
point. I would be inclined to continue to keep our story under wraps as 
long as possible until we have lined up one or more publications. Even 
then, I will ask Steiner to promise to keep our story confidential until 
his book is published. 

I will look forward to our next exchange or correspondence. 

Until then, with thanks for your hard work and with all best wishes, I 
remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 
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Phone: (215) 299-1138 


»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 5/20/2007 8:58 pm »> 

Dear Bob: 

You will be shocked pleasantly I hope that I am writing you on May 20 
that I 

have a few critical pages finished in long hand and I will fax them to 
you 

Monday if you wish. I will continue to work on the matter as steadily 
as I can 

and have made good progress by reading over most of my notes and your 
letters. 

If you are not in town I will wait until I have more. 

I must ask for your help on several items. 

Is there a text of the actual wordage we want in the journals? Ford 
seems to 

try to explain the journals rather than quote them. She has messed us 
up. 

Are you willing to spell grous the way Audubon did? I think it has 
appeal. 

Should we put something in about the black bird being done later than 
the 

grous? 

Should there be more about the habitat of the grous then and now. Shall 
we 

use material from Rhoads book, page 88? 

As to Steiner I think we should get in writing that we can publish our 

writing elsewhere after his book is published and if it is not 
published by a 

certain date due to delay then are we free to publish. What size book 
will he 

publish as some of our plates are large and need large full clear 
pages. Perhaps a 

separate offprint of our chapter should be prepared for the publisher 
or you to 

sell. How many free books and offprints do we need personally for your 

institution, friends, helpers and relatives with an agreement not to 
sell them? 

Should we review the subject matter of his book to see if we are 
burying our long 

hard work or will he reject us for doing so? Will he let you read the 
material 

in its present form? 

I will have digital images of the sheets and bank notes taken shortly 
but 

shall we give Steiner photocopies now. 

I do not think we need to give the New York Public Library a citation 
except 
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credit as assisting us as they only have a torn half of an item and we 
now 

have the whole from another source. 

What I am going to send you are separate portions which can be fitted 
in 

where desired. You can rewrite change or pitch anything I write so long 
as I get 

to see what you suggest. 

Shall I write up the effort to find the grous by Princeton and if so 
where is 
it written up? 

I believe you want me to write up the New Jersey bank note situation to 

explain why I think the grous note is not found as it would be a 
speculation. 

I think the project now has very great impact and will be very well 
received 

if it is not buried in a book with limited readership. 

Eric 


************************************** Sss wh3t*s fres 3t 
http://www.aol.com. 
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Subj: Re: Grous 

Date: 6/26/2007 10:50:13 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I think you are probably right that the original drawing of the grouse would have been larger. As you know, in 
creating the images for his book, he drew most of the birds life-sized. For this he probably worked on a smaller 
scale, but certainly larger than the Fairman engraving. 

Thank you for your manuscript. I have enjoyed reading it and will take it with me next week when I go on vacation 
with my family. I will try to make time to work it into the original draft, then send you a new manuscript for review 
and further input. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 6/26/2007 10:32 AM »> 

Dear Bob: 

There is nothing mentioned by me or you as to the size of the original grous 
drawing or sketch. Do you think Audubon drew the grous in as small a size as 
appears on the engraving? Is there any material we can be guided by? Dpd he 
sketch anything else which is known? When I blew up the engraving size I saw 
that the detail Fairman showed was fantastic. I realize that Fairman could 
reduce the size of anything by his engraving skill as he did on many other 
vignettes of that size. Perhaps we ought to say that the sketch was probably 
larger but have no facts to base any comment on. Can you enlighten me? Eric 


************************************** g ee w h a t' S free at http://www.aol.com. 
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Subj: Audubon project 

Date: 7/31/2007 3:18:29 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I am sending you in today's mail a copy of the revised essay 
incorporating all of your comments and adding some of my own. I think 
it reads well and tells the story without going into too much 
unnecessary detail. As you will seem I put some of the more technical 
information in the endnotes rather than burden the readers with it in 
the text. 

Our next challenge will be working out the illustrations. I 
think we will need to use a few of the sample plates from the New York 
Historical Society (to show the Fairman offerings before Audubon (ie the 
1824 sheet). This will make your sheets with the grouse (ie after 1824) 
all the more impressive. Where do we find copies of the Norwalk and 
Bridgeport bank note samples to illustrate? Were the copies you sent me 
from the Haxby book? 

Other information still needed: the termination date for the 
firm of Draper, Underwood, Bald and Spencer. It began in 1830, but when 
did it end? (in other words what could be the last possible dates for 
the Norwalk and Bridgeport banknote samples? 

Please double check the references (ie is John Haxby’s name 
correct? Is David Wismer’s name correct? Should we mention a 
specific book by Wismer? 

When I return, I will try to get a friend at the Field Museum to 
look at the September 9, 1826 journal entry to see if it was accurately 
transcribed by Alice Ford. The journal with the earlier reference, 
alas, appears to have been destroyed. 

I have also enclosed is some information about the Audubon 
documentary "John James Audubon: Drawn From Nature.” I think you 
will enjoy it. A DVD can be ordered from Bullfrog Films (Phone: 1-800 
543 3764 or 610 779-8226). 

I will look forward to our next round of revisions when I return 
from the U K. in late August. Until then, with all best wishes, I 
remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
US.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Returning to Audubon 

Date. 10/15/2007 1:46:48 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

It has been a while since we last communicated. I hope you had a good summer. Mine was a very busy one 
(with a month of it spent in England) and the fall has been no quieter! In fact I am now scrambling to finish an 
exhibition and accompanying catalog on the 19th century British artist Benjamin Waterhouse Hawkins (1807- 
18940. He may have known Audubon, for they had many mutual friends and associates in London and 
Philadelphia, but I have yet to find a letter between them. 

I wanted to touch base with you to see if you have had any further thoughts about our Audubon manuscript since 
we last corresponded in July. I will be happy to incorporate any changes or corrections you send me (or at least I 
will be in about 10 days after my exhibit opens!), though I think we now have the manuscript in pretty good shape. 

Have you had a chance to have your proof sheets of Audubon's "grous" professionally photographed or digitally 
scanned? That will be the next important step. 

I look forward to hearing from you. Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 11/2/2007 2:22:04 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Now that my Waterhouse Hawkins exhibit is open, I am ready to make whatever changes you suggest to the 
latest version of our Audubon article. Please send me a marked-up copy and I will send you back a cleaned-up 
version. 

Also, please let me know how you are doing with the digitizing of the relevant pieces in your collection. 
Remember, the scans need to be "Tiff' files with at least a 300 dpi resolution for clear printing. 

With all best wishes for the weekend, I remain - as ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 11/2/2007 2:22:04 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, L .. .. 

Now that my Waterhouse Hawkins exhibit is open, I am ready to make whatever changes you suggest to the 
latest version of our Audubon article. Please send me a marked-up copy and I will send you back a cleaned-up 
version. 

Also, please let me know how you are doing with the digitizing of the relevant pieces in your collection. 
Remember, the scans need to be "Tiff' files with at least a 300 dpi resolution for clear printing. 

With all best wishes for the weekend, I remain - as ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
USA. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Audubon 

Date: 11/3/2007 1:24:24 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric, for your message and for having the images made. I will look forward to receiving the disk at 
your convenience. In your message you referred to "previous imaging." By this are you referring to the images I 
bought from the New York Public Library? Or images from your collection? Can these be put on a disk as well? 

I will eagerly await your comments on the text. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 11/02/07 9:12 PM »> 

Dear Bob. 

Today I went to Washington University and had experts take images of two 
full sample sheets with the grouse and two more bank note proofs with a grouse 
on them. This when added to the previous imaging completes the needed items. 

The grouse on the sample sheets or on the bank notes can be blown up to any 
size. I will ask them to prepare a disc to send you. In about ten days I will 
get to the text as I have visitors to my museum and piles of other writing to 
complete. 

My best. Eric 


*********************** See whgt . s new at htt p://www.aol.com 
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Subj: Re: Audubon 

Date: 11/3/2007 1:24:24 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric, for your message and for having the images made. I will look forward to receiving the disk at 
your convenience. In your message you referred to "previous imaging." By this are you referring to the images I 
bought from the New York Public Library? Or images from your collection? Can these be put on a disk as well? 

I will eagerly await your comments on the text. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 
Senior Fellow and 
Librarian of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 11/02/07 9:12 PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

Today I went to Washington University and had experts take images of two 
full sample sheets with the grouse and two more bank note proofs with a grouse 
on them. This when added to the previous imaging completes the needed items. 

The grouse on the sample sheets or on the bank notes can be blown up to any 
size. I will ask them to prepare a disc to send you. In about ten days I will 
get to the text as I have visitors to my museum and piles of other writing to 
complete. 

My best. Eric 


See what’s new at http://www.aol.com 
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Subj: Happy Thanksgiving 

Date: 11/19/2007 12:00:42 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I want to wish you and your family a happy Thanksgiving. 

Naturally, this holiday always makes me think of Audubon's famous turkey print! I hope that as soon as the 
holiday is behind us we can resume the final brushing up of our essay. I eagerly await your comments and 
corrections on the most recent draft. I also look forward to receiving the disk of the images you have had made of 
the proof sheets and other items relating to the Audubon "grous" story. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 11/30/2007 1:10:53 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Your photographer has contacted me and will be sending the images on disk as they are quite large and may not 
transfer well over the internet. Thank you. 

Now we need to make the final editorial adjustments on the text. 

Please let me know what you think of the most recent version of the article (attached). 

Ill look forward to hearing from you soon. Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever- Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
USA. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Re: Returning to Audubon 

Date: 12/27/2007 9:18:29 A M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I want to wish you a very happy, healthy and productive New Year. I look forward to working with you to bring our 
Audubon project to completion and seeing it published in 2008. 

With all best wishes from a drizzly Philadelphia, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
US.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon 

Date: 1/22/2008 10:26:57 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I am off to Florida tomorrow to give a lecture at the opening of an exhibition on John James Audubon. I will be 
away (and in the warmth!) until next Monday. 

At your earliest convenience, please send me any further revisions you would like to make on our Audubon 
Grouse paper. If none exist, I will proceed with the next step in the project - contacting the appropriate journal(s) 
to discuss its publication. 

With warm best wishes from a very chilly Philadelphia, I remain - 
As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Ave. St. Louis MO 63105 


Mr. Robert M. Peck 
The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia PA 19103-1195 

Following up my recent telephone conversation with you I am enclosing Page D4 of the October 7, 2008 New 
York Times giving a full page on new Audubon publications. 

We immediately ordered AUDUBON EARLY DRAWINGS and promptly looked in it for material relative to the 
study which you and I are preparing. I immediately saw the reference to Fairman and the grouse. I enclose a 
photostat of the title page and the Fairman page in case you have not yet seen them. 

Since you recently went to the Field Museum to examine the original Audubon Diary I want to know 
whether Audubom spelled "grouse" as the above book apparently quotes (It does not say where the quote comes 
from) or whether he uses the British spelling of "grous" as in the Birds of America. There is in the new book a 
colored image of a ruffed grouse but the writing on the painting uses "grouse" but it is not clear whose writing it is. 
Incidentally does each plate in Birds of America spell "grous" the same way as the spelling of the Pinnated Grous 
engraving. 

As to the title of what we are writing you seem to like AUDUBON'S ILLUSIVE GROUSE. I favor the impact that 
something new has just been located rather than a reader thinking it is about something old. which was elusive. 
My new title suggestion is A NEW DISCOVERY OF THE EARLIEST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD. We 
did not discover the sketch. We discovered the earliest engraving of any Aububon item I presume. 

Please give me your thoughts on all of the above so I can grind away at this difficult matter. 

Stay at full speed. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 5/16/2009 11:19:21 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@ansp.org 


Dear Bob: 

The explanation as to why a capital C on a proof banknote means that a plate of four was prepared is that a 
single note in preparation was developed by siderography with no plate letter on it. If that was approved then it 
had to be decided the amount of each denomination which was wanted. If twice as many $1s were wanted than 
$2s they would put two $1s on a plate a plate of four notes so it might have 1,1,2 & 3 or 1,1,2 & 5 or 1,1,2 & 2 
or 1.1.1 & 2 The printing equipment were customarily set up to print four notes from one plate. A different plate 
letter was engraved on each note on a plate to distinguish further one note image from another whether for the 
same denomination or another. This helped counterfeiting and alteration detection as well as bank 
bookkeeping. That is why a capital C on a note meant that it was on a plate of four notes and there were at 
least three other plate letters on notes on that plate. 

You made a logical inquiry and my response is more technical than you expected.. 

As to the choice of possible publishers I believe Winterthur would have more impact if they would do it. If not 
William and Mary is fine. Either one could be encouraged because Audubon grew up and was first recognized 
as a genius and educated in France in the 18th century and was an immigrant to US. he tried to trade in goods 
in US in the 1610 period and met his neighbor Lucy Bakewell before 1820. I think the New York Times would 
follow up with an extensive article because thy are selling Audubon stuff at present.. Remember also that I want 
to have it published in the numismatic press after its original publication and we should tell the first publisher 
that. 

We have a tiger by the tail so carry on. Eric 


Keep the project rolling. Eric 

In a message dated 5/15/2009 9:22:05 A.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your most recent fax with your further comments and corrections. You are FANTASTIC 
to catch these errors and omissions! Thank you. 

One thing I hope you can help me understand. The corrected version of line 7 on 

Page 6, paragraph 2 now reads: "It has plate letter “C” indicating that a plate of four notes was 

engraved" I don't understand why a "c" would indicate four notes. Wouldn't it be a "d"? 

I have been investigating the William and Mary Quarterly. In many ways they would be ideal 
for us (a circulation of 3700, divided roughly between institutions and individuals). The 
problem is their cut-off date is 1820 (in other words their focus is on the 18th century and 
very early 19th) I have e-mailed their editor to see if a paper that begins in 1824 would be 
eligible. If they say no, I will submit a query to the Winterthur Portfolio. If they say yes, I'm 
not sure what we should do, for the readership may not be all that interested in our discovery. 
What do you think? Winterthur Portfolio does a lot more on 19th century topics. 

- Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 


The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
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Subj: Re: Article idea for Winterthur Portfolio 

Date: 6/8/2009 3:43:20 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@ansp.org 


Dear Bob: 

I want to think about the Winterthur response further before taking a position. Naturally I am disappointed. 

I want to point out to you that we can easily add more images to make the article longer. We have three sample 
sheets which have the grouse on them and they are full pages. There is a Fairman sample sheet which has no 
grouse. We have three bank note proofs. We have the Birds of America three grouse engraved colored view. 
Then we could add other birds between the signature spaces on other New Jersey bank notes. We 
also could add other varieties of grouse from the Birds of America colored engravings. We could add a section 
on the conservationists' attempts to save the greater prairie chicken in US with pictures of the courting display 
viewing shack in Missouri which welcomes visitors. We could add comments on the limited number natural 
prairies remaining in US. The railroad survey of 1855, etc comment about the grouse could be added to show its 
recognition. I would hate not to mention that the grouse was still legally hunted in Kansas, etc. Some of these 
thought would appeal to a larger audience and give therm more pictures to look at. 

Do you think we could consider offering a couple of thousand dollars to the New York Historical Society if 
they would publish one more of their printed bulletins? 

The we might try to present the article as is to the Audubon Society publication to see if they wanted to use it 
and can give it justice. I know you feel that most of its membership are bird counters but this also might be a 
special publication for them. Another idea might be to ask the Library Society of Philadelphia or others for 
advice. Dare you ask the New York Historical Society or the Audubon Society for advice? 

How about asking the New York Times whether they would feature this in their magazine in full as they are 
selling loads of Audubon material? They delight in images. Just a Sunday newspaper blast does not seem to be 
sufficient for us but they would welcome it. 

Would anyone at Harvard, Princeton or Yale be a good contact? Princeton backed there prior research and 
might like to feature the solution. 

Just cogitate as I am doing and let us talk or communicate about it again soon. Eric 


In a message dated 6/8/2009 1:52:32 P.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 


Dear Eric, 

I received the attached reply from Winterthur Portfolio. What do you think? Our essay may be a bit too 
narrowly focused. It is certainly shorter than they wish. 

I can still go back to the New York Historical Society (which I think will take the essay as it stands)... or I 
could try the Journal of the Early Republic (where I know the editor). I 

f I proceed with Winterthur Portfolio, it will require putting the manuscript into their house style which, if 
they are going to reject it on length alone, I would prefer not to do. I would welcome your thoughts. - 
Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> Amy Earls <aearls@winterthur.org> 6/8/2009 2:45 PM »> 
Dear Robert, 
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Thank you for your inquiry about an article on the Audubon bank note. We would be pleased 
to consider a manuscript that moves beyond artistic biography into a broader discussion of the 
commercial world for imagery that Audubon had to engage as a way to make a living and the 
business of designing and printing money. We would be thrilled to be the venue announcing 
the solution of this long-standing mystery for Audubon/numismatic specialists, but we must 
attract a general audience as well. 

As you will see from the attached standards for manuscripts, typical manuscript length for WP 
articles is 30^45 pages. The number of illustrations may range from 18-25 figures. (Shorter 
manuscripts are permissible in the case of “From the Collection” pieces on Winterthur museum 
or library topics.) 

All manuscripts are subject to in-house evaluation and outside peer review. Manuscripts 
cannot be evaluated or peer reviewed until they are complete, with notes in place, figure 
captions in Portfolio format, and clean copies or printouts of all figures. Staff members 
evaluate the article’s suitability for Portfolio and readiness for peer review. If we have 
substantive questions or recommendations for improving the piece and increasing its chances of 
favorable peer review, we will contact the author(s) about making these changes. 

Manuscripts that are complete and appear suitable for publication in Portfolio are sent out for 
double-blind peer review by two readers. Depending on the number of manuscripts in the 
pipeline and the complexity of the readers’ recommendations, the evaluation, peer review, and 
decision processes may take four to six months. Recent acceptance rate is around thirty 
percent. 

Thank you for your interest in Winterthur Portfolio ! 

Best regards, 

Amy 
C. Earls 

Managing Editor, Winterthur Portfolio 

Winterthur Museum 

5105 Kennett Pike (Route 52) 

Winterthur, DE 19735 
302.888.4615 voice, 302.888.4870 fax 


From: Robert Peck [mailto:peck@ansp.org] 
Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2009 10:37 AM 
To: Amy Earls 

Subject: Article idea for Winterthur Portfolio 
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Dear Amy, 

I am writing to propose to Winterthur Portfolio the publication of a paper about John 
James Audubon's first published illustration. This is a topic that has interested and 
frustrated historians for more than 175 years. The story has been mentioned in 
almost every one of the many Audubon biographies, but, until now, it has never been 
satisfactorily explained. 

In a diary entry in 1824, John James Audubon claimed that he had created a drawing of a 
grouse for use on a New Jersey bank note in that year, thus making it his first printed 
illustration. Despite exhaustive searches by Audubon scholars over the years, no examples of 
the bank note have ever been found. Thwarted in their search for the bill, some historians have 
even dismissed Audubon’s claim as a fiction, invented by the young artist to embellish his 
reputation in the lean years before publishing his landmark book on American birds. 

I am happy to report that, after more than a decade of research on the complex world of 
nineteenth century banking and bank note engraving, my co-author (the eminent numismatic 
historian Eric Newman) and I have located what we believe to be the illusive bank note image. 
In our paper we will tell of our discovery and the fascinating story of Audubon’s first entry into 
the publishing world. We will illustrate the illusive image and explain why none of bank notes 
that featured it have survived. 

As the author of one of the chapters in John James Audubon in the West: The Last Expedition, 
Sarah Boehme, Ed. (Harry N. Abrams, 2000), and a co-presenter on the recent PBS American 
Masters documentary on Audubon, and as Curator of Art and Artifacts at the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, which cares for a large collection of Audubon books, 
manuscripts, specimens and memorabilia, much of it acquired directly from Audubon, I have 
been immersed in Audubon scholarship for more than 25 years. My co-author, Eric Newman, is 
the author of many scholarly papers on American numismatics and the standard reference book 
on paper currency, The Early Paper Money of America (2008), which has been in print in 
various editions since 1967. 

The last published investigation into the illusive Audubon bank note was by William H. 
Dillistin, President of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and a numismatic scholar in 
1960 (Princeton University Library Chronicle Vol. XXI, Nos. 1 & 2). He concluded that, 
despite his exhaustive research, the “riddle of the Audubon grouse” remained unanswered, (pp. 
36-37). Our paper will bring this long mystery to a close. 

Because of the New York Historical Society’s long and close association with Audubon and 
Audubon scholarship, we first considered publishing our paper in the society’s publication The 
Journal of American History, but because they have recently decided to move away from print 
and into electronic publishing, we have decided that Winterthur Portfolio would be a better 
venue for our essay. We hope you will agree that our paper and Winterthur Portfolio will be a 
good match. 

With your approval, I would be happy to send you a draft of the paper for peer review. 

I will look forward to hearing from you at your convenience. Until then, with all best wishes, I 
remain - Sincerely, Bob Peck (Winterthur Fellow class of 1976) 
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Subj: Fwd: RE: Article idea for Winterthur Portfolio 

Date: 6/8/2009 1:52:32 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Dear Eric, 

I received the attached reply from Winterthur Portfolio. What do you think? Our essay may be a bit too 
narrowly focused. It is certainly shorter than they wish. 

I can still go back to the New York Historical Society (which I think will take the essay as it stands)... or I could 
try the Journal of the Early Republic (where I know the editor). I 

f I proceed with Winterthur Portfolio, it will require putting the manuscript into their house style which, if they 
are going to reject it on length alone, I would prefer not to do. I would welcome your thoughts. - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> Amy Earls <aearls@winterthur.org> 6/8/2009 2:45 PM >>> 

Dear Robert, 

Thank you for your inquiry about an article on the Audubon bank note. We would be pleased to 
consider a manuscript that moves beyond artistic biography into a broader discussion of the 
commercial world for imagery that Audubon had to engage as a way to make a living and the business 
of designing and printing money. We would be thrilled to be the venue announcing the solution of this 
long-standing mystery for Audubon/numismatic specialists, but we must attract a general audience as 
well. 

As you will see from the attached standards for manuscripts, typical manuscript length for WP articles 
is 30-45 pages. The number of illustrations may range from 18—25 figures. (Shorter manuscripts are 
permissible in the case of “From the Collection” pieces on Winterthur museum or library topics.) 

All manuscripts are subject to in-house evaluation and outside peer review. Manuscripts cannot be 
evaluated or peer reviewed until they are complete, with notes in place, figure captions in Portfolio 
format, and clean copies or printouts of all figures. Staff members evaluate the article’s suitability for 
Portfolio and readiness for peer review. If we have substantive questions or recommendations for 
improving the piece and increasing its chances of favorable peer review, we will contact the author(s) 
about making these changes. 

Manuscripts that are complete and appear suitable for publication in Portfolio are sent out for double¬ 
blind peer review by two readers. Depending on the number of manuscripts in the pipeline and the 
complexity of the readers’ recommendations, the evaluation, peer review, and decision processes may 
take four to six months. Recent acceptance rate is around thirty percent. 
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Thank you for your interest in Winterthur Portfolio ! 
Best regards, 

Amy 

Amy C. Earls 

Managing Editor, Winterthur Portfolio 

Winterthur Museum 

5105 Kennett Pike (Route 52) 

Winterthur, DE 19735 
302.888.4615 voice, 302.888.4870 fax 


From: Robert Peck [mailto:peck@ansp.org] 
Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2009 10:37 AM 
To: Amy Earls 

Subject: Article idea for Winterthur Portfolio 


Dear Amy, 

I am writing to propose to Winterthur Portfolio the. publication of a paper about John James 
Audubon's first published illustration. This is a topic that has interested and frustrated 
historians for more than 175 years. The story has been mentioned in almost every one of 
the many Audubon biographies, but, until now, it has never been satisfactorily explained. 

In a diary entry in 1824, John James Audubon claimed that he had created a drawing of a grouse for 
use on a New Jersey bank note in that year, thus making it his first printed illustration. Despite 
exhaustive searches by Audubon scholars over the years, no examples of the bank note have ever been 
found. Thwarted in their search for the bill, some historians have even dismissed Audubon’s claim as a 
fiction, invented by the young artist to embellish his reputation in the lean years before publishing his 
landmark book on American birds. 

I am happy to report that, after more than a decade of research on the complex world of nineteenth 
century banking and bank note engraving, my co-author (the eminent numismatic historian Eric 
Newman) and I have located what we believe to be the illusive bank note image. In our paper we will 
tell of our discovery and the fascinating story of Audubon’s first entry into the publishing world. We 
will illustrate the illusive image and explain why none of bank notes that featured it have survived. 

As the author of one of the chapters in John James Audubon in the West: The Last Expedition, Sarah 
Boehme, Ed. (Harry N. Abrams, 2000), and a co-presenter on the recent PBS American Masters 
documentary on Audubon, and as Curator of Art and Artifacts at the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia, which cares for a large collection of Audubon books, manuscripts, specimens and 
memorabilia, much of it acquired directly from Audubon, I have been immersed in Audubon 
scholarship for more than 25 years. My co-author, Eric Newman, is the author of many scholarly 
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papers on American numismatics and the standard reference book on paper currency. The Early Paper 
Money of America (2008), which has been in print in various editions since 1967. 

The last published investigation into the illusive Audubon bank note was by William H. Dillistin, 
President of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and a numismatic scholar in 1960 {Princeton 
University Library Chronicle Vol. XXI, Nos. 1 & 2). He concluded that, despite his exhaustive 
research, the “riddle of the Audubon grouse” remained unanswered, (pp. 36-37). Our paper will bring 
this long mystery to a close. 

Because of the New York Historical Society’s long and close association with Audubon and Audubon 
scholarship, we first considered publishing our paper in the society’s publication The Journal of 
American History, but because they have recently decided to move away from print and into electronic 
publishing, we have decided that Winterthur Portfolio would be a better venue for our essay. We hope 
you will agree that our paper and Winterthur Portfolio will be a good match. 

With your approval, I would be happy to send you a draft of the paper for peer review. 

I will look forward to hearing from you at your convenience. Until then, with all best wishes, I remain 
- Sincerely, Bob Peck (Winterthur Fellow class of 1976) 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Fwd: Re: Article idea 

Date: 6/12/2009 11:49:55 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I just received this depressing reply from the New York Historical Society. 

The good news we hadn't yet submitted the article so we aren't lost in limbo. 

I will now explore the Journal of the Early American Republic. 

- Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <vpaley@nyhistory.org> 6/12/2009 12:41 PM >>> 

Dear Robert, 

Our journal is currently in a state of flux and unfortunately appears to be dying a slow death due to lack of 
funding and trustee enthusiasm. My colleague (and suitemate) Roberta Olson has great respect for your work 
and as a result I am doubly depressed about having to take a pass on this. 

With apologies, 

Valerie 


********* 

Valerie Paley 

Historian for Special Projects 
New-York Historical Society 
170 Central Park West 
New York, NY 10024 

E-mail: VPaley@nyhistory.org 

Tel: 212-873-3400 x 204 

-"Robert Peck" <peck@ansp.org> wrote:- 

To: <vpaley@nyhistory.org> 

From: "Robert Peck" <peck@ansp.org> 

Date: 06/12/2009 11:48AM 
Subject: Re: Article idea 

Dear Valerie, 

In looking back through our correspondence, I see that we never came to closure on the submission of our 
Audubon paper. Should I discuss it directly with Sandra Markham? 

The paper is ready to go, but I'd like to go over a few details regarding the publication process. 
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For reference, I am attaching a copy of my initial query letter of last February. 
I will look forward to hearing from you or Sandra at your earliest convenience. 
Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - 
Sincerely, Bob Peck 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <vpaley@nyhistory.org> 3/24/2009 3:35 PM >>> 

Dear Mr. Peck, 

I did receive the article and forwarded it to Sandra Markham, the new editor of the journal. However, in the 
past several weeks we have been in discussions about how our journal will be published going forward, and 
for the time being we will only publish online. Would this affect your predisposition for us to consider your 
work? 

Sincerely, 

Valerie Paley 


********* 

Valerie Paley 

Historian for Special Projects 
New-York Historical Society 
170 Central Park West 
New York, NY 10024 

E-mail: VPaley@nyhistory.org 

Tel: 212-873-3400 x 204 

-"Robert Peck" <peck@ansp.org> wrote:- 

To: <vpaley@nyhistory.org> 

From: "Robert Peck" <peck@ansp.org> 

Date: 03/24/2009 03:26PM 
Subject: Article idea 

Dear Ms. Paley, 

On February 4th I sent you an e-mail proposing an article about John James Audubon's first published 
illustration that I thought might be of interest to you and the readers of The Journal of American 
History. In case my message never reached you, I am sending it again, this time as an attached Word 
document. I will look forward to hearing your thoughts on this at your convenience. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - Sincerely, Bob Peck 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 


Friday, June 12, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Audubon Grouse - update 

Date: 7/8/2009 2:16:56 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Before I leave on my own summer vacation, I wanted to give you an update on our Audubon article. 

The editor of the Journal of the Early Republic hns now confirmed receipt of the manuscript and a disk 
containing all of the illustrations (except figure 1 - the Fairman-Underwood sample sheet that does not contain 
the grouse, but this is probably one we don't need to illustrate in any case). She says that they will send this 
material to three different reviewers over the summer and let me know their decision "within about three 
months." 

So I guess all we can do now is wait for the result. 

I'll let you know as soon as I have more to report. Until then, enjoy your summer and we'll be back in touch in 
the fall. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Ave. St. Louis Mo 63105 


July 21, 2009 


Mr. Robert Peck 

1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia PA 19103-1195 


n enjoying mine. Part of my enjoyment is thinking about our mutual 


Dear Bob: 

While you are enjoying your vacation I 
project. 

Since it may take all summer for the reviewers to study our article I want to mention a thought or so of mine for 
you to consider after you get back on about August 1, 2009.1 do not plan to return before September 2. 

I think your idea of not submitting for publication the Fairbanks image without the grouse is sound. It has 
been mentioned in the text that a sample sheet exists before the grouse enters the scene and that should 
be enough. It would be diverting to view an image without the grouse when we want the reader to look at the 

I ?hink S the reviewers or 6 publishers might wish to have the source of the images indicated in the Publicationand 
permission to do so. Therefore in small text under each image or in a general comment relating to appropriate 
images there should be "From the collection of Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society or From the 
Collection of The Academy of Natural Sciences". 

I have learned that Haxby’s publication on American Bank Notes is being published on Internet and we would 
want to include that source to show how modern our end notes are. 


Naturally the reviewers may request something additional or changed so I am sure we are ready for that. 


Now I can go back to watching the ocean tides. 
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Subj: Fwd: Decision on your JER submission 

Date: 10/5/2009 8:58:21 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: Deck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your phone message of last week. 

Yes, I did receive a response from the Journal of the Early Republic, and attach it for your interest. The 
review starts with the editor's cover note (which is directly below this message) and then continues with 
three different reviews (which are attached). 

I confess that when I first received the review I was so taken aback by the comments of "reviewer A" 
that I was ready to withdraw the article. But the relatively positive comments of reviewers B and C 
made me think that it might be worth investing a little more time and making some of the changes they 
suggest in order to give the paper one for shot. 

The ball is now in my court to make the changes and resubmit the article. I have been extremely busy 
since receiving these comments and so have not had a chance to delve back into my Audubon files to 
write the necessary "justification" of the importance of our find. I have told the editor that this is 
supposed to be an article about a discovery of a long-lost Audubon picture, not a revision of Audubon's 
life. We do not claim that this picture changes the way we think about Audubon or the American 
banking system, as "reviewer A" seems to want. I suppose this is the risk we took by submitting to a 
"scholarly journal" as opposed to a more popular publication. In their quest for profound meaning in 
everything, sometimes academics can not see the forest for the trees! 

I would welcome any thoughts you might have after you have digested what the reviewers have to say. 

In the hope that you are having some of the same lovely weather we are here in Philadelphia, and with 
continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

>>> The Journal of the Early Republic <jer@shear.org> 9/9/2009 12:09 PM >>> 

September 9, 2009, 

Dear Bob, 

This is a research note that will interest a wide array of readers, especially given the attractive 
illustrations. The recommendation is to revise and resubmit this piece with special attention to the 
suggestions of readers A and B. I agree with all readers that the significance of this finding needs to be 
specified. Is the identification of this engraving of importance for understanding Audubon's career, his 
artistic development (as C seems to suggest), the engraving business generally or the design of 
financial instruments in the early nineteenth century? Or, perhaps, the choice of an American bird 
signals the development of a nationalist, American iconography. 

I look forward to seeing a revised, slightly expanded version of this essay soon. Please follow our guide 
for authors carefully while revising the manuscript. You can access it at our website 
http://ier.pennpress.org . Do include an explanation of your strategies for responding to the reviewers' 
concerns (or your justification for not doing so), since your revision and your explanation of how you 
addressed the critiques will go back out to the same readers. 

Best, 

Susan 

Susan E. Klepp 

Editor, Journal of the Early Republic 
The Library Company of Philadelphia 
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Subj: Re: Further article modifications 

Date: 10/13/2009 9:05:03 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message and many good suggestions. I too have been puzzling over what to add to 
our text to emphasize the importance of the Fairman-Audubon relationship and the significance of our 
discovery. I will incorporate all that you have said and also beef up my claim that the grouse has been 
sought by all of Audubon's major biographers. 

If we can get something about Fairman from Tomasko's new book, that would be terrific. Let me know 
when you receive it. 

I have a busy week this week, so I probably won't get a chance to make the changes until next week, 
but I will send you a new draft as soon as I can. 

Until then, with continuing best wishes from a suddenly chilly Philadelphia, I remain - 
As ever. Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 10/12/2009 3:31 PM >>> 

Dear Bob: 

Both my wife and I have studied the comments of the OLD REPUBLIC reviewers of our article and we 
have the following suggestions: 

We believe A MYSTERY REVEALED should be removed from the title. It repeats the thrust of the word 
FOUND and may make the title too long. 

We discussed your adding the importance of the Fairman - Audubon meeting in Philadelphia. It might be 
said that without Fairman's advice, cooperation and action there may not have been a Birds of America. 
It was Fairman who told Audubon that there was no engraver in America with the skill to do 
what Audubon required in detail, size and color and suggested England. Fairman through his contacts 
helped arrange introductions to persons in England who would help Audubon find the acceptable 
engraving and coloring artistry as well as persons to assist in arranging exhibitions and social contacts 
to help raise money for the project. Without it Audubon might have failed in his goals. This was in 
addition to getting a sample of Audubon's work and seeing that it had superb quality to satisfy both of 
them as to Audubon's skill. 

There is a new book just about to be released this month written by Mark Tomasko entitled THE FEEL 
OF STEEL. I have been promised my ^opy in a few days. It is priced at $500 and ought to be replete 
with images I hope I can lift it..I do notknow anything about its specific content It may have comments 
about Fairman and may even have some of his engravings as illustrations. You contacted Tomasko 
previously about our project and he knows whatever you told him. He probably will not spill the beans 
but I hop he says something about Fairman. I will read it as soon as it arrives. I hope it can be used in 
our text to help glorify Fairman. 

Our last suggestion is that the research sponsored by Princeton on the Audubon grouse topic be 
removed from our footnotes to the primary text. This will add to the importance of our work by showing 
that it was attempted before by a very competent group and was unsuccessful. 

I am sure you have ideas of your own to try to please the Old Republic. 

Please send me a draft of any part of your changes. Eric 
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Subj: Our Paper on Audubon 

Date: 10/21/2009 3:01:35 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansD.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Eric. . 

I have been working on our paper. I am beginning to think that part of the problem was/is this strange 
requirement by the publication that the endnotes must be bundled by paragraph, rather than allowing 
each quote or citation of fact to be individually documented. This is probably why "Reviewer A" 
complained that lots was stated without being documented. 

„>^~1 i 

Still, in order to beef up our documentation, I wonder if you could give me some additional endnote 
citations (complete book title and publication information including the page numbers where the 
information can be found). I would need these especially for endnote 3, in which I would add 

something like "details on the evolution of the Fairman Firm can be found in_and "for a history of 

the development of the national charter banks see_". 

For endnote 10 it would be good to give a source for the incorporation date of the Bridgeport Bank. 

Since you are one of the country's leading scholars on the history of numismatics with more than 50 
years of experience in this field, it seems insulting for a reviewer to challenge the information you 
provide; Similarly, after more than 30 years of research about and publishing on Audubon, I find 
it frustrating to be challenged on the accuracy of my statements (particularly by a reviewer who can't 
even spell Audubon's name correctly!) Nevertheless, these are the rules we must play by. The 
reviewers don't know who we are (its a blind review) or even that there are two of us, so I guess we 
have to give them the full chapter and verse in our endnotes. 

"Reviewer A" referred to Stephen Mihm's book on counterfeiting and money production in this era and 
seems to think that since we did not cite it we don't know it exists. Even if the book is irrelevant to our 
story, to make this reviewer happy, maybe we should put it into one of the endnotes. Can you send me 
the full citation? Similarly, I will add the Frick book on Audubon (though I consider it less than seminal). 

Has the new Tomasko book arrived yet? Is there anything in it about Fairman? It would be good to 
find a way of citing this book somewhere in our notes, as it is the most current book on this general 
subject. Also, since he helped review our manuscript. 

I will look forward to hearing from you on all of these matters at your earliest convenience. 

Until then, in the hope that you are well and enjoying this beautiful autumn weather, and with 
continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


cu 




o\^l 




Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Re: GROUSE 

Date: 10/27/2009 2:51:19 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: Deck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric, for the update on Mark's book. I will certainly insert the reference. Thank you too for 
your earlier message with the various sources requested. 

In looking back over reviewer A's comments I see that he/she knows very little about this topic. Neither 
of the books he/she mentioned as conspicuously absent from our bibliography are at all relevant to our 
topic. The Frick book cited is not even about Audubon! 

I will insert some if not all of the additional information you suggest and send you a new draft as soon 
as I can. 

Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - as ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 10/27/2009 3:30 PM >>> 

Dear Bob: . 

I received a spectacular book: You may now add to the sources in the footnotes as to Gideon Fairman 
and the firms he was with Mark D. Tomasko, THE FEEL OF STEEL, Newtown PA (2009) p.19 
He merely mentions the names among prominent engravers but the citation will be helkpful to show we 
are up to date. There are no sample sheets in the book so ours will be new to many in the art field. 

The book is gorgeous and is beautifully written. It has large type and the inserts are plentiful. Please 
send me his Email or street address as I want to write him. 

My wife and I discussed some text enlargements which might be helpful. We suggest that you elaborate 
on Audubon's urgent need for money at the time he met Fairman and made Audubon want to show 
Fairman how well he could draw. He must also have impressed Fairman as to how he needed access to 
wealthy people in England as much as he needed a superb engraver. You might also indicate that 
Audubon was told to go to France for the engraving and Fairman urged him to go to England even 
though French was Audubon's primary written and spoken language. 

Another item which could be pointed out is that his three pinnated grouse engraving in Birds of America 
was apparently painted in America before he left for Europe for the first time because those 
paintings he furnished for engraving after he returned to America were other than East Coast birds I 
presume from what Rhodes said. 

I await your redraft and will try to do anything more you suggest, Eric. 
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Subj: Our paper - latest draft 

Date: 11/6/2009 8:30:43 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: 


Dear Eric, 

I have made quite a few changes in our paper in an effort to respond to the various comments that 
were offered by the reviewers for the Journal of the Early Republic. 

I hope you agree that the sections I have added, primarily at the beginning and at the end, have 
strengthened our case that 1) this bank note has, in fact been something scholars have been interested 
in and looking for for a long time and 2) that the Fairman relationship and the bank note did play an 
important part in Audubon's ultimate success. 

I am still happy to make further additions and changes, but I am also eager to get this back to them 
fairly soon while the iron is at least warm, if no longer red hot. 

I need your help in refining and strengthening endnote #3. Can you give me a title and author for the 
article in Essay Proof Journal? Also, is that really the journal's full title? Also, can you give the page 
numbers for the relevant article?. Similarly (also in endnote #3), for the Hessler book, Engravers Line, 
it would be good to have page references. Thank you. 

I really don't like using what they call "omnibus" endnotes (i.e. only one endnote at the end of each 
paragraph) for each paragraph usually has a whole range of things that need documentation, but we 
have no choice in this matter as this is the format they insist upon using. 

I will look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. Until then, with continuing best 
wishes, I remain - 
As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Article revision 

Date: 11/7/2009 8:35:35 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: peck@ansD.ora 

Dear Bob: 

Your revision which you just sent is a masterpiece and makes the article glow. I appreciate how careful 
your flow of language has been used. I have finished with my minor suggested corrections but will 
send them by mail this Monday. However I want you to hear from me the first thing on Monday morning 
so I am sending you this message now. 

My one strong feeling is that the title must be changed as I have indicated before. The present title may 
be misleading because it might suggest to a few that Audubon was an engraver. 

The impact of the word FOUND ! (with a heavy explanation point after it) is unusual, forceful, exciting, 
and stimulating . Even one of the reviewers seemed to recognize this. This title should therefore be as 
we previously suggested FOUND ! FIRST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD. I do not think 
we need the word THE but have no objection to using it if you think that helps. 

We should get real satisfaction if the OLD REPUBLIC goes along with our revised submittal. Eric 


Saturday, November 07, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Article revision 

Date: 11/9/2009 9:40:44 A M. Central Standard Time 

From: Deck@ansp.orq 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message and for your encouraging words about my revision. You have gotten my 
week off to a wonderful start! 

I confess that I was rather disheartened by the reviews we received from the Journal of the Early 
American Republic, but now that some time has passed and I have addressed their concerns, I do think 
that we have a stronger essay. I just hope they agree! 

I will look forward to receiving your corrections by mail. I will incorporate these and then re-submit our 
article (with my fingers crossed). 

Your extraordinary expertise in all things numismatic - and steadfast support - are much appreciated 
and continue to make this an exciting project to work on. I have learned much from it and look back on 
our long collaboration with great pleasure and satisfaction. 

I'll be back in touch soon with a further update. Until then, with thanks and continuing best wishes, I 
remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 11/7/2009 9:35 PM >>> 

Dear Bob: 

Your revision which you just sent is a masterpiece and makes the article glow. I appreciate how careful 
your flow of language has been used. I have finished with my minor suggested corrections but will send 
them by mail this Monday. However I want you to hear from me the first thing on Monday morning so I 
am sending you this message now. 

My one strong feeling is that the title must be changed as I have indicated before. The present title may 
be misleading because it might suggest to a few that Audubon was an engraver. 

The impact of the word FOUND ! (with a heavy explanation point after it) is unusual, forceful, exciting, 
and stimulating . Even one of the reviewers seemed to recognize this. This title should therefore be as 
we previously suggested FOUND ! FIRST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD. I do not think we 
need the word THE but have no objection to using it if you think that helps. 

We should get real satisfaction if the OLD REPUBLIC goes along with our revised submittal. Eric 
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Subj: Our paper - your corrections 

Date: 11/12/2009 9:15:05 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.orq 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

It was good to talk with you earlier this week. Thank you for helping me further refine our essay. I 
hope you were able to mail a hard copy of your corrections, for our fax machine was not working the 
day you were going to fax them, so, despite all your efforts, I'm afraid nothing got through. 

I will look forward to receiving your comments the old fashioned way - by mail! 

With continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Your edits to Audubon 

Date: 11/13/2009 10:27:53 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I am happy to report that our fax machine was fixed this morning and the first thing that came out of it 
was your fax! All of your corrections, additions, suggestions, etc. were clearly legible and all were 
excellent. I am now at work editing the manuscript to incorporate your many improvements. Thank 
you. 

With luck I should be able to resubmit our paper to the journal early next week. I'll let you know as 
soon as I send it off. 

Until then, with many thanks and all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Our paper 

Date: 11/16/2009 2:36:49 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansD.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I have, today, resubmitted our paper. I am not confident that we can ever overcome the objections 
from reviewer A (who I note is so unfamiliar with Audubon as to consistently misspell his name!). 
Nevertheless, we have done our best and have certainly addressed the few minor objections given by 
reviewers B and C. 

If this doesn't make it through the second review, I can think of several other journals to try. 

With fingers crossed, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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December 7, 2009 


Dear Eric, 


I’m afraid I still have nothing to report on our article. The 
editor said she was sending the revised version back to the original 
reviewers (one of whom i don’t think we can ever convince the 
paper is worth publishing). Let’s hope the editor is willing to 
overrule any objections that still remain. I’ll let you know as soon 
as 1 hear something. 

In the meantime, 1 wanted to send you the enclosed copy of 
Heritage which contains an article that I think will interest you. I 
was reading it and was surprised to find your name mentioned! 

(See page 19). Heritage is a trade magazine published by an 
auction house in Dallas Texas. Perhaps you receive it, but if not, I 
thought you’d like to see what they are say ing about you! 

The weather has turned cold here at last and this weekend we 
received our first snow. 1 hope it is more pleasant in St. Louis! 

With all best wishes for the coming holidays, i remain - 

As ever, 

T 

Robert M. Peck 

Enclosure Senior Fellow 

THE EWELL SALE STEWART LIBRARY 


THE ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES • 1900 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PARKWAY • PHILADELPHIA PA 19103-1195 
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Subj: Wood analysis and Audubon's Grouse 

Date: 1/8/2010 9:21:30 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@anso.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I have two things to report, both of which I think will brighten your day. 

First, I have just received the following response to my inquiry at Winterthur: 

Thanks for your note, Bob. We'll miss you in New York. Regarding wood analysis, we don't have anyone on staff 
who can do this. Years ago, Gordon Saltar did this; later Harry Alden did this as well. Both were on staff at 
Winterthur, but that position was eliminated a number of years ago. Mike Podmaniczky did do wood id from time 
to time, but Mike left Winterthur a couple of years ago. 

Harry Alden works free-lance now and would be happy to analyze a wood sample. Unfortunately he would have 
to charge for this service. It's not a huge number, but it's still a cost. I believe the charge is $50 per sample. Take 
a look at Harry's website for details: http://woodid.homestead.com/ais.html . Wish that 1 could steer you to 
someone who would do this for free. But at this point, this is the best that I can do. With warm regards, Brock 


Second ... 


There has been an exciting development on the Audubon bank note project. 

Yesterday I was contacted by a curator at Princeton University library who had heard about our 
discovery of the lost Audubon bank note from Mark Tomasco. They (Princeton) would like to feature 
the Audubon image a 2011 exhibition at the library. They would also like to quote excerpts from our 
Journal of the Early Republic paper in the accompanying catalog. 


I told them that this would be OK with you and me, but that I would have to check with the editors of 
the journal I explained that the paper was still undergoing a final review. I assume that once the paper 
has been accepted and published by the JER, they would be willing (possibly even pleased?) to have it 
cited. 

I am gratified by the high level of interest our discovery already has generated among Audubon scholars 
and numismatists. This request from Princeton shows that the interest is every bit as broad and 
deep as we had imagined. As we have discussed in the past, I think we should issue a press release on 
the Audubon bank note discovery to coincide with the paper's publication in JER. I can imagine that 
there might be quite a bit of popular media interest in the story. 

In light of the lead-time Princeton requires for their exhibition catalog, they are eager to hear back from 
me about permission to quote from our paper as soon as possible. Using this as the excuse, I have 
written to the editors at JER to tell them about Princeton's interest. I hope that it may further stimulate 
their own interest in publishing our paper and hurry their decision. 



N- 

A 


Of course neither Mark nor I have told the curator at Princeton any of the details of the Audubon 
grouse, only that we have discovered the missing image and the story behind it. He was already 
familiar with the decades-long search for the bank note and, of course, with the article that appeared 
about it in the Princeton University Library Chronicle in 1960. 


It seems to me we are now in a very strong position vis-a-vis the JER. This outside expression of 
interest should help validate their decision to publish our paper. If for some reason they should reject 
the paper, Princeton should be happy to publish it (either in the Library Chronicle, or as part of their 
exhibition catalog). My best-of-all-worlds hope is that we will get our cake and eat it too with a 
publication in the JER (first) and then an almost immediate /-e-publication in the Princeton catalog 
and/or Library Chronicle. 


I will keep you posted on these fast-breaking developments. 


Friday, January 08, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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With warm best wishes from a still chilly Philadelphia, 


remain - 


As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Wood analysis and Audubon's Grouse 

Date: 1/8/2010 9:21:30 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.orq 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I have two things to report, both of which I think will brighten your day. 

First, I have just received the following response to my inquiry at Winterthur: 

Thanks for your note. Bob. We'll miss you in New York. Regarding wood analysis, we don't have anyone on staff 
who can do this. Years ago, Gordon Saltar did this; later Harry Alden did this as well. Both were on staff at 
Winterthur, but that position was eliminated a number of years ago. Mike Podmaniczky did do wood id from time 
to time, but Mike left Winterthur a couple of years ago. 

Harry Alden works free-lance now and would be happy to analyze a wood sample. Unfortunately he would have 
to charge for this service. It's not a huge number, but it's still a cost. I believe the charge is $50 per sample. Take 
a look at Harry's website for details: http: woodid.homestead.com/ais.html . Wish that I could steer you to 
someone who would do this for free. But at this point, this is the best that I can do. With warm regards. Brock 


Second ... 

There has been an exciting development on the Audubon bank note project. 

Yesterday I was contacted by a curator at Princeton University library who had heard about our 
discovery of the lost Audubon bank note from Mark Tomasco. They (Princeton) would like to feature 
the Audubon image a 2011 exhibition at the library. They would also like to quote excerpts from our 
Journal of the Early Republic paper in the accompanying catalog. 

I told them that this would be OK with you and me, but that I would have to check with the editors of 
the journal I explained that the paper was still undergoing a final review. I assume that once the paper 
has been accepted and published by the JER, they would be willing (possibly even pleased?) to have it 
cited. 


I am gratified by the high level of interest our discovery already has generated among Audubon scholars 
and numismatists. This request from Princeton shows that the interest is every bit as broad and 
deep as we had imagined. As we have discussed in the past, I think we should issue a press release on 
the Audubon bank note discovery to coincide with the paper's publication in JER. I can imagine that 
there might be quite a bit of popular media interest in the story. 


In light of the lead-time Princeton requires for their exhibition catalog, they are eager to hear back from 
me about permission to quote from our paper as soon as possible. U^p gjhis as t jie_excuse, Lhave 
written to_the editocs_at JER_to tejl the m about P nnceton's-interest. TRo^tRitlTmay further stimulate 
their own interest in publishing our paper and hurry their decision. 



Of course neither Mark nor I have told the curator at Princeton any of the details of the Audubon 
grouse, only that we have discovered the missing image and the story behind it. He was already 
familiar with the decades-long search for the bank note and, of course, with the article that appeared 
about it in the Princeton University Library Chronicle in 1960. 


It seems to me we are now in a very strong position vis-a-vis the JER. This outside expression of 
interest should help validate their decision to publish our paper. If for some reason they should reject 
the paper, Princeton should be happy to publish it (either in the Library Chronicle, or as part of their 
exhibition catalog). My best-of-all-worlds hope is that we will get our cake and eat it too with a 
publication in the JER (first) and then an almost immediate re-publication in the Princeton catalog 
and/or Library Chronicle. 


I will keep you posted on these fast-breaking developments. 


Friday, January 08, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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With warm best wishes from a still chilly Philadelphia, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Friday, January 08, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 


January 8, 2010 


Dear Susan and Kate, 

Yesterday I was contacted by a curator at Princeton University library 
who had heard about our discovery of the lost Audubon bank note 
from Mark Tomasco, a numismatic expert to whom I sent a draft of 
our paper before submitting it to JER. They (Princeton) would like to 
feature the Audubon image and our story of its discovery in a 2011 
exhibition at the library. They would also like to quote excerpts from 
our JER paper in the accompanying catalog. 

I told them that this would be OK with Eric Newman (my co-author) 
and me, but that I would have to check with you. I explained that 
the paper was still undergoing a final review. I assume that once the 
paper has been accepted and published by the JER you would be 
willing (possibly even pleased?) to have it cited - with, of course, full 
credit to JER for publishing it. 

Eric and I are gratified by the high level of interest our discovery 
already has generated among Audubon scholars and numismatists. 
This request from Princeton shows that the interest is even broader 
and deeper than we had imagined. I wonder if we should consider a 
press release on the Audubon bank note discovery to coincide with 
the paper's publication in JER. I can imagine that there might be 
quite a bit of popular media interest in the story. 

In light of the lead-time Princeton requires for their exhibition 
catalog, they are eager to hear back from me about permission to 
quote from our paper as soon as possible. I toid them I wouid be in 
touch with you today and respond as soon as I received your reply. 

With thanks in advance for your thoughts on this, and with best 
wishes to you both for the new year, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 


FOUNDED IN 1812 

RESEARCH • MUSEUM • EDUCATION 


PHILADELPHIA 


(URL) http://www.acnatsci.org 
(TEL) 215/299-1040 
(FAX) 215/299-1144 


January 11, 2010 


Dear Eric, 

Enclosed is a hard copy of the e-mail 1 sent to the editors of the 
Journal of the Early Republic last week. 

1 have already heard back from them (today). They said that if 
they publish the paper, they would be happy to grant permission 
for parts of it to be reprinted in the Princeton University Library 
catalog. Unfortunately, they have still not agreed to publish the 
paper. Apparently they are still waiting for one last review. 

I’ll let you know as soon as I hear back from them. 

I think this interest from Princeton is exciting. 

Rest wishes, 


Enclosure 


THE EWELL SALE STEWART LIBRARY 


THE ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES • 1900 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PARKWAY • PHILADELPHIA PA 19103-1195 
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Subj: Our article on Audubon 

Date: 3/3/2010 12:44:53 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.orq 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Eric. 

At your suggestion, I contacted the Journal of the Early Republic on Monday (by e-mail) They replied as 
follows: 

Still waiting for one more review (reviewer had some personal turmoil and was going to be late, but is 
now extremely late). I will ask Susan if we can proceed without it. 

I replied that I hoped they would be willing to proceed without it. I haven't had a follow-up message 
since, but keep expecting one any day. I will contact them again on Friday if I don't hear anything 
between now and then. In the meantime, I think I will contact Alan Stahl at Princeton to keep him up 
to date on what's going on. 

Let's hope we can move this forward within the next week. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Suoj: Edits for our paper- three questions for you 

Date: 3/9/2010 2:47:58 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.orq 

To: 

Hi Eric. 

It was good to talk with you this afternoon. 

I have now made most of the editorial corrections Susan has suggested. There are a few with which I 
need your help: 

Susan asks: 

p. 7, is the point of para. 2 that [So while this is a later example, the bank is known to have withdrawn 
its own notes from circulation.]? 

I would welcome you thought on this. 

Later she says: 

pp. 13-14, fn 2-since the fear of counterfeiting is a theme that runs through this essay, Mihm's work 
really does need to be cited. 

Can you give me the bibliographical citation for this book (full title, city of publication and date of 
publication)? 

For footnote 3, where we give a lot of information about the history of the banks, the National Bank 
Act, etc., she wants us to cite a source. Is there a definitive book on this subject that everyone would 
acknowledge and recognize? Can you give me a full citation? 

I think once I have answers for these three questions, I will be able to complete the revision and send it 
to you - possibly as early as tomorrow. In the meantime, I will begin to gather the illustrations. 

I am excited to think that our multi-year effort is finally coming to conclusion and our "discovery" will 
soon be shared with the world! (I like that she thinks we can be more certain in stating our claim of 
having solved the mystery.) 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain -As ever, 
Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Fwd: Decision on your JER submission 

Date: 3/9/2010 11:18:07 A M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansD.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Well, we finally have a decision from the Journal of the Early Republic (see message below). I'll be 
back in touch in a few days after I have had time to review this in detail. Then, I will begin to work on 
the changes they suggest. Once I have made the edits they ask for, I will forward a final version to you 
for your review. When you give your OK, I will send a copy to Alan Stahl at Princeton. 

With all best wishes from a sunny and warm Philadelphia, I remain - As ever 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> The Journal of the Early Republic <jer@shear.org> 3/8/2010 3:04 PM >>> 
Robert McCracken Peck 

peck@ansp.org 

Dear Robert, 


Two of the three reviewers have responded and their judgments are mixed; one quite negative, the 
other quite positive. I cast my ballot with the positive assessment and will conditionally accept this 
research note with the following comments: 


There is a disconnect between the confident attribution of the title and the very hesitant attribution of 
the text. I think you can express a higher level of confidence in your findings throughout. How about: 
"Lost and Found: Tracing (Tracking/Discovering) Audubon's First Bird Engraving." 

£)/5£iO i fedl 


p. 2, 2nd paragraph needs work 


paper currency [add- for financial institutions]. Q K. 


well known [not to most readers, a sentence of explanation needed] 




then new para, starting with "Remaining unexamined" 


TP oa; 


bank notes [that was] issued 
Fairman-Audubon [1824 meeting?] serves CP 
selection of [some] complexly . . . roundels [that were] specifically £ r 
p. 3, spell out US and other abbreviations Ok- 


distinctive designs [especially, it seems, those that reflected American themes. Audubon] 
p. 4, Several details [strongly] suggest 
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now extinct there [where? in its northern range?] 

p. 5, could another reason for for the running pose be that Audubon, as a naturalist, recognized running as a 
key characteristic of certain ground-dwelling avian species? 

or [an] issued bank note 

p. 6, more [familiar,] reassuring, or patriotic 

reasonable [quantities] 

p. 7, is the point of para. 2 that [So while this is a later example, the bank is known to have withdrawn its own 
notes from circulation.]? 

p. 9 what in the 1824 engraving [no sketch exists-right? or is it sketchy compared to his later work?] might have 
caused embarrassment? Explain. 

Compare the 1824 and plate 186 in detail. Can you expand on what makes his later work "fully mature"? 

animated scene[-something he did not attempt in his first effort in 1824] So the recovery of his first 
engraving shows something of his development as an artist, especially of the growing complexity of his 
compostions? 

p. 10 seem to confirm [help to confirm] 
p. 12, line 6, a grouse [illustration] there. 

p. 13--middle, gives full cites of the Tyler, etc. published bios as well as your personal correspondence 
define "double elephant" for readers 

pp. 13-14, fn 2—since the fear of counterfeiting is a theme that runs through this essay, Mihm's work really does 
need to be cited. 

p. 14, line 7, is the transcription alway inaccurate, sometimes inaccurate, often inaccurate, occasionally 
inaccurate? 

p. 15, fn 5, need short title cite 

p. 16, line 13 [unsolved, not unanswered] 

p. 17, line 7 no parentheses around after the Civil War 

line 13 [No mention of a] grouse . . . appears on any 

Please do send the illustrations with the current numbers. 

Almost done. Let me know if you have questions. 

Best 

Susan 

Dr. Susan Klepp, Editor 
Journal of the Early Republic 
The Library Company of Philadelphia 
1314 Locust Street 
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Subj: Re: Grouse 

Date: 3/11/2010 10:09:12 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric, for these good suggestions. 

I will await further bibliographical citations from you. 

We can submit the final version when we're ready - sometime next week would be fine. Until then, with 
continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 3/11/2010 10:57 AM >>> 

Dear Bob: 

Congratulations in receiving the encouragement from the Journal of the Early Republic. I am most 
appreciative of their comments. I do not think we should respond rapidly but to take a few days or even 
a week. 

What I like most is the suggestion of the change of part of the title. I like the word DISCOVERED ! 
instead of FOUND ! It is curious that we had the Discover wording long ago and changed it. The 
elimination of the word LOST is very necessary and is erroneous. What was actually lost was not found 
or discovered. The sketch was lost and the New Jersey trial bank note print was lost. What was found 
were prints from a secondary transfer plate from the original steel Fairman engraving of a grouse. That 
is why LOST should not be used because both original items are still lost. 

A second important confusion is the use in a title with "Audubon's First Bird Engraving". This may lead to 
a reader's thinmking that Audubon did the engraving. 

Considering these matters I think the title should be: 

DISCOVERED ! THE FIRST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD 
That is accurate and has impact and leads to curiosity. 

If you agree then you may have to handle the matter in writing and by oral explanation. 

I will be steadily working on the other matters. 


Eric 
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Subj: Data for further revision 

Date: , 3/17/2010 12:52:03 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: ; EricNumis@aol.com 

To: Deck@ansp.org 

Dear Bob: 

In accordance with our conversation this morning here are the answers to your 3/19/10 message. 

Herman E. Krooss, editor Documentary History of Banking and Currency in the United States, New 
York, 1969, etc. 4 volumes. Introduction by Paul A. Samuelson (Nobel Laureate in Economics who 
just died) This includes the State Bank Note period in detail as well as the National Bank Note period 
in detail. 

Q. David Bowers Obsolete Paper Money Issued by Banks in the United States, 1782 - 1866 
Atlanta GA 2006 I wrote the Introduction 

Stephen Mihm. A Nation of Counterfeiters Cambridge USA 2007 


Matter of page 7. THE STATE BANK AT CAMDEN did not withdraw its notes from circulation. It 
apparently did not issue $1 and $2 notes during the Audubon period for other reasons 

Please send me a new draft with changes and let me know if you learn anything about the 
proposed date of publication. 

If there is anything in the foregoing which is not clear please let me know. ERIC 
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Subj: Re: Data for further revision 

Date: 3/17/2010 2:19:29 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansD.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Eric - 

Thank you for these references. 

Regarding your last note and the Camden Bank, I am now confused about what I should say, as 
paragraph 2 page 7 now appears to be in error. Should I just delete this paragraph? - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 3/17/2010 1:52 PM >>> 

Dear Bob: 

In accordance with our conversation this morning here are the answers to your 3/19/10 message. 

Herman E. Krooss, editor Documentary History of Banking and Currency in the United States, New 
York, 1969, etc. 4 volumes. Introduction by Paul A. Samuelson (Nobel Laureate in Economics who 
just died) This includes the State Bank Note period in detail as well as the National Bank Note period in 
detail. 

Q. David Bowers Obsolete Paper Money Issued by Banks in the United States, 1782 - 1866 Atlanta 
GA 2006 I wrote the Introduction 

Stephen Mihm. A Nation of Counterfeiters Cambridge USA 2007 


Matter of page 7. THE STATE BANK AT CAMDEN did not withdraw its notes from circulation. It 
apparently did not issue $1 and $2 notes during the Audubon period for other reasons 

Please send me a new draft with changes and let me know if you learn anything about the 
proposed date of publication. 

If there is anything in the foregoing which is not clear please let me know. ERIC 
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Subj: Our Audubon Paper - Final Draft? 

Date: 3/18/2010 1:35:04 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear-Eric, 

I am attaching what I hope and expect will be the final draft of our paper. I have made all the editorial 
changes suggested by Susan Klepp, the JER editor, and addressed all of the questions and concerns 
raised by her in her e-mail review of March 8th. I have also added the three bibliographical references 
you provided and cut out the confusing (and slightly irrelevant and/or inaccurate) paragraph about the 
Camden Bank and its withdrawn and non-issued notes that originally appeared on page 7. 

You will note that I have slightly modified the ending in order to bring the subject of focus back to the 
running grouse and away from Audubon's double elephant folio. 

I would welcome any further thoughts you may have on the essay as it now stands. Once you have 
given it your blessing, I will resubmit it to the JER, along with the required illustrations in high resolution 
digital form. 

I think we're almost done! 

Note: I will be away from the office tomorrow (Friday) but will hope to hear from you by Monday. 

Many thanks. 


Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Suggested Changes to Final Draft of Griuse 

Date: 3/19/2010 12:26:43 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: peck@ansp.ora 

Dear Bob: 

I was delighted to receive your draft and realize how much work you put into it. Your modifications I 
believe will more than satisfy the JER editor. It has great improvements. 

I have a few further suggestions which I hope will make it even a bit better. 

As to the Title: I have tried to convince you of an alternate and appropriate title and feel strongly about 
it. LOST AND FOUND should be eliminated as it is inaccurate as I pointed out. FOUND and 
DISCOVERY have a repetitive meaning. I plead with you that the strong and effective title should be 
DISCOVERED ! 

THE FIRST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD 
Under the title you might wish to put (Authorship to be inserted) 
p.1 line three from bottom: Substitute "reliability" for "plausibility ". 

p.3 line 2 Insert (FIG. 1) at the end of the sentence. You should use it here and may or may 
not want to use it again as you now do. 

p. 3 line 4: after the word "designed" insert "for usefulness and decoration as well as" 

p. 3 lines 7 and 8 eliminate " his" pluralize "officials" eliminate "clients" so it reads "to bank 
officials" 

p. 7 line 3 substitute "an" for "the" 

ENDNOTES 

p.12 line 8 insert "at first" after "unsuccessful" 

p.13 line 3 Why is AUTHOR'S capitalized? Put an instead of the 

p. 15 note 4 close up space above 

p. 15 note 5 open space between lines 


I hope you can agree to the above and will send me a revision. Thanks for tolerating my tidbits. 
Eric 
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Subj Re: Suggested Changes to Final Draft of Grouse 

Date: 3/22/2010 10:29:03 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: peck@ansp.org 

WhenTread your "final" draft I did not have on hand the Figure numbers you assigned to the images. If 
you mentioned the fact that the first Fairman sample sheet in his set of them has no grouse on it that 
should be enough and we need not illustrate it. Clear the matter up so that a reader knows that the 
early sample sheet Fairman prepared was prior to his meeting with Audubon and had no grouse on it. 
would also be interested as to the size of the Figures to be used in the publication because the names 
on some of the Fairman sheets are very small (perhaps they could be presented enlarged in some way 
in an inset) as we want the grouse to be as easily examined as possible. Perhaps an enlarged grouse 
image should be included somewhere as it is a masterful sketch for the art world. Perhaps a Figure 
could have the enlarged small Fairman text and an enlarged grouse included next to or within the 
overall image in the Figure presentation. 

Perhaps the JER can be of help on that. 

Now that my health is protected I will be more efficient. Erie. 

In a message dated 3/22/2010 9:27:43 A.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 


u&ai . 

I have received your suggested changes and have incorporated all but one of them into the 
attached draft. As always, your edits improve, clarify and strengthen the writing. Thank you for 
making them. 

The only change I did not make was the suggested insert of figure 1 on page 3 line 2. As you 
will remember, this is the Fairman Rogers sheet that does not include the grouse. I thought 
we had decided not to put it in (or perhaps one of the early reviewers suggested this). I'd be 
willing to put it back, if you think we should, but it is quite similar to the image that we now 
specify as Fig. 1 (which does have the grouse). What do you think? 

Once I get your approval of the attached draft, I will submit it to the Journal of the Early 
Republic, along with a CD with all of the illustrations. I'd like to do this week, as I will be going 
away for a week starting on Thursday and it would be good to have this in their hands before 
then. 

I'll look forward to hearing from you soonA 
Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone. (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 3/19/2010 1:26 PM >» 

Dear Bob: 

I was delighted to receive your draft and realize how much work you put into it. Your 
modifications I believe will more than satisfy the JER editor. It has great improvements. 

I have a few further suggestions which I hope will make it even a bit better. 

As to the Title: I have tried to convince you of an alternate and appropriate title and feel 
strongly about it. LOST AND FOUND should be eliminated as it is inaccurate as I pointed out. 
FOUND and DISCOVERY have a repetitive meaning. I plead with you that the strong and 
effective title should be: 

DISCOVERED ! 
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THE FIRST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD 
Under the title you might wish to put (Authorship to be inserted) 
p. 1 line three from bottom: Substitute "reliability" for "plausibility 

p.3 line 2 Insert (FIG. 1) at the end of the sentence. You should use it here and may or may 
not want to use it again as you now do. 

p. 3 line 4: after the word "designed" insert "for usefulness and decoration as well as" 

p. 3 lines 7 and 8 eliminate" his" pluralize "officials" eliminate "clients" so it reads "to bank 
officials" 

p. 7 line 3 substitute "an" for "the" 

ENDNOTES 

p.12 line 8 insert "at first" after "unsuccessful" 
p. 13 line 3 Why is AUTHOR'S capitalized? Put an instead of the 
p. 15 note 4 close up space above 
p. 15 note 5 open space between lines 

I hope you can agree to the above and will send me a revision. Thanks for tolerating my tidbits. 
Eric 
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Subj Re: Suggested Changes to Final Draft of Grouse 

Date: 3/22/2010 11:06:48 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: Deck@ansD.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric, for your quick reply to my message of this morning. 

Re the figures: I think it will be pretty clear that the first Fairman Rogers sheet as no grouse and 
therefore is not illustrated. Figure 1 will show the first sheet that includes the grouse. Figure 2 will be a 
close-up of the grouse. 

If all this now meets with your approval, I will proceed with the gathering of the illustrations, and the 
submission of the finished article. If you still have any concerns or additions, please let me know ASAP. 

Many thanks - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 3/22/2010 11:29 AM >>> 

Dear Bob: 

When I read your "final" draft I did not have on hand the Figure numbers you assigned to the images. If 
you mentioned the fact that the first Fairman sample sheet in his set of them has no grouse on it that 
should be enough and we need not illustrate it. Clear the matter up so that a reader knows that the 
early sample sheet Fairman prepared was prior to his meeting with Audubon and had no grouse on it. I 
would also be interested as to the size of the Figures to be used in the publication because the names 
on some of the Fairman sheets are very small (perhaps they could be presented enlarged in some way 
in an inset) as we want the grouse to be as easily examined as possible. Perhaps an enlarged grouse 
image should be included somewhere as it is a masterful sketch for the art world. Perhaps a Figure 
could have the enlarged small Fairman text and an enlarged grouse included next to or within the 
overall image in the Figure presentation. 

Perhaps the JER can be of help on that. 

Now that my health is protected I will be more efficient. Eric. 

In a message dated 3/22/2010 9:27:43 A.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 

Dear Eric, 

I have received your suggested changes and have incorporated all but one of them into the 
attached draft. As always, your edits improve, clarify and strengthen the writing. Thank you for 
making them. 

The only change I did not make was the suggested insert of figure 1 on page 3 line 2. As you 
will remember, this is the Fairman Rogers sheet that does not include the grouse. I thought we 
had decided not to put it in (or perhaps one of the early reviewers suggested this). I'd be willing 
to put it back, if you think we should, but it is quite similar to the image that we now specify as 
Fig. 1 (which does have the grouse). What do you think? 

Once I get your approval of the attached draft, I will submit it to the Journal of the Early 
Republic, along with a CD with all of the illustrations. I'd like to do this week, as I will be going 
away for a week starting on Thursday and it would be good to have this in their hands before 
then. 


Saturday, March 27, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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I'll look forward to hearing from you soon.\ 
Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 3/19/2010 1:26 PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

I was delighted to receive your draft and realize how much work you put into it. Your modifications I 
believe will more than satisfy the JER editor. It has great improvements. 

I have a few further suggestions which I hope will make it even a bit better. 

As to the Title: I have tried to convince you of an alternate and appropriate title and feel strongly about 
it. LOST AND FOUND should be eliminated as it is inaccurate as I pointed out. FOUND and 
DISCOVERY have a repetitive meaning. I plead with you that the strong and effective title should be 
DISCOVERED ! 

THE FIRST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD 
Under the title you might wish to put (Authorship to be inserted) 
p.1 line three from bottom: Substitute "reliability" for "plausibility ". 

P-3 line 2 Insert (FIG. 1) at the end of the sentence. You should use it here and may or may 
not want to use it again as you now do. 

p. 3 line 4: after the word "designed" insert "for usefulness and decoration as well as" 

p. 3 lines 7 and 8 eliminate" his" pluralize "officials" eliminate "clients" so it reads "to bank 
officials" 

p. 7 line 3 substitute "an" for "the" 

ENDNOTES 

p.12 line 8 insert "at first" after "unsuccessful" 

p.13 line 3 Why is AUTHOR’S capitalized? Put an instead of the 

p. 15 note 4 close up space above 

p. 15 note 5 open space between lines 


I hope you can agree to the above and will send me a revision. Thanks for tolerating my tidbits. Eric 


Saturday, March 27, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Audubon Grouse - urgent request 

Date: 4/5/2010 1:36:52 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: 

Dear Eric, 

It was good to talk with you this morning. I am so sorry to hear about your broken vertebra. How 
painful that must be! I hope you make a speedy recovery. 

In putting together the illustrations for our paper, I realize that I do not have a close up, high-resolution 
scan of the Audubon grouse from the Fairman Draper Underwood sample sheet. You did send me a 
close up of it from the Norwalk CT $3 bank note, but not the one from the early Fairman Draper 
Underwood sample sheet. Is this something your friend could do quickly and e-mail to me? I need a 
tiff file. 

Also, how would you like to have the images from your collection credited in the journal? 

I will hope to hear from you ASAP. 

Many thanks - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Wednesday, April 07, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Illustration Captions 

Date: 4/5/2010 3:07:01 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: Deck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I am attaching the final draft of our paper and the captions I have written to accompany our 
illustrations. Please check to be sure you agree with what I have said in the captions and that you are 
comfortable with the credits for the photos from items in your collection. 

I am so glad that between you and the Academy, we have everything we need and don't have to ask 
the New York Public Library for permission to reproduce their Fairman Draper & Underwood sample 
sheets. As enjoyable as it has been, I am also glad that this project is finally coming to a close! 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon grouse paper - URGENT 

Date: 4/14/2010 10:09:17 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

The Journal of the Early Republic is planning to run our article in the fall 2010 issue of their journal. 

This is very good news, but it means they are now under a tight deadline to get everything finished and 
into production. They have asked me to submit everything they need within the next few days. 

Attached is a revised abstract for our paper. Also is a list of key words. Would you be good enough to 
look these over and suggest any additions or changes? 

Also attached is the final list of captions for our illustrations. Can you check it to be sure you approve? 

I am especially interested in having an accurate credit line for the illustrations of items in your 
collection. Would you prefer using your name or the name of the Newman Numismatic Education 
Society? 

I hope to hear from you on all of this today. 

With thanks and continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Wednesday, April 14, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 4/16/2010 11:23:49 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: peck@ansD.org 

Dear Bob: 

I am so pleased with the acceptance and date of publication. 

The exact corporate name of our corporation for use with the plates we furnish is : Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 

When you put in the name of the authors you indicated that you wished to use your middle name and I 
am using only my middle initial. I presume that will be no problem. Eric 


Friday, April 16, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 4/16/2010 11:33:44 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansD.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric, for your reply. Would you be good enough to read over my revised Abstract and list of 
key words? (attached). 

Also, I presume you think the captions are OK as written? (I will change the credit lines) 

Many thanks - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 4/16/2010 12:23 PM >>> 

Dear Bob: 

I am so pleased with the acceptance and date of publication. 

The exact corporate name of our corporation for use with the plates we furnish is : Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 

When you put in the name of the authors you indicated that you wished to use your middle name and I 
am using only my middle initial. I presume that will be no problem. Eric 


Sunday, April 18, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 4/16/2010 11:33:44 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansD.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric, for your reply. Would you be good enough to read over my revised Abstract and list of 
key words? (attached). 

Also, I presume you think the captions are OK as written? (I will change the credit lines) 

Many thanks - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 4/16/2010 12:23 PM >>> 

Dear Bob: 

I am so pleased with the acceptance and date of publication. 

The exact corporate name of our corporation for use with the plates we furnish is : Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 

When you put in the name of the authors you indicated that you wished to use your middle name and I 
am using only my middle initial. I presume that will be no problem. Eric 


Friday, April 16, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 




Robert McCracken Peck (corresponding author) 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 

1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

peck@ansp.org 

(215) 299-1138 

Fax: (215) 299-1144 

Eric P. Newman 

Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
ERICNUMIS@aol.com 
(314) 727-0850 


TITLE: 

DISCOVERED! THE FIRST ENGRAVING OF AN AUDUBON BIRD 
ABSTRACT: 

In 1824 the eminent bird artist John James Audubon (1785-1851) created a drawing for use in 
the design of a New Jersey bank note. Although the artist mentions the drawing and the resulting 
paper currency in two separate diary entries, no one has ever been able to locate a bank note with 
an illustration that can be confidently attributed to Audubon. By tracing the graphic offerings of 
Audubon’s patron and client, the bank note engraver Gideon Fairman (1774-1827) and his 
successors, this paper identifies the lost Audubon image and offers two possible explanations for 
why the physical evidence of Audubon’s first published bird illustration has proven so illusive to 
Audubon scholars. 

KEY WORDS: 

John James Audubon 
Gideon Fairman 

Fairman, Draper, Underwood & Co. 

Bank Notes 

Banking 

Engraving 

Paper Currency 

Pinnated Grouse 

Greater Prairie Chicken 

Heath Hen 

Counterfeiting 

National Bank Act (1863) 

State Bank of New Jersey (Camden) 


State Bank of New Jersey (Trenton) 
Bridgeport Bank (Connecticut) 
Bank of Norwalk (Ohio) 

Princeton University Library 


Note: This paper was first submitted to Journal of the Early Republic June 19, 2009. It was 
resubmitted November 16, 2009; tentatively accepted for publication (with some suggested 
changes) March 8, 2010; and accepted for publication March 29, 2010. 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse 

Date: 4/19/2010 8:54:55 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you Eric for these good suggestions. I will incorporate them. 
I'll be back in touch soon. 

I hope you are feeling better and able to get some sleep. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 4/18/2010 3:13 PM >>> 

In the title, I think there should be an extra space between the word "Discovered" and the exclamation 
point. The space after the exclamation point should be the way it is. 

In the Abstract, I believe the last sentence should be clarified. The words "patron" and "client" are not 
sufficiently accurate and should be replaced with "advisor" and "potential customer". The word "patron" 
usually implies financial support or a longer period of encouragement. The word "client" also implies a 
longer period of relationship. The words I selected are, I believe, accurate even though only for a short 
period. 

If you can improve this wording, please review it with me. 


In a message dated 4/16/2010 11:33:44 A.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 

Thank you, Eric, for your reply. Would you be good enough to read over my revised Abstract 
and list of key words? (attached). 

Also, I presume you think the captions are OK as written? (I will change the credit lines) 
Many thanks - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
USA. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 4/16/2010 12:23 PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

I am so pleased with the acceptance and date of publication. 

The exact corporate name of our corporation for use with the plates we furnish is : Eric P. 
Newman Numismatic Education Society 

When you put in the name of the authors you indicated that you wished to use your middle 
name and I am using only my middle initial. I presume that will be no problem. Eric 


Monday, April 19, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Audubon Grouse article for Eric Newman's review 

Date: 4/30/2010 11:34:30 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: AndyRama@aol.com 

To: peck@ansp.org 

Never an imposition. Please feel free to use this technique during this period that my dad is working hard to 
recover to his prior level of energy and email-effectiveness. You are a person he greatly respects, and of 
course I'm glad to help the grouse project move along since I know how much my dad cares about it. 

By the way, my cell is 314 406-7192 in case you ever need it. 

Andy 

In a message dated 4/30/2010 11:29:24 A.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 

Dear Andy, 

Your father asked me to send to you the attached galley proof of our Audubon Grouse paper from 
the Journal of the Early Republic so that you can print it out for him to review. 

I had hoped the Journal would send us a hard copy of the galley, but they seem to be running on a 
tight schedule and so prefer to handle it all electronically. They have asked that we give them any 
corrections by Tuesday. 

I also sent a copy directly to your father, but he said he would feel more comfortable if you received 
a copy as well. 

With apologies for this imposition and with thanks for your help, I remain - 
Sincerely, Bob Peck 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Friday, April 30, 2010 AOL: AndyRama 
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Subj: Grouse article correction suggestions 

Date: 5/3/2010 2:03:53 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: Deck@ansp.org 

In reviewing the JER draft, I would like to suggest the following: 

[RRH] Capitalize letters or use a larger type size. 

Suggest for more emphasis - use two spaces in between DISCOVERED ! 

[Title] same as above 

Subtitle: Eliminate "The". It adds nothing and shortens subtitle. Suggest using same type size as title. 

p.2, line 5, use "hidden" in place of "erased". 

p.3, line 2, put "The" in italics in front of Birds of America 

p.3, line 6, substitute "has the imprint of" instead of "was issued by" 

p.4, lines 12 and 13, move (see Figure 1) after 1825 instead of after "menu" 

p.4, line 15, "indicate" instead of "suggest" 

p.6, line 19, "probable" instead of "possible" 

p.6, last line, "for a short period" instead of "in reasonable quantity" 

p.7, line 21, insert "Trenton" before "bills". 

p.8, line 1, Insert "Camden" after "genuine". 

p.8, line 5, replace "sample" with "proof 

p.8, line 17, replace "sheets from the 1830s)" by "sheet dated 1830)" 
p.9, line 22, eliminate "intentionally" 

I will be glad to discuss with you any of the foregoing. 

Let me have your changes promptly. Please send me a copy of the next draft from JER. 

Eric 


Wednesday, May 05, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Grouse article correction suggestions 

Date: 5/3/2010 2:03:53 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: peck@ansp.org 

In reviewing the JER draft, I would like to suggest the following: 

[RRH] Capitalize letters or use a larger type size. 

Suggest for more emphasis - use two spaces in between DISCOVERED ! 

[Title] same as above 

Subtitle: Eliminate "The". It adds nothing and shortens subtitle. Suggest using same type size as title. 

p.2, line 5, use "hidden" in place of "erased". 

p.3, line 2, put "The" in italics in front of Birds of America 

p.3, line 6, substitute "has the imprint of" instead of "was issued by" 

p.4, lines 12 and 13, move (see Figure 1) after 1825 instead of after "menu" 

p.4, line 15, "indicate" instead of "suggest" 

p.6, line 19, "probable" instead of "possible" 

p.6, last line, "for a short period" instead of "in reasonable quantity" 

p.7, line 21, insert "Trenton" before "bills". 

p.8, line 1, Insert "Camden" after "genuine". 

p.8, line 5, replace "sample" with "proof 

p.8, line 17, replace "sheets from the 1830s)" by "sheet dated 1830)" 
p.9, line 22, eliminate "intentionally" 

I will be glad to discuss with you any of the foregoing. 

Let me have your changes promptly. Please send me a copy of the next draft from JER. 

Eric 


Monday, May 03, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Audubon Grouse Press Release 

Date: 5/24/2010 9:45:12 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I have taken a shot at writing a first draft of a press release about our forthcoming paper on Audubon's 
illusive grouse. I would like your review and comments before I turn it over to our PR department - and 
the PR department at the JER - for further work. 

The idea is to create a press release that will give just enough information to catch the attention of the 
New York Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, Audubon Magazine, Smithsonian Magazine, The St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch, etc., etc.. Their reporters would, in turn, call us for interviews and more details. 

We would send the press release to our contacts at these respective publications some time this 
summer (or as soon as possible) in order to give them time to get the story ready to run at the same 
time as the Journal of the Early Republics released (probably in September). 

What do you think? I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Monday, May 24, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 CeciCflvenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 27, 2010 


Mr. Robert McCracken Peck 
Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Dear Robert: 

My secretary located your letter dated November 9, 2001 which seems to be a follow up of our 
visit to Philadelphia. There is no reference in it to the Audubon matter, and I assume that that 
must have come up during a conversation. I am attaching a letter from me to you dated October 
22 , 2001 . 

In any event I have revised the copy of the press release which you sent to be delivered to The 
Journal of the American Republic. I have made a group of changes and hope they are helpful 
and satisfactory to you. Please feel free to discuss with me any of the changes which do not 
appeal to you. 

Thank you for doing extensive work on this release. My best to you. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman, President 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


attachment 
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Subj: Your Fax 

Date: 5/28/2010 9:06:19 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: Deck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Eric. 

I was away from the office yesterday, but no fax arrived in my absence. Did you use 215 299-1144? 
I'll call you later this morning. - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Friday, May 28, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Fwd: Page proofs of your upcoming JER article 

Date: 6/1/2010 10:59:40 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Attached is a pdf of our Journal of the Early Republic article in its final layout. I have sent you the cover 
note as well because it tell how to order offprints of the article. 

I'll give you a call shortly to go over this with you. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> The Journal of the Early Republic <jer@shear.org> 5/24/2010 1:23 PM >>> 

Dear Bob, 

Attached you will find PDF page proofs for your article scheduled to appear in the Fall 2010 
issue of the Journal of the Early Republic. Please review these proofs carefully and return any 
changes to me via e-mail (preferred) to ier@shear.org or fax to 215-546-0755 by Junel4. If 
there are no changes, please let me know by e-mail. 

We appreciate your assistance in reviewing your work for any errors in spelling, formatting, or 
grammar. However, please do not make any editorial revisions as these are costly and create 
production delays. We reserve the right to determine whether or not to accept all suggested 
changes. 

Should you wish to order any reprints of the article, please see www.shcridan.com/penn- 
press/eoc . 

Thank you for your contribution to JER. Please don't hesitate to contact me with any questions 
or comments. 

Kate Tyler Wall 

Managing Editor, Journal of the Early Republic 

The Library Company of Philadelphia 

1314 Locust Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19107-5698 

215-546-0754 

215-546-0755 (fax) 

ier@shear.ora 


Tuesday, June 01, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Offprints ordered 

Date: 6/1/2010 12:47:44 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I have today ordered and paid for 100 offprints of our Audubon paper. The cost came to $127 (which 
was not much more than ordering 25 copies) I will keep 50 and send you 50 when they arrive. You 
need do nothing about this at this time. 

I can't wait to have them in hand (which probably won't be until September). 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Wednesday, June 02, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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We are unable to find our copy of your letter in 2001 mentioning the grouse matter. We have your letter of 
November 9, 2001, and we have our letter of October 22, 2001. 

Would you be nice enough to send us a copy. 


Eric P Newman 


Thursday, June 03, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: (no subject) 

Date: 6/3/2010 3:41:32 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansD.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

I will look for our correspondence regarding the Audubon bank note. 

In re-reading our footnotes, I was reminded that my own research on this subject goes back at least 12 
years (several years before you and I met). 

It has been a wonderful collaboration. I look forward to finally seeing our work in print! 

With warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 6/3/2010 3:48 PM >>> 

We are unable to find our copy of your letter in 2001 mentioning the grouse matter. We have your letter 
of November 9, 2001, and we have our letter of October 22, 2001. 

Would you be nice enough to send us a copy. 


Eric P. Newman 


Friday, June 04, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 6/7/2010 3:36:22 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: peck@acnatsci.org 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 CeciCAvenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

June 7,2010 


Mr. Robert Peck 
Academy of Natural Sciences 

Dear Bob: 

It might be appropriate and helpful for you to write JER a memo in due course somewhat as 
follows: 


We have cooperated with you to develop your press release for our article 
on Audubon in your JER fall 2010. When you determine to release 
it, we would like to be informed of the date in advance and also some of the 
primary organizations to which you are sending it. 

We would also like your guidance in our responding to any of those receiving 
the release who contact us. Should we furnish any images? Should we 
furnish part of the text? Would you like the inquires sent directly to you or 
referred to you. Will there be any reviewers selected by you? Will there be 
any exclusivity for anyone who wishes to feature the article with a story? 

We thank you for arranging for the offprints, none of which we plan to sell. 

We will refer to you any requests for the complete copies of your journal, etc. 

Will you permit author Newman to offer to the numismatic press produced and 
modified revisions of some of the article? The numismatic segment of the 
public may not otherwise be reached while the ornithological group will 
certainly be reached. Credit to you will, of course, be made in any revisions 
Newman will write. 

We want to fit into your procedures and would appreciate any guidance you may 
give us. 

It is a pleasure to work with you. 


Eric P. Newman, President 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


Tuesday, June 08, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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public may not otherwise be reached while the ornithological group will 
certainly be reached. Credit to you will, of course, be made in any revisions 
Newman will write 

We want to fit into your procedures and would appreciate any guidance you may 
give us. 

It is a pleasure to work with you. 


* * 


* * 


Eric P. Newman, President 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


Tuesday, June 08, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Grouse Press Release 

Date: 6/7/2010 4:01:18 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Thank you, Eric. I will address these issues with the folks at the JER before the release goes out. 
I'll get back in touch as soon as I have some news to report. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 6/7/2010 4:36 PM >>> 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 CeciCAvenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

June 7, 2010 


Mr. Robert Peck 
Academy of Natural Sciences 

Dear Bob: 

It might be appropriate and helpful for you to write JER a memo in due course somewhat as 
follows: 


* * * * 

We have cooperated with you to develop your press release for our article 
on Audubon in your JER fall 2010. When you determine to release 
it, we would like to be informed of the date in advance and also some of the 
primary organizations to which you are sending it. 

We would also like your guidance in our responding to any of those receiving 
the release who contact us. Should we furnish any images? Should we 
furnish part of the text? Would you like the inquires sent directly to you or 
referred to you. Will there be any reviewers selected by you? Will there be 
any exclusivity for anyone who wishes to feature the article with a story? 

We thank you for arranging for the offprints, none of which we plan to sell. 

We will refer to you any requests for the complete copies of your journal, etc. 

Will you permit author Newman to offer to the numismatic press produced and 
modified revisions of some of the article? The numismatic segment of the 


Tuesday, June 08, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Correction of June 7, 2010 email 

Date: 6/8/2010 11:53:10 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Eric - 

Thanks for your corrections.. I'll insert them. - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 6/8/2010 12:38 PM >>> 

In line 2 of the above proposed letter after the word "Audubon" please insert "to be" 
In line 1 of the 4th paragraph please correct the word "produced" to "reduced" 

Eric 


OU3 

..paonpaj,, o\ ..paonpojd,, pjo/w aqj panoo asea|d qdej6ejed qjfr am jo i, auj| u| 

„aq o}„ }jasuj asea|d ..uoqnpnv,, pJOM aqj jaye jayai pasodojd aAoqe aqu° Z 8U !I u l 

:oi 

Luoo'ioeigjsjiunNOug :luojj 

aiuii iqBjiAea lejjuao |AI V 0 * 86:14 0103 / 8/9 

UBiua 0103 ‘Z aunr jo uogoajJOQ fqns 
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Subj: Re: Correction of June 7, 2010 email 

Date: 6/8/2010 11:53:10 A M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Eric - 

Thanks for your corrections.. I'll insert them. - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> <EricNumis@aol.com> 6/8/2010 12:38 PM >>> 

In line 2 of the above proposed letter after the word "Audubon" please insert "to be" 
In line 1 of the 4th paragraph please correct the word "produced" to "reduced" 

Eric 
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Subj: JER & Audubon 

Date: 6/17/2010 11:58:49 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: Deck@ansD.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Eric. 

I am about to go away for a ten day vacation in Wyoming and so will be out of touch until June 28. I 
just wanted to report on where things stand with our Audubon paper and press release. 

I sent all of the corrections you and I discussed to the editor a few weeks ago. These have been made 
and the paper is "in press." Barring any hitches with the printing, the journal should be out by August 
31 and we should receive hard copies (and our offprints) shortly thereafter. 

With regard to the press release, I have been in touch with the editor of Audubon magazine. He would 
like to run a news story about our discovery in their September or October issue. I talked to the editor 
of Natural History, who was interested, but said that that magazine was having financial difficulties and 
its future was uncertain. If they are still publishing this fall, they will also run a story on our discovery. 

When I return from my trip I will speak to our PR office (and with JER) to see where else we might 
place stories. As soon as we get the green light from the JER, I would like to release this to AP, UPI, 
Rueters, and (with your daughter's help) the New York Times. This will probably not be possible until 
August 31. 

In the meantime, I wish you a good trip to Martha's Vineyard. Lets keep in touch. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Thursday, June 17, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 




Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Re: JER & Audubon 

Date: 6/20/2010 1:49:12 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: Lindaschap@aol.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Dad, we will talk to linda larkin about Deborah, her friend the nytimes bookllist editor..when you give 
the go-ahead. I have given her a head’s up on this conversation. Happy Fathers Day to you and this 
new publication about the grouse and Audubon..love,Lulu 

In a message dated 6/17/2010 2:57:04 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, EricNumis@aol.com writes: 


From: peck@ansp.org 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent: 6/17/2010 11:58:49 A M. Central Daylight Time 
Subj: JER & Audubon 

Hi Eric. 

I am about to go away for a ten day vacation in Wyoming and so will be out of touch 
until June 28. I just wanted to report on where things stand with our Audubon paper 
and press release. 

I sent all of the corrections you and I discussed to the editor a few weeks ago. 

These have been made and the paper is "in press." Barring any hitches with the 
printing, the journal should be out by August 31 and we should receive hard copies 
(and our offprints) shortly thereafter. 

With regard to the press release, I have been in touch with the editor of Audubon 
magazine. He would like to run a news story about our discovery in their September 
or October issue. I talked to the editor of Natural History, who was interested, but 
said that magazine was having financial difficulties and its future was uncertain. If 
they are still publishing this fall, they will also run a story on our discovery. 

When I return from my trip I will speak to our PR office (and with JER) to see where 
else we might place stories. As soon as we get the green light from the JER, I would 
like to release this to AP, UPI, Rueters, and (with your daughter's help) the New York 
Times. This will probably not be possible until August 31. 

In the meantime, I wish you a good trip to Martha's Vineyard. Lets keep in touch. 
Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon Grouse Article 

Date: 7/28/2010 5:33:56 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I am writing to bring you up to date on our Audubon paper and to send you a 
pdf of it in its final (almost published) form. 

As of a few moments ago, I have secured permission from the Penn Press to release the paper to members of 
the media who are interested. 

We expect to issue the official press release about our discovery tomorrow, so I wanted to be sure you had this 
on your computer to send out if anyone asks for it. 

I'll keep you posted on further Audubon grouse related activities and to anything I hear about the media's 
response. 

Until then, with all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Audubon discovery! 

Date: 7/30/2010 11:43:20 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

There is a copy of the Peck & Newman Journal of the Early Republic article on Audubon’s first published work 
at: 

http://www.ansp.org/about/publications/Peck_Newman_2010_JER-30-3.pdf 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 
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Subj: Fwd: Additional impressions of Audubon's first engraving? 

Date: 8/3/2010 10:41:53 A M. Eastern Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Dear Eric, 

I thought you would be interested in the conversations that are going on in the numismatic world about our 
find. This message gives a site you can access and read what they're saying. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>>> bernhard wilde <bhw22@earthlink.net> 8/2/2010 11:59 PM >>> 

Mr. Peck, 

I noticed the press releases regarding your upcoming article with Eric Newman on Audubon's first bird 
engraving. 

This topic is presently being discussed on a currency forum at http://forums.collectors.com/messageview.cfm? 
catid=23&threadid=783255 

Given the information in the press releases, your article seems to indicate that there are three known surviving 
impressions of Audubon's "running grouse" on currency. My conclusion is that there are probably at least 6 
surviving impressions: 

1. The Ohio proof 

2. The Connecticut proof 

3. The sample sheet 

4. and 5. Two progressive proofs of the Connecticut note 
6. Probably an issued version of the Connecticut note 

Maybe you already know about the last 3 impressions? 

Take a look at the link above and please pass it on to Eric. 

If this of interest to you and you want more details, please respond to this email or give me a call at the 
number below. 


bernhard wilde 


bhw22@earthlink.net 

505-662-2015 


i A 

3o <f (y> i ^ 



Tuesday, August 03, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 



Journal of the Early Republic - Credit Card Receipt 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Fwd: Journal of the Early Republic - Credit Card Receipt 

Date: 9/15/2010 9:11:42 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Eric. 

I have finally received confirmation from the Journal of the Early Republic that our 100 offprints are on 
their way. I should be able to forward the 50 I ordered for you within a week or so (as soon as they 
arrive). As you can see from the attached message, the total cost came to $127. Can you send me a 
check for half of that amount? (The check should be made payable to me, as I have paid for it 
personally). Many thanks. 

Best wishes - Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 

>» "author bill" <authorbill.tsp@sheridan.com> 9/14/2010 12:44 PM >>> 

\ 

Sheridan Reprints 
450 Fame Avenue 
Hanover, PA 17331 
(717) 632-3535 


This is an automated email notification. Please do not reply directly to this message. 


Thank you for your order. This is your credit card receipt. Should you have any questions regarding this 
order, please email ghallman@tsp.sheridan.com and reference article number 171864. 

Journal of the Early Republic, 30/3 

Article Title: Discovered! The First Engraving of an Audubon 

Author: Peck 

Card Data: *******4832 

Amount: $127.00 

If you have placed an order for reprints, estimated Ship Date: 8/5/10 
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Subj: Grouse publication 

Date: 10/1/2010 2:24:25 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: peck@ansp.ora 

Dear Bob: 

I received 25 offprints of the grouse article in good shape and thank you. You should have the balance 
of 25 of them for me and I will pay you when they arrive. I also expected 3 copies of the full 
publication as you also do. I presume you are following up on that. My list of offprint recipients to be is 
over 25 already and that is why I need them promptly. Perhaps they have the mechanism 
to make some more at the same price. They told us it was the leading article in the issue and used it for 
early publicity. 

Antiques Magazine put our grouse article on their last page of the recent issue as my wife is a 
subscriber. They agreed to send me two or three copies and I presume MS. Gustafson promised the 
same for you. I have received none from them and wonder if you have. They need only to send me the 
appropriate page and not the full magazine. Will you contact them if you have not received any 
copies? 

I am delayed in preparing my revision for The Numismatist because the discoverer of the new proof 
note has not furnished me with data he promised and a decent image. He is reliable but overworked in 
his business which he works in every other day. 

I was invited to speak at the Princeton University exhibit but they already have my friend Tomasko as a 
speaker and he will do well for them. I have not received from Princeton the brochure or brochured 
covering our work and the work of others on paper money.. . 

Have you another project for me or should I find one for you? My best Eric 


Friday, October 01, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 10/24/2010 5:17:51 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: Peck@ansp.ora 

Dear Bob: 

I have such an enormous mound of publicity and detail on our grouse article that I began to sort it. 
One of the items I found was a picture of you in the Explorers Club Magazine and I probably should 
have known you were a member but did not. I do not know if I ever told you that I have also been a 
member for around 30 years. 

Due to these circumstances the grouse article might be an item for the Magazine because it was 
written by two Explorers Club members, neither of whom knew the other was a member. It was on a 
subject any member might write about and the type which the Club encourages. I think the situation is 
rather funny and the Magazine may think sp too. Inform them if you wish. Eric . 


Sunday, October 24, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: (no subject) 

Date: 10/25/2010 11:55:06 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: peck@ansp.org 

Dear Bob: 

The 50 off prints have been received and your check is on the way. Thanks. Our original copy of the 
Explorers Club publication will be enclosed as my wife found it and I never did more than look at your 
whiskers and paid no attention to the source. You did not comment on sending a copy of the off print to 
the Explorers Club 

I had reports of the Princeton Banquet and Exposition and I am glad it was excellent. I learned that you 
spoke well. I received three copies of the elaborate "in the pink" Princeton brochure. 

Some members of the New York Numismatic Club came to the event and one of them wrote me. They 
are wonderful numismatic friends. 

The New York Times so far as I know has never mentioned our work. Apparently they have to be first 
or it is not news. Perhaps they may comment later. 

I am on some new research . My best Eric 


In a message dated 10/25/2010 8:27:19 A.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 

Thank you, Eric, for your note. I don't believe I've seen the picture of me in the Explorers Club 
magazine. Glad to learn we're both members! 

I hope you have now received all 50 offprints. More on their way soon, I hope. 


The Princeton lecture and exhibit tour was a great affair, and your name was on everyone's 
lips. You have so many friends and admirers in the numismatic world! The Princeton catalog 
is quite beautiful. Have you received your copies? 

With warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
US.A. 

Phone: (215)299-1138 

»> <EricNumis@aol.com> 10/24/2010 6:17 PM »> 

Dear Bob: 

I have such an enormous mound of publicity and detail on our grouse article that I began to 
sort it. 

One of the items I found was a picture of you in the Explorers Club Magazine and I probably 
should have known you were a member but did not. I do not know if I ever told you that I have 
also been a member for around 30 years. 

Due to these circumstances the grouse article might be an item for the Magazine because it 
was written by two Explorers Club members, neither of whom knew the other was a member. 
It was on a subject any member might write about and the type which the Club encourages. I 
think the situation is rather funny and the Magazine may think sp too. Inform them if you 
wish. Eric. 
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Subj: offprints of Journal of Early Republic 

Date: 10/26/2010 2:53:40 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

As I was about to order additional offprints of our article, it occurred to me that it would probably be 
more efficient to have you order them directly. That way you can get as many as you would like and 
they can be mailed directly to you and not have to go through me. 

The way to order more is to contact this web site: 

Just click on the address above and you will see their menu. 

Our paper is in Vol. 30 (fall 2010) pp. 443-461. 

Good luck. 

With continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Senior Fellow of the Academy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (215) 299-1138 


Tuesday, October 26, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 




About the image 

The white pine, Pinus strobus , is the classic pine tree of the United States. 
Fast-growing and long-lived, it has been prized for millennia as a medicine tree 
that holds the power to heal a wide range of ailments, both physical and spiritual. 

About the artist 

MF Cardamone is a Philadelphia artist whose mixed media works on paper playfully 
modernize the traditions of specimen mounting and botanical illustration. Her 
most recent works draw inspiration from specimens held in the Academy Herbarium 
and will be featured in the exhibit Flora Fantastical the Whimsical Botanical Art 
of MF Cardamone, which runs from January 15 through April 17, 2011 in the Art 
of Science Gallery. 


Image: © MF Cardamone 2010 
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Subj: 

Date. 

From: 

To: 


(no subject) 

1/26/2011 12:25:45 P.M. Central Standard Time 

EricNumis@aol.com 

peck@ansp.org 


Dear Bob: 


I have been underwater this year due to quantities of requests and have not had the opportunity to 
contact you. 

One of the new books I acquired was A SUMMER OF BIRDS (John James Audubon at Oakley House) 
written by Danny Heitman, 2008. I have a copy to send to your library if you do not already have it. It 
is well written and has extensive colored illustrations. 

My best to you, 


Eric 


Wednesday, January 26, 2011 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Journal of Early America 

Date: 3/22/2011 12:55:29 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: peck@ansp.org 

Dear Bob: 

I have never received a full published copy of the Spring 2011 JEA. Did you get one? Was your 
request by Email? I think they should be reminded again and thank them again for their kind 
remarks about our published article. Eric 



Tuesday, March 22. 2011 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: Another Audubon bank note 

Date: 9/12/2011 12:35:56 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: 

To: 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message and wonderful story about having been among the first 
Americans to visit the paleontological museum in Mongolia. 

Earlier today I forwarded the article on the Canadian bank note. If you did not receive it, 
please let me know. 

With warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 
Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 

Sent: Monday, September 12, 2011 1:20 PM 
To: Robert Peck 

Subject: Re: Another Audubon bank note 
Dear Bob: 

We had a wonderful summer and the beach and 30 foot cliff on our ocean frontage (which is 800 feet 
away was washed away into the ocean by the hurricane to the extent of only about 5 feet. 

Your trip to Mongolia must have been great and the museum with the giant skeleton overwhelming . 

We were there in 1955 (then Outer Mongolia when the Chinese still controlled the area) on the second 
foreign visitors' permission to visit. On the first foreign visit the week before a Yale student stole a fossil 
dinosaur egg and I had to help recover it before our group was permitted to proceed. We spent a few 
days in the Gobi and learned how they used a falcon. It took us a half century to learn from them how 
to grow things on a roof. 

Thank you for calling my attention to your receiving a message from someone who called your attention 
to the existence of an image of the grouse on a piece of Canadian paper money. I learned of this 
matter very early this year from another source and surprisingly was told that its image was published 
in a Canadian paper money catalog published in 1988 but without any mention of the identity of the 
bird or anything related to Audubon. I recently wrote the Bank of Canada which owns the proof 
note that I planned to write up the matter and its museum said that it charged $50 for an image of it. I 
sent the museum a copy of our article which they apparently read and indicated they enjoyed it. I intend 
to send the fee to them and expect to publish that and other related matters in an American numismatic 
publication. 

I would like to receive from you a copy of whatever was recently sent you on the matter. Eric 

In a message dated 9/12/2011 9:47:04 A.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 

Dear Eric, 

I hope you had a good summer and that the hurricane was not too destructive or 
disruptive for you in New England. I had a fascinating two months in Mongolia. 

Now I am home and busy working on several new writing projects, as well as 


Tuesdav. September 13, 2011 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Audubon grouse in Canada 

Date: 9/12/2011 11:11:25 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: 

To: 

Dear Eric, 

It was wonderful to talk with you today. Thank you for calling. 
Allow me to wish you a very happy (if belated) 100 th birthday! 

Attached is the article by Bernhard Wilde on the Audubon grouse. 
Please keep me posted on your future writings. 

Best wishes, 

As ever, Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: 
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Subj: Another Audubon bank note 

Date: 9/12/2011 9:47:04 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: 

To: 

Dear Eric, 

I hope you had a good summer and that the hurricane was not too destructive or disruptive for 
you in New England. I had a fascinating two months in Mongolia. 

Now I am home and busy working on several new writing projects, as well as completing a 200 
year history of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 

A few weeks ago I received a message from Bernhard Wilde who has discovered another 
impression of our Audubon “running grouse” - this one on a Canadian bank note. Did he send 
you a copy of his article about it? If not, I will forward it to you. 

Please drop me an e-mail note when you have a chance. I would love to hear from you at your 
convenience. Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: 
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completing a 200 year history of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 

A few weeks ago I received a message from Bernhard Wilde who has discovered another 
impression of our Audubon “running grouse” - this one on a Canadian bank note. Did he 
send you a copy of his article about it? If not, I will forward it to you. 

Please drop me an e-mail note when you have a chance. I would love to hear from you at your 
convenience. Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: 
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Subj: Re: Another Audubon bank note 

Date: 9/12/2011 12:19:52 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: 

To: 

Dear Bob: 

We had a wonderful summer and the beach and 30 foot cliff on our ocean frontage (which is 800 feet 
away was washed away into the ocean by the hurricane to the extent of only about 5 feet. 

Your trip to Mongolia must have been great and the museum with the giant skeleton overwhelming . 

We were there in 1955 (then Outer Mongolia when the Chinese still controlled the area) on the second 
foreign visitors' permission to visit. On the first foreign visit the week before a Yale student stole a fossil 
dinosaur egg and I had to help recover it before our group was permitted to proceed. We spent a few 
days in the Gobi and learned how they used a falcon. It took us a half century to learn from them how 
to grow things on a roof. 

Thank you for calling my attention to your receiving a message from someone who called your attention 
to the existence of an image of the grouse on a piece of Canadian paper money. I learned of this 
matter very early this year from another source and surprisingly was told that its image was published 
in a Canadian paper money catalog published in 1988 but without any mention of the identity of the 
bird or anything related to Audubon. I recently wrote the Bank of Canada which owns the proof 
note that I planned to write up the matter and its museum said that it charged $50 for an image of it. I 
sent the museum a copy of our article which they apparently read and indicated they enjoyed it. I intend 
to send the fee to them and expect to publish that and other related matters in an American numismatic 
publication. 

I would like to receive from you a copy of whatever was recently sent you on the matter. Eric 
In a message dated 9/12/2011 9:47:04 A.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 

Dear Eric, 

I hope you had a good summer and that the hurricane was not too destructive or 
disruptive for you in New England. I had a fascinating two months in Mongolia. 


Now I am home and busy working on several new writing projects, as well as 
completing a 200 year history of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 


A few weeks ago I received a message from Bernhard Wilde who has discovered 
another impression of our Audubon “running grouse” - this one on a Canadian bank 
note. Did he send you a copy of his article about it? If not, I will forward it to you. 


Please drop me an e-mail note when you have a chance. I would love to hear from you 
at your convenience. Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever 
Bob 


Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 


Mondav. September 12. 2011 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: Reproduction rights 

Date: 1/12/2012 8:23:02 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.org 

To: ioelo@audubonart.com 

CC: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Joel. 

Thanks for your message and congratulations on your book. I am delighted that you will be 
telling the Grouse banknote story. Did I ever send you the full paper? In case not, or in case you 
need the reference for a footnote citation, you can see it at the following link: 

http://www.ansp.org/about/publications/Peck Newman 2010 JER-30-3.pdf 

http://www.ansp.orq/about/publications/Peck Newman 2010 JER-30-3.pdf 

To obtain the image or permission to use the image, you should contact my co-author, Eric P. 
Newman. His e-mail address is: EricNumis'fr aol.com 

I will look forward to reading your book! 

With all best wishes for the new year, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: peck@ansp.ora 

From: Joel Oppenheimer [mailto:joelo@audubonart.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2012 5:40 PM 

To: Robert Peck 

Subject: Reproduction rights 


Sorry, the email was sent before I finished it. I would like to reproduce the image of the grouse from the banknote 
that you were instrumental in discovering. How should I go about obtaining those rights? 

Best Regards, 

Joel 

Joel Oppenheimer, President 
Joel Oppenheimer, Inc 
Oppenheimer Editions, LLC 
Wrigley Building 
410 North Michigan Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60611 

312-642-5300 

www.audubonart.com 


Thursday. Januarv 12. 2012 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Audubon Grouse bank note 

Date: 1/12/2012 8:32:09 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

I hope you received the outdated check for the Audubon offprints. My apologies for not having 
cashed it. I promise to be more punctual with its replacement! 

In case you haven’t heard from him already, I wanted to warn you that you will soon be 
receiving a request from Joel Oppenheimer, the print dealer in Chicago who is responsible for 
publishing those Audubon facsimiles that you see advertised in the New York Times. He is 
writing a book about Audubon and would like to talk about our bank note discovery. 
Specifically, he is seeking permission to reproduce the image of the grouse that we used in our 
paper. I took the liberty of giving him your e-mail address and told him he should contact you. 

It is nice to know that our discovery continues to get attention and will, I am sure, for a very 
long time to come! 

With warm best wishes for the new year, I remain - 
As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: peck@ansp.ora 


Thursday, January 12, 2012 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: Audubon Grouse bank note 

Date: 1/12/2012 7:06:27 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: peck@ansp.orq 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your message and your thoughtfulness in consulting me on this matter. I agree that 
Openheimer is a for-profit operation. For that reason I think they should be asked to make a contribution to 
your foundation for the use of the image. You are the only person they can get this from, so a $50 
reproduction fee would not be out of the ordinary. They should also send you (or if you dont want it, the 
Academy) a copy of his book. I don't worry about our future use of the image and, to be honest, his 
republishing it can only be helpful, as long as he is crediting us with the discovery and your foundation as 
the owner of the bank note. To drive him away with too stiff a fee would be unfortunate. 

On another matter, I thank you for reissuing your check for the offprints. I will try to deposit it in the bank 
tomorrow! 

With all best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [EricNumis@aol.com] 

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2012 6:20 PM 
To: Robert Peck 

Subject: Re: Audubon Grouse bank note 
Dear Bob: 

I received your message indicating the request from Oppenheimer for some rights or 
consents respecting some of our Audubon material. .This raises a number of issues 
for me and I do not wish to do anything without knowing your thoughts. 

Oppenheimer is a for profit operation. Ordinarily when my foundation does something 
for a for profit operation we ask for a copy of what they produce and often a modest 
stipend for our services. Our foundation sometimes is even offered a stipend If this 
request relates to an old publication of Audubon I do not know what our rights are as 
to our future use of that material as either of us may write further on the subject as 
some new things keep turning up. Neither of us wants to restrict our rights. Does your 
organizations have a set of Oppenheimer reproductions or want any?. 

Remember that New York Times gave us no publicity to us after we sent them a 
notice which indicated that the Philadelphia Inquirer had just broken the story. 

I do not wish to turn down Oppenheimer but look forward to learning from you or 
your organization . Eric 

In a message dated 1/12/2012 8:32:09 A M. Central Standard Time, peck@ansp.org 
writes: 

Dear Eric, 

I hope you received the outdated check for the Audubon offprints. My apologies for 
not having cashed it. I promise to be more punctual with its replacement! 

In case you havent heard from him already, I wanted to warn you that you will soon be 
receiving a request from Joel Oppenheimer, the print dealer in Chicago who is 
responsible for publishing those Audubon facsimiles that you see advertised in the 
New York Times. He is writing a book about Audubon and would like to talk about 
our bank note discovery. Specifically, he is seeking permission to reproduce the image 
of the grouse that we used in our paper. I took the liberty of giving him your e-mail 
address and told him he should contact you. 


Fridav. Januarv 13. 2012 AOL: EricNumis 
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It is nice to know that our discovery continues to get attention and will, I am sure, for 
a very long time to come! 

With warm best wishes for the new year, I remain 
As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: peck@ansp.ora 


Friday, January 13, 2012 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Reproduction rights 

Date: 1/12/2012 10:59:50 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: ioelo@audubonart.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: peck@ansD.org . loppen@comcast.net 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

I am contacting you at the suggestion of Dr. Robert Peck. I am working on a book about the Audubon Bien Edition 
re-issued by J.W. Audubon in 1860. We would like to mention your discovery of the grouse engraving in the book 
and illustrate it. Would it be possible to obtain a high-res digital image of the engraving and your permission to 
reproduce it? If so, please inform me as to what information you need for that purpose. I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Sincerely, 


Joel Oppenheimer, President 
Joel Oppenheimer, Inc 
Oppenheimer Editions, LLC 
Wrigley Building 
410 North Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60611 
312-642-5300 
www.audubonart.com 


Saturday, January 14, 2012 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: New Year Greetings from Bob Peck 

Date: 12/28/2011 12:12:21 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

Dear Eric, 

I hope your Christmas was a good one and that you were able to spend it with your family and 
friends. 

In going through my office for its annual year-end clean up, I found a check that you sent me 
last October (October 2010!) for $63.50 for the offprints of our Audubon banknote article. For 
some reason, I never cashed this and have only rediscovered it now! Since I am sure the bank 
will not honor it after more than a year, I wonder if I can impose on you to send me another 
check for the same amount. I would be most grateful. 

I want to wish you and your wife a very happy, healthy, and fulfilling new year. What new 
projects are you working on? 

I remain - As ever. Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 

Sent: Monday, September 12, 2011 1:20 PM 
To: Robert Peck 

Subject: Re: Another Audubon bank note 
Dear Bob: 

We had a wonderful summer and the beach and 30 foot cliff on our ocean frontage (which is 800 feet 
away was washed away into the ocean by the hurricane to the extent of only about 5 feet. 

Your trip to Mongolia must have been great and the museum with the giant skeleton overwhelming 
We were there in 1955 (then Outer Mongolia when the Chinese still controlled the area) on the second 
foreign visitors' permission to visit. On the first foreign visit the week before a Yale student stole a fossil 
dinosaur egg and I had to help recover it before our group was permitted to proceed. We spent a few 
days in the Gobi and learned how they used a falcon. It took us a half century to learn from them how 
to grow things on a roof. 

Thank you for calling my attention to your receiving a message from someone who called your attention 
to the existence of an image of the grouse on a piece of Canadian paper money. I learned of this 
matter very early this year from another source and surprisingly was told that its image was published 
in a Canadian paper money catalog published in 1988 but without any mention of the identity of the 
bird or anything related to Audubon. I recently wrote the Bank of Canada which owns the proof 
note that I planned to write up the matter and its museum said that it charged $50 for an image of it. I 
sent the museum a copy of our article which they apparently read and indicated they enjoyed it. I intend 
to send the fee to them and expect to publish that and other related matters in an American numismatic 
publication. 

I would like to receive from you a copy of whatever was recently sent you on the matter. Eric 


Wednesday. December 28, 2011 AOL: EricNumis 
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In a message dated 9/12/2011 9:47:04 A.M. Central Daylight Time, peck@ansp.org writes: 

Dear Eric, 

I hope you had a good summer and that the hurricane was not too destructive or disruptive for 
you in New England. I had a fascinating two months in Mongolia. 

Now I am home and busy working on several new writing projects, as well as completing a 
200 year history of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 

A few weeks ago I received a message from Bernhard Wilde who has discovered another 
impression of our Audubon “running grouse” — this one on a Canadian bank note. Did he 
send you a copy of his article about it? If not, I will forward it to you. 

Please drop me an e-mail note when you have a chance. I would love to hear from you at 
your convenience. Until then, with continuing best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 

Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: 


Wednesday, December 28, 2011 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Polar bear bank note 

Date: 5/24/2012 11:07:50 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time 

From: peck@ansD.ora 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 

Our mutual friend Mark Tomasko has just located an example of the polar bear bank note and is 
arranging to have it scanned, so this will relieve you and your son of going to the trouble of looking for 
yours. Thank you so much for your generous offer to do so. I hope my message has reached you in 
time. 

With warm best wishes, I remain - As ever, Bob 
Robert M. Peck 

Curator of Art and Artifacts and 
Senior Fellow of the Academy 

Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 

Phone: (215)299-1138 
Fax: (215)299-1144 

e-mail: >ans 


Monday, June 11, 2012 AOL: EricNumis 





